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Publ ic

Original owner Unknown-

Date 1B0s

Source

Style _ Federal-

Architect Unknown

Exter ior wal1 fabr ic Clapboards

Outbui ldings

Major al terat ions (with dates) addit j 'on

at rear (date unknown), doorways

altered ( late 19th century)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 8,000 sq. f t .
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe inrportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within comnunity)

This building is the second of three double houses buil-t  on Fruit
Street during the early years of the nineteenth century, This form
is common in Newburyport and there are separate deeds for each side of
the house. The house at  6-8 Frui t  Street has the typical  form
associated with the Federaf  sty1e. I* .  has three stor ies,  a hipped roof,
and smaller windows in the upper stori-es. The window l intels have a
sirnple classical ly inspired entablature. The cornice i .s an important
architectural feature. I t  is known as a "bee hive" moulding 3s the
spaced between the elements resembels a bee hive. The doorway at
6 Fruit Street has been altered and today has Victorian brackets although
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
\vv*er l

and horo' the bui lding relates to the developrnent of the cornmunity)

John l t iead Howel ls in his book The Architectural  Heri taqe of the
Merrimack writes that this house and'-froffirs on EEis-slE
f f iStreetwerebui1tbyCaptainSamue1Tenneyforhischi ] -d ' ren.
This is qui te possible as Tenney had a large fami ly and in 1E5l the
house was owned by Perley Tenney.

By LB72 Reverend John R. Thurston was in residence at  6 Frui t  Street.
At that t ime 4 Fruit Street was owned and occupied by Captain Moses Pike
and hls farni ly.  AIso in residence were Pikers sons, John'T.  Pike and
Moses Pike,  Jt .  Both of  these mev! were alsc associated with t l re sea.
They are both l is ted as mariners in the 1871 Cit l '  Directory.  Moses
Pike, Sr.  and Jr.  were the owners of  the schooner "Bal t ic"  bui l t  on
the banks of  the Merr imack by .Toseph Coff in in 1826.
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Assessorrs Records L89C-1980
1851 Plae of  Newburyport ,  I4ass" H. I t ic lnt i i 'e
L672 Map of the City of Newburyport, I ' iass.
. l -851, 1871 City Director ies
J.  M. Howel ls,  Thg Archi tegtural  l ier i lage cf
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ARCI{ITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE {CONTTNUED)

these brackets were applied over the original Doric pilasters. The
doorway on the 8 Fruit Street side retains its original seni-circuLar
fanlight.
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