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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe irnportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings uithin comnunity)

The Jacob Perkins house is one of the f ine Federal homes that l ine
Fruit Street. Similar homes were buil t  throughout Newburyport during the
early nineteenth century. The house is a good example of the three story
form with hipped roof and small sguare windows in the third story that irre
associatea wit t r  the Federal  styIe.-  The classical l f  inspired rv indow
i intels on the bui ld i r rg 's facade are also typical ly Federal .  b l indow
lintels of a later period to match those of 14 Fruit Stree+-, ha.ve been
acided on the Northern side of the house. The cornlce mouldtng is
exceptional and is referred to as a "bee hive" moulding in Newburyport.

{  cont.  )
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE [explain the role cwners played in local or state history

and how the building relates to the developnent of the comnunity)

Locally, i t  is believed that al1 of the homes on the l iestern side
of Fruit Street were buil t  by Capt. Samuel Tenney,, owner of 20 Fruit
Street, for his family. This may very well be true but i t  j-s as_yet
undocuineated" This lot of land was part of a large tract acquired by
Richard Pike and Benjamin Wyatt  in 1798. The parce3-s were s,s ld to
indivioual owners in the fol lowing years and most of the homes on Fruit
St.reet were buil t  within the next decade. This house vras buil t  prior tc'
1808 vrhen its owner Jacob Perkj-ns gave a mortgage deed on his house and
land to Charlot.te Hamilton of Exter, New Hampshire.

.- iacob Perkins was a prominent cit izen of Newburyport. He was
apprenticed to a goldsmith in I77B at the age of twelve. Prior to the
adoption of the Federal Constitut ion, Perkins was enployed to make the
diei for the copper coi-n--issued bv the State of }tassachusetts. Perkins
i}vented man]r oi ' t fre innovations in his trade, In L7g5 he invented a
nachine for cutt ing and heading nails in one operation. t ie was granted
a paten*, on this invention. In 1796 he manufactured nails and bracis
in A:nesbury. In 18i0 Perkins invented a furnace fo:: heating hcuses and
lar:Ee buildings with not air. In l-816 Perkirrs moved to Philadelphia and
later to iondon.

, In the meantime Charlotte Hamilton conveyed 16-18 Fruit Street to
! , i r iL iam B. Swet:  or  Soston. In 1S32 Abraham Perkins,  brother cf  Jacobo
purchased the house.

Abrairarn Perkins iike his brother
notes" I ie carrred cn his print ing in
that r low serves as a garage.
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ARCHITSCTUNAL SIGNITICANCE (CONTINUED)

The name was chosen because the spaces between the individual elements
of the mould,i.ng resernbles the shape of a bee hive.

The doorway at 16-18 Fruit Street was altered during the mid-
nineteenth century. The present doorway has sidelights and a lrangom
iight seen in the Greek Revival style. ?he enclosed entrance porch
has a flat roof and its cornice is bracketed. This is remeniscent of
Lhe ltalianate styles popular in the last century.
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