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105-107 Prospect Street

r ic Name Adolphus W. Greely Housr

0r ig inal Residence

Present Residence

rship: [ l  Private individual
Private organization

Pub 1ic

Original ownet Unknown

-  -- :CRIPTION :

Date Eighteenth Century

Source

Style Georgian

Architect unknown

Exter ior  rva11 fabr ic Clapboards

0utbui ld ings

Maj or al terat ions (with dates) addit ior

on Northwest s ide,  bui ld ing convert<

unknown)
Moved lJ 'ALC

Approx. acreage 4.780 so^ f t -

Setting in denselv built__up__anea__i:r_

which the predominant building type

that of  e ighteenth century s ingle

f amfTt-Ewellings .

Draw nap showing ProPerry s
locat ion in relat ion to nearest
cross streets and other bui ldings
or geographical  features '
Indicate north.

SrPeeT

Recor"ded hv lv lary Jane St i rgwolt*"-  " /  -

Organi zat ion Office of Communitv
Development

Date r  n-nr-an
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(Staple addi t ional  sheets here)



ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings wj.thin community)

This house is typical  of  the type of  vernacular houses bui l t  in
Newburyport during the eighteenth and early nj-neteenth century. The
archi tectural  detai fs are very s imple.  The cornice,  window surrounds,
and cornerboards are Georgian elements.  The double hung window sash
with s ix over s ix l ights are also typical ly Georgian. i f r is  house was
converted tc a two fami ly residence, probably about 1900. Today the
front entrance is present ly detai led by nineteenth century,  s imple,
cut-out brackets.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local  or  state history
and how the building relates to the developrnent of the community)

This house is very important histor ical ly as the home of one of
I tTa' l ' r r ' r r r - - ' ror t 's  famous sons. Al though the bui ld ing was bui l t  ear l ier ,  i ts
per iod of  J-mportance was dur ing the nineteenth century.

Adolphus Washington Greeley,  son of  John Balch,  shoemaker,  and
Frances Cobb Greeley,  was born in th is house on March 27r 1844. Greeley

- served in the Civ i l  War.  He remained in the service and in 1876 served
in the United States s ignal  corps.  Af ter his marr iage in 1878, Greeley

-- 'r '  was the commander in charge of the Lady Frankli-n Bay expedit ion, the
f i rst  to the North Polar Sea. He and six of  h is men were rescued i -n a
near ly starved condi t ion at  the end of  the t r ip.

Freeley returned to Newburyport  on August 14, f8g4, to an
enthusiast j -c recept ion.  Greeley remaj-ned in the army. In 1BB5 he was
the chief  s ignal  of f icer of  the Uni ted States Army. He ret i red in lgOT
with a rank of  Major-General .

This house was owned by Greeley and his heirs unt i l  1943 when
Antoinette Greeley of  Washington, D. C. sold the house to Harold Hudson.
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