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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features anrd
evaluate in te:ms of other buildings within comnrnity)

This house is quite unusual in form. It  is Georgian in style and
may be a very early house with later alterations ana iaait ions. The
house is presently two stories in height with a symmetrical f ive bay
facade. The gambrel roof has a very unusual pitch and a massive central
chimney. Thi; malz ind.icate that there is an earl ier structure underneath.
The front entrance is Georgian in styIe. I t  is in a projecting central bay
that resembles a classical temple in miniature. The door is f lanked by
pilasters that support a pediment above.

HISTORICAL SIG.IIFICAI.ICE [explain the role owners played in loca] or state history
and how the building relates to the developnent of the cornutnity)

In 1798 Jonathan and Nathan Merri l l  purchased this 1and. Thelr divided
the parcel  in 1805 and Nathan kept the exist ing houserprobably bui l t  dur ing
the mid-eighteenth century. Jonathan, Nathan, and Oriando Meiri l l  bui l t  the
U. S. Br ig "Picker ing" in 1798 in the l " Ierr i l l  Yard at  Moggridge's point .

The house remained in the lt{err i l l  family. The ir{erri ls were a
prominent shipbuilding family. Between 1851 and L872 the property was

.. .-owned by James Merri l l  shipbuilder. James Merri l l ,  nephew of Orlando,
inventor of the water l ine model, was building ships in the l, lerr i l  yard.
between 1856 and 1866. He bui l t  four barks and one ship in the nexl  n ine
years. The "Chanpion", one of his barks made some of the fastest barks on
record.
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