
Budget and Finance Committee 
9/30/21 6:30 pm City Council Chambers/Hybrid 
Meeting Post: https://www.cityofnewburyport.com/city-council/events/29206  
 
Roll: 
Councillors McCauley, Zeid, Khan  
Ethan Manning, Paula Burke 
 
Matters (Green = Coming out of Committee, Yellow = Remains in Committee): 

1) ORDR265_08_09_2021 CPC-FY22 Recommendations (COTW) 
 

# Description Vote Discussion 
11 Nock Tennis • Keep in 

Committee (AK, 
JM, 3-0) 

• Previously amended to remove Friends of 
as an awardee (2-0) 

• School Committee discussed again 
• They are willing to be the project manager 
• Cllr. McCauley raised continued issues 
• CPC, October 13th 
• Mayor has stated that the application will 

be cleaned up to show Schools in 
consultation with Parks and get updated 
approval from CPC before next meeting 

2) ORDR269_08_09_2021 Friends of COA Gift Acceptance 
* Will be multi-purpose 
* Paula Burke, Director of COA 
* James Jones, 2 Lolls Lane, Lower Level 
* Rosemary Dese, 8 Benders Ave. 
*  Mike Bartlett – believes this is far enough from neighbors 
 
Amended in committee, 3-0 
 
Approve as amended SZ, AK – 3-0 (see attached for amendment) 
 

3) ODNC090_08_09_2021 Proposed Electrical Fee Schedule 
* Greg Earls 
* Comps provided 
* Prototypical projects 
* Discussed in Committee 

Approve as amended AK, JM, 2-1 

 
4) ORDR277_08_30_2021 Municipal Fee Schedule Fiscal Year 2022 4 

 
Discussed and debated ordinance vs order 
Discussed expanding to include full universe of fees 

https://www.cityofnewburyport.com/city-council/events/29206


Discussed updating proposal to reflect recently adopted fees from Building Dept. 
 

5) ODNC094_08_30_2021 Municipal Fee Schedule 
 
See above 
 

6) ORDR282_09_27_2021 Equipment Lease Order 
Ethan, continuation 
First 4 already “approved” 
Last 1 is new, paid for from Harbor Commission – monthly allowance 
 
Approve AK, JM, 3-0 
 

7) TRAN111_09_27_2021 Transfer Multiple $42,327.42 to Multiple $42,327.42 
 
Awaiting red-line from Ethan Manning 
 

8) COMM353_09_27_2021 Newburyport Public Library Annual Report 

Need to invite Library Director 

9) COMM348_09_13_2021 FY2021 Year End Report 
* Motor vehicle excise has slowed down (supply chain issues for new vehicles) 
* Meals and lodging getting back to pre-pandemic levels 
* Building permits actually went up for FY21 
* Reserve funds (free cash) – ended the year with just under $1.2M in free cash 
* Projection from $2-2.5m 
* Enterprise funds were strong 
* Projections for enterprise funds 
* Free cash will certify, early November 
 
Synopsis from E. Manning (see further pages in this document for more information) 

• “Expenditures: Ended in line with previous years; departments spent 98.0% of what was appropriated, with the 
unspent balances closing back to free cash and retained earnings.   

• Revenue: Both the general fund and enterprise funds surpassed the FY21 estimates. On a YoY basis, the general 
fund increased by 1.7%, water ent fund by 11.2%, sewer ent fund by 10.5% and harbormaster ent fund by 26.2%. 
Water/Sewer increases were primarily driven by higher usage; most notably on the residential side as more 
people were working and learning remotely from their homes. The Harbormaster increase was driven by both 
higher utilization of the waterways and a revised rate structure that took effect at the start of FY21.   

• Fund Balances: At the end of the year, there was $1.17M remaining in free cash, which combined with unspent 
appropriations and higher than estimated revenue, should result in a new certified value of approximately $2.0-
$2.5M. Remaining retained earning balances at year-end were: Water $682K, Sewer $570K and Harbormaster 
$544K. Anticipating new certified values of: Water $1.4M, Sewer $1.6-1.7M, and Harbormaster $800-900K. “ 

Receive and File AK, JM 3-0 
 

10)  COMM311_03_08_2021 Cllr Tontar letter re: KP Law Legal Opinion on Council Salaries 
 
Receive and File AK, JM 3-0 
 

11)  ORDR280_09_13_2021 Cutter Fire Station Loan Order 
 



Councillor McCauley reported to get paperwork finalized, with the lawyers 
 

12)  ORDR281_09_13_2021 Authorizing Land Taking w/Waiver of Appraisal & Damages w/Bond 

See #11 above 

Recording:  
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/rt_VNU2yBM_VEViIUC8voN7Fk28XuOMY4HLhMikpK94PuswPqSSepA4_P-
kOWVtb.7t4Ma1fJp3E_tC9O  
 
Passcode: 2V#1#Ibb 
 
Adjourn: 8:48pm 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/rt_VNU2yBM_VEViIUC8voN7Fk28XuOMY4HLhMikpK94PuswPqSSepA4_P-kOWVtb.7t4Ma1fJp3E_tC9O
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/rt_VNU2yBM_VEViIUC8voN7Fk28XuOMY4HLhMikpK94PuswPqSSepA4_P-kOWVtb.7t4Ma1fJp3E_tC9O


August 9, 2021 
 Amended in Committee on 9/30/21 

 

THAT, The CITY COUNCIL of the City of Newburyport accepts with gratitude a gift from the Newburyport Friends of the 
Council on Aging in the amount of $15,700 for the design of a Multi-Purpose Outdoor Space that will accommodate two 
pickleball courts at the Newburyport Senior/Community Center. These funds are accepted in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 44, Section 53A. 
 
The intent is that the Council-on-Aging and Friends of the Council on Aging intend to raise all of the funds needed for 
construction for this project from various non-City sources. Further, should this project come to fruition, the intent to 
create a preference for Newburyport residents for use of this new resource.  

Prior to issuing a Request for Proposal for construction, a formal approval of use for the land by the City Council shall be 
issued. 

 

___________________________________ 
Councillor Sharif I. Zeid 

  



Additional Information from E. Manning re year-end report 
 

 

  



 


