
CommunityPreservationCommittee
March12 2012

PoliceStationConferenceRoom
MeetingMinutes

1 CalltoOrder
AspecialmeetingoftheCommunityPreservationCommitteewascalledtoorderbyChairman
MikeDissetteat700pm

2 RollCall
InattendanceweremembersMikeDissette PaulHealy JaneHealey JudithGrohe DonLittle
BobUhlig DanBowie MaryLouGagnonandMargaretWelch EmilyWentworthwasalsoin
attendance

3 Minutes
DonLittlemovedtoapprovetheminutesoftheFebruary28 2012 meetingassubmitted Paul
Healysecondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved

4 Communication
MaryHarbaughsubmittedaletteronthebehalfoftheOpenSpaceCommitteedated March8
ThelettersuggestedthatanexplanationofthecategoriesofOpenSpace AffordableHousing
andHistoricPreservationinthecontextoffundingeligibility beaddedtotheapplication

5 ApplicationsforCommunicationFunds
NewburyportParksCommission

JoppaParkInterpretivePanels
HistoricPreservation
11632

Lisº Reidsaidthefourinterpretivepanels forwhichfundingisbeingsought isapartofalarger
project Additionalplansincludetheenclosingoftheparkwithbollardsandrosesand the
installationofbenchesandwalkways Theinterpretivepanelswouldfocusonthehistoryofthe
areaandwouldinclude thetopicsoffishing clamming andtheappearanceoftheneighborhood
TheMorrillFoundationhasawarded 65000for theinstallationofthebollardsandroses A
StateParkgrantmightbeasourceofadditionalfunding Ms Reedsaidtherearemanyaspects
oftheprojecttobefundedandthepanelsarethebestfitfor CPAfunds Sheexplainedthatthe
costestimateswererevisedafterthematerials werechangedtoonesthatwould functionbetterin
thisclimate Theprojectmightonlyfitintothecategoryhistoricpreservationandnotthatof
openspace asthepark wasnotacquiredthroughCPAfunds Ms ReedsaidtheNewburyport
HistoricalCommissionhasnotbeenaskedforanopiniononthehistoricalsignificanceofthe
park
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NewburyportParksCommission
RailTrail InterpretivePanels
HistoricPreservation Recreation
9500

Lisº Reedsaidfundingisbeingsoughtforthefabrication andinstallationoffiveinterpretive
panelsthatwouldbe locatedalongtheRailTrail Thesignswouldbeofthesamedesignasthe
existingsignsalongthetrail GhleeWoodworthdescribedtheplannedcontentoftheproposed
panels OnewouldbelocatednearthebridgeoverLowStreetandwoulddiscussthe
neighborhoodofWestAfricansthatwaslocatedintheareaandthegravesofsomeofits
residentsthathavebeen foundintheHighlandandOldHillcemeteries Otherpanelswould
discusstheRussellandSonsironfoundry whichwasthefirstinEssexCounty andPearson s
Bakery whichlaterbecameNabisco Thefourthpanelwoulddescribethegreatfirethat
destroyeddozensofbuildings Ms Woodworthsaidthepanelswouldcontributetothe
educationofthecommunity especially becausethestudentsattheCharterSchooloftenusethe
trail Sheaddedthesigns wouldhelptoexpand thesenseofpublicownershipofthetrail Paul
Healycommentedthathelikestheinterpretivepanelsproposedinbothapplicationsbecausethey
helptobringaboutan awarenessofthecitysgems

ParkerRiverCleanWaterAssociation
LittleRiverNature TrailInterpretivePanels
OpenSpaceandRecreation
8000

Additionalsignageisbeingproposedfor theLittleRiverNatureTrail Onesignwouldbe
locatedjustinsidethegateattheStoreyAvenueentranceandasecondwouldbelocatedonHale
Street Theexistingsignshavebeenholdingupwellandhavehelpedattractvisitorstothetrail
Thesignswouldincludeamapofthetrailandwouldpromoteitssafeuse especiallyby
providinginformationaboutticks BobUhligsaidthelongevityofthesignswouldbeincreased
iftheirwoodensupportsdonotgodirectlyintotheground

OpenSpaceCommittee
OpenSpaceReserveFund
OpenSpace
100000

MaryHarbaughsaidlandconservationisaonetimeoffer whendevelopmentthreatens a
decisiontotakeactionmaynotbedelayed Onceapieceofpropertyhasbeenprotected it
remainsprotectedinperpetuity Unlikehistoricpreservationoraffordingresources openspace
protectiondoesnotinvolverecurringexpenditures Shesaidthatbecausefutureneedsmightnot
bepredicted fundsmustbeplacedinreserveinorderthatthecommitteemighttakeactionwhen
anopportunityarises Shesaidapproximatelyonethirdofthepropertiesonthecriticallisthave
beenprotected Thereservehelpstoattractfundingfromothersources GeorgeBlackstersaid
thecommitteehasbeenactivelyevaluatingparcelsandnetworkingwith groupsthatmight
providematchingfunds Thereiscurrently 773000intheopenspacereservefund A
consultantwashiredtoupdatethemasterplanata costof 20000
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6 OtherBusiness
FiveapplicationswillbepresentedateachoftheMarch27andApril9meetings

AttheFebruary28meetingMikeDissettesaidthat inorderfortheapplicationforthecourtyard
attheArtAssociationtobeconsidered theassociation wouldhavetoagreetocommittheland
toopenspace EmilyWentworthsaidshespokewiththedirectoroftheArtAssociation who
wouldbereluctanttoplacearestrictiononthecourtyard

MargaretWelchsaidtherearemanydifferenttypesofhistoricpreservationapplicationsand the
NewburyportHistorical Commissionwouldbereluctanttodenyeligibilitytoanyprojects

EmilyWentworthsaidtheboardoftheMasonicTempleisreluctanttoplacearestrictiononthe
rearportionoftheproperty

BobUhligaskedifapplicantsmight indicatetheportionofprojectthatisofthehighestpriority
MargaretWelchsaidshewouldliketoknowtowhichportionofthestadiumtheCPAfunds
wouldbe applied

7 Adjournment
PaulHealymovedtoadjournthemeetingat745pm JudithGrohesecondedthemotion The
motionwasunanimouslyapproved
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