
NewburyportConservationCommission
April17 2012

CityHallConferenceRoom
Minutes

1 CalltoOrder
AmeetingoftheNewburyport ConservationCommissionwascalledtoorderbyChairmanJoe
Teixeiraat630pm

2 RollCall
InattendanceweremembersJoeTeixeira PaulHealy SteveMoore JimOBrienandDoug
MuirandConservationAdministratorJuliaGodtfredsen

3 Minutes
SteveMooremovedtoapprovetheminutesoftheApril3 2012 meetingasamended Doug
Muirsecondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved

4 GeneralBusiness
CitywideWetlandOrdinance
TheCommissionmembersdiscussedtherevisionsAndyPortmadetothedraftordinance Paul
Healysaidhefoundsomechangesconfusing especiallywithregardstoPlumIsland Hesaid
someperformancestandards havebeenembeddedinthedefinitions DougMuirquestionedthe
deletionoftheremovaloftreesandshrubsfromthesectiononregulatedactivities Hewas
concernedthatthiscouldbeinterpretedasallowingan extensiveremovaloftrees Itwas
decidedthesectionshouldnotbedeletedfromtheordinance Small scaleprojectsmightbe
exemptundertheroutinemaintenancesectionoftheregulations TheConservation
Administratorwoulddecideifthescopeofworkwouldfallundertheexemption DougMuir
saidthescopeoftreepruningmightbeextensiveandshouldnotbeexempted Thereshouldalso
notbeblanketexemptionsforundefinedactivities suchasvistapruning whichcouldbebroadly
interpreted Commissionmembersdecidedthattheconversionoflawnstodecks patiosand
poolsshouldnotbeanexempted activity Therewerequestionsabouttwoexemptionsrelating
tosubstantial improvements AndyPortwillbe askedtodiscuss theseatthenextmeeting

5 CertificatesofCompliance RequestsforDeterminations RequestsforMinor
Modifications
None

6 PublicHearings
PaulHealymovedtorecessthemeetingandopenthepublichearings DougMuirsecondedthe
motion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved

TimberlineEnterprises
23LowStreet
PatrickSeekampappearedfortheapplicant Beforethemeetingsomemembersofthe
Commissionvisitedthesitethatiscurrentlybeingusedforboatstorage Therearetwowetland
boundariesonthesite onerunsalongthewesternpropertyboundaryfromthebackofElks
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lodgetoaswaleandanothertraversestheentireeasternportionofthesite Thesiteisan
elevatedfillstructureandapaveddrivewaywithcatchbasinsrunsthroughit

Thereareseveralconcretedrainagestructuresonthesite Thedelineationincludesthe
twoouterbasins theendsofwhichopentotheBVWboundary Theinnerchamberisentirely
ofconcrete Becauseitisapipesystemtheconcretefaceofthebasinbecomesbank Itsfunction
istoconveywaterthroughthepipe

Mr Seekampsaidthereisanadditionalconcretebasinonthesitethathebelievestobea
constructedstormwaterdetentionbasin Therearenoinletsexceptfor thecatch basinsfromthe
street Thereisalsoa stormwaterdetentionareawithconcreteheadwallsontwosides Mr
Seekampsaidthisisanotaresourceareabutrathera constructedstorm waterconveyance Itis
filledpredominatelywithphragmitesandisneedofacleanout

Mr Seekampdefinedtheresourceareaasaborderingvegetatedwetlandwithsome
functionofbank inthechambers ThereareseveralditcheswithintheBVWdelineationonthe
westsideofthesite

JoeTeixeirasaidtheflaglineshouldbeshownasrunningatthetopoftheheadwall
Theplanswillberevisedtoreflectthischange

DanHardingandhiswifeCathyattendedthemeeting Hesaidhisparentsownthe
propertiesat19and21LowStreet Heprovidedahistoryofthesite whichshedlightonthe
drainagepatterns HesaidtheculvertthatrunsfromRoute1toGrafRoad hasnotbeen
maintainedandastheindustrialparkhasbecomemoredeveloped waterhasbeguntobackup
intothebasements ofthehouses

