
FORM B - BUITBI}IG

MASSACHUSETTS HI 9TORICAL CCI'${I SSION
Boston, t'lA 02108

- rE--
locat ion in relat ion to neares
cross stree"s and other buiidings
or geographical features.
indicate north.
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iress 10-12 Fruit Slgeg!

torie Nane

: Original Residence

present Residence

rship: [! Rrivate inCi]'idual
Private organization

Public

0riginal owner I lnknown

IPTION:

Date c.  1805

Source

Style Federal

Architect Unknown

Exter ior wal1 fabr: .c Clapboards
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Major al terat ions (with

and windows alLered

dates) docrwaYs

(dates unknowa)

Recorded by etarv .]ane Stirqwolil

Organization Office af Communitv
Development

Moved Date

Approx. acreage- 5,960 sq'  f t '
r -nar 91

sarr ino or double houses bui l t ,  for  t ,h

inost part, during the f irst decade of
the nineteenth centr t ry.  ,The homeq;:re

closely spaced and have l i t t le lanC or
the street s ide--  Manlr  are f inp

examples of  the Federal  sty le.

(Staple addit ional sheets here)
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ARCTTITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and

evaluate in terms of other buildings within conrmunity)

This house is one of  three double houses on this s:de of  Frui t
Street. The double house is very conmon in Newburyport. They were
probably buil t  by those who wantea a Fed.era1 home but- could not afford
the entire structure. Another ev;cel lent use of this t lzpe of house was

for members of the same family wh.o desired separate l iving quarters. The

ownership of  each side is passed down separately '

The architectural elements of this house are simple but are
ccrtaintv Federal  in character.  This includes bcth the cornice
vvr es+rr*-z

moulding and the window l intels. The form of the house is aiso typical ly

HiSTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners p3.ayed in local or state history (cont'  )

and how the building relates to the development of the couununity)

John Mead Howel ls,  in his book The Archi tectural  Her i tagP.of  l?e
Merr i rnack,wr i t -esthatthishousean6.Toff iEotEerslnthisside
ff"" i f- i treet were buii t  by Capt. Samuel Tenney. This is quite

F,ossj-b1e as Capt.  Tenney, who l ived at  2A Frui t  Street,  had many chi ldren

and in 1851 this houser-  as wel l  as the one at  6-8 Frui t  Street,  was owned

b:' Perley Tenney.

A11 of the early homes on Fruit Street were buil t  short ly after
Benjainin l . fyatt and nichard Pike acquired the land between Prospect and
i+ich strerels, laiC out Fruit Street., and began sell ing l-ots to individuals'
rh is occurre-d.  between 1?98 and 1801.

In iB51 per ley Tenney is l is- 'ed as the owner of  10 Frui t  Street.
Thomas W" Burnham, the deputy customs collector owned and occupied the

other hai f  of  the house, 12 Frui t  Street.

By 1872 the Tenney hal,f  of the house was owned by Sarah and Ellen

Tenney who cont inued in residence into the 1880's '

In LB72 Samuel Currj-er o\,r 'r lod anC occupied 12 Fruit Street" Currier
was on the ccmmittee organized in l-85C for t. l ie purpcse of building a new
town hall" Currier served a brief term as a selectrar: j-n Newburyport
in 1842 "

BI3LI0GR\FHY and/or REFERENCES
1851 PLan of  Newburyport ,  Mass. H. Mclnt i re
1-872 t lap of the City of Newburltport, Mass. D. G. Beers and
r.35; ,  L87i  Ci tY Director ies
Assessor '  s Records l -89Ct-1980
J. I,!. Howei.ls, The Ar_chiteciural Heir!s-*. oi. thq l{er:llg$I:lcr
vital Records. mvff iPofl- l tass. 
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IndicatE eadr ite* ar inventory forn whidr is being cgntitluFd be1or.

AP-CHITECTSNAL SIGNIT'ICANCE {CONTINUED}

!,edera] lof threestcr j .egwithhippedroofand.decreasing
in the opp.t stories. 

-itt. 
eoorwali have been altered but

oi lasrerr"I i  ; i l ; ; ;- i :-a* of the door are st i1l in place'
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Staple to Inventory form at bottom


