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Outbuildings Rarn -  Shed

Major al terat ions (with dates) hip

roof raised (1863)

Moved Date
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thorouqhfare noted for i ts excellent
exampl6s of domestic architecture
iltTnq--E om tlie Colonial period
through the early twentj-eth century.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important arc,hitectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings withi.n connunity)

The Cushing house is one of the f inest examples of the Federal
sty le in the High Street area. The house is three stor ies wi th a
hipped roof.  The classical  cornice is except ional  as is the arched
window above the front doorway. The doorwaf i tsel f  is arched with
sir le ' l  iohts and a semi-e1l ipt ical  fanl ight .  The only major al terat ion
v&ev+3Y.r ev

that his been made to the house was the raising of the hipped roof in
1863 to accomodate a nursery.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in 1ocal o3 state histo"y
and how the building relates to the developrnent of the coxnnunity)

This house was bui l t  by Wi l l iam Hunt around. 1808. In 1B1B
John Newmarch Cushing, Sr., bought one half of the house and property
from Sarah Hunt vrho was the widow of Wj-t1iam Hunt. He purchased the
remaining hal f  tn 1822. Unt i l  1815 John Newmarch Cushing, Sr. ,  had
been an actj-ve shipmaster; after that d.ate he no longer sai led but
became a ship owning merchant, He owned thirteen brigs al l  bui l t  by
the Jackman family in Newburyport. From 1835 to 1837 he was a
Newburyport Selectman.

John Cushing had a sonrCaleb Cushing, who beeame an important
Iawyer, statesman, and diplomat. Caleb was born in Salisbury'
Maslachusetts, in 1800 and came with his family to Newburyport in
1802. He graduated frorn Harvard in 1817, went to Harvard Law School
and was admit ted to the Massachusetts bar in 1821. Caleb was very
active in local affairs. He delivered many public addresses and wrote
the ed.itorial page in"The Newburyport Herald and Commercial Gazette"
for several  months dur ing 1823. In the sessions of  1833.1834, L847,
1858, 1859, 1862, and 1863, he was a Representat ive in the Massachusetts
^^*^-^ ' l  
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In 1834 Caleb Cushing was elected to the United States House of
Representat ives and was re-elected for four terms. In 1843 he was
appointed Commi-ssioner to China by President Tyler. In this posit ion
he arranged the Treaty of Wanghia whj-ch opened f ive major Chinese ports
to American trade and authorized the stationing of consular off icers
at these ports.

(  cont.  )
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HISTORICAL SIGNTFICANCE (CONTINUED)

. Caleb was an advocate of Newburyport becoming a city and with
Newburyport 's incorporation in 1851, he was unanimously elected the
f i rst  mayor.  A year later he resigned and entered President Piercers
cabinet as Attornev General.

In 1868, i f .  r"rrt to Bogota to negoti-ate a r ight of way for a
ship canal across Panama with the Colombian Government. He also
representeci  the l in i ted States :n Geneva ior  c ia ims agaanst Great
Britain for unlon merchant ships damaged or destroyed duri-ng the
Civi l  V,lar. Cushing was later appointed Minister to Spain and served
unti l  L877 when he returned to Newburyport were he died in 1879.

Caleb Cushing l ived in his father 's house at  var ious t imes unt i l
John Cushing d.ied in 1849. At that t ime Caleb bought another house
at 63 High Street. In LB27 Caleb met John Quincy Adams, when the
Ex-President visited Newburyport, and entertaj-ned him at 98 High Street

The Cushing House remained in the Cushing family unti l  1955 when
it was bequested to the Historieal Society of O1d Newbury. The house

-- '  is now maintained by the Histori-cal Society as off ices and a museum,
The Cushinq House has been desiqnated a National Historic Landmark.
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