
FORM B . BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Draw rnaD

Area I Forrn no.
El lss

Newburyport

ess 13 Purchase Street

oric Nane Thomas Sil loway House
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Present
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Residence
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Indicate north.

rship:ft1 Private individual
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Public

Original owner Unknown

ECRIPTION:

Date c.  1845

Source 1851 Plan of  Newburvport

Style Greek Revival

Architect Unknown

Exterior wal1 fabric Clapboards

0utbuildings

Major al terat ions (with dates) addit ion

at rear (date unknown)

resident ia l  and industr ia l  used

centered around the factory complex
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Moved Date

Approx. acreage 4'310 sq'  f t '

Recorded by Ma Sett ing in distr ict  of  mixed

Cr-r.-t€-T

Organization Off ice of CofununiW
Development

Mi l ls  in L842.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terrns of other buildings within corununity)

This house is an excellent example of the small Greek Revival
cottage buil t  in many of Newburyportrs neighborhoods during the mid-
nineteenth century.  This type of  dwel l ing was bui l t  extensively between
1840 and 1880. The sty le persisted qui te late because i t  was an
excel lent  solut ion to the problems of  housing in the neighborhoods adjacent
to the text i le and shoe factor ies.  This house has simple Greek Revival
features including the bol-d cornice and cornerboards. The doorways are
typical ly Greek Revival  in sty le.  The doors are f lanked by s idel ights and
Doric pi lasters that  support  a bold entablature above.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the developnent of the connunity)

In 1851, th is house was owned by Thomas Si11oway. I t  is  qui te possible
that Si l loway was the or ig inal  owner of  the house. Thomas Si11owa1'  was a
coppersmith,  probably engagred in shipbui ld ing.  His business was located on
Elbow Lane in the Market Square commercial  d istr ict .

Before 1871 the property was conveyed to Phi l ip A. R-ogers who owned
-the property for  several  decades.
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