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hip:Sl Private individual
Private organizat ion

Public

original  owner Leandbr Houghton

RIPTION:

Date 7842

Source Essex Countv Reqistry of
Deeds

Style Greek Revival

Architect
Unknown

Exter ior  wal1

outbuildings

fabr ic Clapboard

Maj or al terat ions (with dates)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 3r450 sq'  f t '

Sett ing in di -str ict  of  mixed

resident ia l  and industr ia l  uses

centered around the factorv complex

or ig inal ly bui l t  as the James Steam
Mil ls in 1842.

(Staple addi t ional  sheets here)
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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terns of other buildings within conununity)

This house is an excel lent  example of  a vernacular Greek Revival
home as bui l t  in most of  Newburyport 's  neighborhoods. The inf luence of
the Greek Revival  sty le is seen in the placement of  the house, gable end
to street,  suggest ive of  the Greek Temple pediment.  The sty le is also the
inspirat ion for  the bold cornerboards.  I r lost  of  the archi tectural  detai l
in th is bui ld ing is centered in the f ront entrance. I t  is  f lanked by
pi lasters which support  a bold entablature above. This form of dwel l ing
was bui l t  extensively in the c i ty between 1840 and 1860.

HIST0RICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in loca1 or state history
and how the bui lding relates to the developnent of the comnurnity)

This house was bui l t  by Leander Houghton on a parcel  of  land that he
acquired from John Lor ing who had div ided a larger parcel  into house 1ots.
Houghton was a painter,

Pr ior  to 1851, Houghton sold th is bui ld ing to Jacob Chase. Between
1871 and 1884, Mrs.  Mary Townsend owned the property.  She was probabl lz the

*.- : fer  or  widorv,  of  John Townsend. Townsend was a shoemaker.  According to the
i tv directorv of  1851 Townsend was then l iv inq at  B Salem Street"
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