ANoticeofIntenthasbeensubmittedfortheMay1meeting SteveMooremoved to
closethepublichearing DougMuirsecondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimously
approved

7 IndustrialParkUpdates
DEPhasappealedapermittheCommission issuedattheDecember6 2012 meetingforStrem
Chemicals TheOrderofConditionswasforaminorstormwatermaintenanceaction The
reasonfortheappeal isnotknownandDEPhasnotrespondedtoinquiries byJuliaGodtfredsen
TheCitywasnotabletotakepart inasitevisitthatwasheldonApril12

BusinessesintheindustrialparkhavejoinedtogetherandareexpectedtofileaNoticeof
Intentforswale maintenanceshortly

JuliaGodtfredsensaidtheCleanTechCenterisapplyingforanEPAtechnicalassistance
grant Underthegrantwaterquality stormwateranddrainageissueswouldbe examined The
drainagewouldbe analyzed scenariosforthebettermanagementofstormwaterwouldbe
exploredandstrategieswouldbedevelopedfortheCitytobetterregulate andsupportstorm
watermanagementtechniquessuchasgreenroofs

8 OrdersofConditions
DougMuirmovedtoissue anORADforTimberlineIndustries 23LowStreet SteveMoore
secondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved
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9 Enforcement
CrowLaneLandfill
JoeTeixeirarecused himself fromthediscussion MayorHoladaysaidabuttershave recently
complainedaboutincreasedodorsfromthelandfill Theflare hadgonedownand isnowback
up Inadditionthecement aroundthewelliscorroded whichcontributestosmell

JuliaGodtfredsensaidNewVentureshastakensomeactiontostoptheerosionand
stabilizetheslope Partialplanshavebeensubmittedforotherworkthatremainstobedone
ShereadanemailfromChipNylanthatstatedthatsincethelastmeetingMaryRimmerhas
walkedthesiteandisintheprocessofmakingrecommendationsontheremovalofsedimentand
therestorationofthesite TheCommissioniswaitingforsamplingresultsforthewaterflowing
fromthepipe

1ShandelDrive
JuliaGodtfredsensaidthereisnothingnewtoreportregardingtheEnforcementOrderthatwas
issuedfor1ShandelDrive Thepropertyownerisworkingwithaconsultanttodevelopa
restorationplan ItisexpectedthatanRDAorNOIwill besubmittedforoneofthe
CommissionsMaymeetings

10 GeneralBusinessContinued
CrowLaneRightofWay
JoeTeixeirasaiditwouldbedesirablefortheCrowLanerightofwaytobeeliminated asthere
arevernalpoolsalongit Hesuggestedthelandwouldbeprotectedifitwereattachedtothe
CooperNorthPasture

CitywideWetlandOrdinance
Thediscussiononthedraftordinancewascontinued PaulHealysaidcoastal engineering
structuresshouldberemovedfromthesectiononredevelopment Hesuggestedasectionbe
addedtotheordinance thatreferstobarrierbeaches AndyPortwillbeaskedtodiscussthe
sectionondevelopmentandredevelopmentatthenextmeeting

FEMAFlood Zones
JuliaGodtfredsensaidDEPhasnotyetrespondedtoher inquiryonhowthenewFEMAmaps
aretobeused

WhittierSaltMarshMonitoring
JuliaGodtfredsensaidthere isnoupdateontheplantomonitorthesaltmarsh

BeachManagementPlan
TheBeachManagementCommitteeisscheduledtomeetonApril26 AndyPortplanstoattend
themeeting ThedeadlinetoaddsandpassedonApril15

11 Adjournment
PaulHealymovedadjournthemeeting at830pm DanWarcholsecondedthemotion The
motionwasunanimouslyapproved
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