
NewburyportConservationCommission
December18 2012

CityCouncilChambers
Minutes

1 CalltoOrder
AmeetingoftheNewburyportConservationCommissionwascalledtoorderbyChairJoe
Teixeiraat630pm

2 RollCall
Inattendanceweremembers JoeTeixeira PaulHealy SteveMoore DougMuir DanWarchol
andJimO Brien Alsoinattendancewas JuliaGodtfredsen

3 Minutes
SteveMooremovedtoapprovetheminutesoftheNovember20 2012meetingassubmitted
PaulHealysecondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved

4 GeneralBusiness
JettyRepair
JuliaGodtfredsensaidthecontractorfor thejettyprojecthasbeguntotruckinthestone The
stonesarebeingdroppedoffofthetrucks causingthepavement tobreak This isespecially of
concernbecausethestorage areaislocatedoverundergroundutilities Thestoragearea mightbe
movedtotheothersideoftheparkinglot nearer theCoastGuardStation Neighbors havealso
reportedthattheirhomeshavebeenshaking

EmergencyCertificationforBeachScraping
JuliaGodtfredsensentCommissionmembersdraftproceduresforobtaininganemergency
certificationfor beachscraping Shebased theproceduresonrequirementsinthetownof
Newburyandsupplementedthemwithconditionsfromothercommunities Shesaidthe
applicant sengineerwouldhavetoprovetheproject wouldbeofasufficientscopetoensurea
positiveoutcomeandthatitwouldnotincreaseerosiononneighboringpropertiesoradversely
impactnaturalorculturalresources Nolateralmovementofsandwouldbeallowed AnArmy
CorpofEngineersSection404WaterQualityCertificatewouldbenecessary Theprocess
wouldbealengthyoneandshouldbestartedbeforeanemergencysituationisathand Paul
Healytheremightnotbeenoughsandtoscrapeinthewinter asthereisadifferencebetween the
summerandwinterprofilesofthebeach Theremightnot beenoughsandtoallowscraping

rdththeveninthesummerintheareaof53 55and57Streets JuliaGodtfredsenwill add
conditionsabouttheuseofequipmentonthebeachbeforedatingthedocument andmarkingitas
adraftsothatitmightbe distributedifrequested

EcoCollaborativeMeeting
JoeTeixeirasaidameetingisbeingplannedbytheEcoCollaborative forJanuarytodiscussthe
developmentofstrategiestocopewiththeriseofthesealevelrise

8AshlandStreetUpdate
DEPappealedtheCommissionsdecisionon8AshlandStreet TheCommissionhadissued an
OrderofConditionsduetoprocedural issues ithadnotbeenclearduringthepublichearingthat
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theprojectmightnotbeapproved DEPbaseditsappealinpartonthe lackofalternativesinthe
application TheapplicantmustdemonstratetoDEPthatthehousewouldnotabletobe locateda
greaterdistancefromthewetland AvariancefromtheZoningBoardwouldhavebeenneeded
inorderforthehousetobemovedcloser tothe road AsitevisitwithDEPwasheldon
December4

5 CertificatesofCompliance RequestsforDeterminations RequestsforMinor
Modifications
JaneandJohnTuri
15AshlandCourt
RequestforDeterminationofApplicability
Theapplicantisproposingtoconstructatwostoryadditiontothesideofahousewhereitwould
belocatedasfar fromthewetlandaspossible Apartofthissectionofthepropertyiscurrently
pavedandtheremainderislawn DanWarcholmovedtoapproveaNegative3Determination
withthe conditionsthaterosioncontrol isinstalledalongthewetlandedge notreesorshrubsare
removedwithin 50feetofthewetlandandnoequipmentormaterialsarestoredwithin 50feetof
thewetland PaulHealy secondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved

6 GeneralBusinessContinued
ClipperCityRailTrailPhaseII
AnextensionoftheRailTrailisplannedalongthe river throughthe25footnodisturbzone
Theordinancespecifiesthatunpavedpublicpathwayswouldbeallowedinthiszone Stantec
thefirmdesigningthetrail sentacommunicationtoGeordieViningstatingthe reasonsthe trail
mustbepaved JuliaGodtfredsenandJoeTeixeirawalkedtherouteofthetrailwithGeordie
Viningandproposedperviouspavement MassDOTexpresseditsoppositiontothe useof
perviouspavement forreasonstheCommission foundtobeinadequate Stantecprovidedother
statementsagainsttheuseofthematerialthatweremoreconvincingthan thosemadeDOTbut
thattheCommissionmembersstilldidnot findcompletelypersuasive Themembersagreed
however thatdiggingtotheappropriatedepthtoinstallperviouspavementwouldbeaconcern
inthisinstanceduetothepresenceofutilitiesandcontaminated soils Theordinanceallowsthe
Commissiontowaivetheapplicationofaperformancestandardprovided 1 itisdemonstrated
thattherearenoreasonable conditionsoralternativesthatwouldallowtheprojecttoproceedin
compliancewiththeregulations 2 mitigatingmeasuresareproposedthatwouldallowthe
projecttobeconditionedsoastocontribute tothe protectionofthe wetlandand3 theproject is
necessarytoaccommodateanoverridingpublicinterest TheCommissionmembersagreedthat
thetrailprovidesenoughofapublicbenefittooutweightheirobjectionstotheinstallationof
pavementinthenodisturb zone Astrawpollamongthe membersindicatedtheywouldallow
thetrailtobepavedinthenodisturb zoneprovidedthattheconditionsofthevarianceare
satisfied Theywillrequestspecific mitigationmethodsrelatedtostorm watermanagement

7 Adjournment
DougMuirmovedtoadjournthemeetingat743pm PaulHealysecondedthemotion The
motionwasunanimouslyapproved
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