
FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS I{ISTORICAL COMMISSION
294 Washington StTeet,  Boston, MA 02108

Indicate north.

W t'-{L i -."r€f

Area I  Forn no.

El ls2

Newburyport

ss 1 Char les Street

"rr ic Name James Steam Mil1s
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Present
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Original owner James Steam Mi11s

IPTION:

IB42

Source Curr ier ,  "History of  Nbpt.  "

Style Greek Revival

Archi tect  Char les T.  James

Exter ior  wal l  fabr ic er i .k

Outbui ld inBs complex includes f iwe

structures

Major alterations (with dates)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 7I,268 ss.  f t .

Setting this industrial conlglex :!s

surrounded bv eiqhteenth and nineteentl

century resident ia l  structures ad- iecenl

to the Merrimack River.
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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This four story brick factory is an excellent example of a mid-
nineteenth century text i le mi l l .  I t  is  the only such bui ld ing in
existance in Newburyport today. Although there were several similar
complexes bui l t  dur ing th is per iod.  The or ig inal  four story br ick factory
with pi tched roof has l i t t te archi- tectural  detai l .  I t  is  3J-2 feet  long and
50 feet wide. This nineteenth century mi l l  bui ld ing remained largely in
the hands of  engl-neers and bui lders rather than archi tects.  This bui ld ing
is at t r ibuted to Char les T.  Jamesr drr  engineer f rom Pawtucket,  Rhode Is land,
and one of  the mi l l 's  owners.  The bui ld ing is f i rst  and foremost,  funct ional

(cont.  )
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in loca1 or state history

and how the building relates to the developnent of the connunity)

In January 1842, Phi l ip Johnson, Mark Symonds, Robert  Bayley and
Charles T.  James were incorporated as the James Steam Mi l1 for  the
manufacture of  cot ton c loth.  The or ig inal  four story br ick factory y7;1s
erected in that  year.  The capi ta l  stock of  the company was increased
from one hundred and f i f ty thousand dollars to two hundred and f i f ty
thousand dol lars in 1844.

- f  
In 1851 the James Steam l l i l ls  had 17,000 spindles and 348 looms. Atsthat t ime the company manufactured about 2,OOO,bO0 yards of  No. 40 shir t ings

annual1y.  There were 425 employees. The or ig inal  corporat ion was dissolved
in 1869 and 1n 1871 the property was sold to the Masconomet Mi11s.

In 1876 the Masconomet Mi1ls company was re-organized and became the
Victor ia Mi l1s.  They cont inued to manufacture corset jeans, sat teens and
brown shir t inqs unt i l  L897. In f899 the property was conveyed to the
Peabody Manufacturing Cornpany, also owners of a mil1 complex at the corner
of  Water and Federal  Streets.  In the ear ly twent ieth century the complex
was leased by the Warner Cotton !1i11s, manufacturers of  cot ton yarn.

The James Steam Mi l ls  were occupied by the text i le industry unt i l
1938 when the Mayfair  Shoe Corporat ion purchased the bui ld. ings.  This
f irm was later cal led the Kent Shoe Company. This company sold the complex
j-n 1954. Since that t ime there have been a var iety of  l ight  industr ia l
tenants in the mi l l$ bui ld inqs.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

j-n nature. Noteworthy features include the brick denti l  cornice, the
granite window lintels and the beautiful wrought iron balconies on the
Water Street side of the structure.

. .Today the mil l  complex consists of f ive buildings. Aside from the
original mil l  these include a pecker.house, facing sitem Street, probably
buil t  about the same time as the mil l .  other uuiidings in trre ioirplex are
boi ler  and engine house that date f rom the l87ors or ig80's.  A col ton
store house dating from about 1890 and a combing building buil t  about 1900.

Newburyport

NalpJames Steam Mills


