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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This house is quite unusual in form. It is Georgian in style and
may be a very early house with later alterations and additions. The
house is presently two stories in height with a symmetrical five bay
facade. The gambrel roof has a very unusual pitch and a massive central
chimney. This may indicate that there is an earlier structure underneath.
The front entrance is Georgian in style. It is in a pr0]ect1ng central bay
that resembles a classical temple in miniature. The door is flanked by
pilasters that support a pediment above.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

In 1798 Jonathan and Nathan Merrill purchased this land. They divided
the parcel in 1805 and Nathan kept the existing house ,Probably built during
the mid-eighteenth century. Jonathan, Nathan, and orlando Merrill built the
U. S. Brig "Pickering" in 1798 in the Merrill Yard at Moggridge's Point.

The house remained in the Merrill family. The Merrils were a
prominent shipbuilding family. Between 1851 and 1872 the property was
_~owned by James Merrill shipbuilder., James Merrill, nephew of Orlando,
inventor of the water line model, was building shlps in the Merril yard
between 1856 and 1866. He built four barks and one ship in the next nine
years. The "Champion", one of his barks made some of the fastest barks on
record.
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