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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE [describe important architectural features aad
evaluate in terms of other buildings within corununity)

Ths American Yacht Club is vernacular in sty le wi th elements cotnmon
to structures bui l - t  in the f i rst  decades of  the twent ieth century.  The
hrr i ' l  r i ' incr.osembles a bungalOr^;  and has several  interest ing features.  These
incluoe the window with smal l  window panes and the porch supported by
simple pi l lars.

The American Yacht Club was designed b1z I^f i l l iam G. Perry,  a resident of
Newburyport .  Perry later gained prominence as the pr imarv architect of  the
restorat ion at  t l i l - ] iamsburg.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in l.ocaL or state history
and hou the building relates to the developlrent of the conrnrmity)

The American Yacht Club was f i rst  orqanized in 1885. The f i rst
rnaa]- ' in^ nr the organizat ion was held on May 9t  1BB5 in roorn above a bank on
State Street.  I t  was not unt i l  1890 that the c lub was incorporated and i ts
members scught to bui ld a club house. The f i rst  such structure hTas l-ocated , , ,
on Coff ins 's Wharf ,  just  above the present c lub house.

' '  
In LB}T a larger c lub house was bui l t  on the s i te of  the present bui ld ing

l :€nd the old club house was moved to the si te for locker space. Both of these
structures burned l -n 1907. Short l l ,  thereafter,  Wi l i iam G. Perry,  a
Newburyport  resident,  was commissioned to design the present bui ldinq which
renains relat ively unchanged. Perry later became a noted architect.  He
v'ror l<ed on the restorat ion project in Wil l iamsburg and later urged the
perservat ion of Newburyportrs Market Square which was threatened b}:  urban
renewal.
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