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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and

evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This house is a vernacular example of the Second Empire style
popular during the later decades of the nineteenth century. The
house has the mansard roof and dormer windows associated with the
style. The turned brackets along the cornice and at the doorway are
also typical of the period. Unfortunately the doorway has been
extensively altered in the present century.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the community)

This house was built between 1866 and 1871. The original owner was
guite possibly Hiram Leach who was living in the house in 1871. Leach
was a ship carpenter and built his home in the North End to be close to
the shipbuilding industry which prospered on the banks of the Merrimack
until the end of the 19th century. As the industry grew the men involved
in the shipbuilding and its allied trades built homes on the streets
extending from Merrimac Street to High Street. The homes on the streets
like Broad, Oakland and Tyng Street were tied to the shipbuilding industry
until its decline at the turn of this century. Hiram Leach lived here
until that time.
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