
ZoningBoardofAppeals
Minutes

August23 2011

ChairRamsdellcalledthemeetingtoorderat708pm

1 Inattendance DuncanLaBay JamiePennington NatCoughlin EdRamsdell

Absent CharlesCiovacco RobCiampitti SeanLeonard

2 BusinessMeeting

a MinutesfromJune28 2011meeting
MotiontoapprovetheminutesofJune28 2011byMr Coughlin andsecondedbyMr
Pennington
Votes
Mr LaBay yes
Mr Pennington yes
Mr Coughlin no
Mr Ramsdell yes

b MinutesfromJuly14 2011meeting
MotiontoapprovetheminutesofJuly14 2011byMr Coughlin andsecondedbyMr
Pennington
Votes
Mr LaBay yes
Mr Pennington yes
Mr Coughlin no
Mr Ramsdell yes

c MinutesofAugust8 2011
Motiontoapprovethe minutesofAugust8 2011asamendedbyMr Coughlin and
secondedbyMr Pennington
Votes
Mr LaBay yes
Mr Pennington yes
Mr Coughlin yes
Mr Ramsdell yes

3 PublicHearings

a KindredTransitionalCare RehabilitationcoHazel WoodHopkins
180LowStreet
UseVariance allowafreestandingsign

ContinuationfromJuly14 2011



HeatherDudkoofSaxonSignwasbeforetheboardonJuly12torequestareplacementsignfor
KindredCare Upongetting thefeedbackoftheboard theyrequestedacontinuanceandhave
revisionsforthesign Theexisting18SFsignis6fttalland11ftwide with15ftsetback
Replacementsignproposedis17SFwith6ftheight depth4 inchesandposts4inches Thesignis
notilluminatedandtheuplightingwillbeleftinplace Externallyitwillbeanaluminumsign
withvinylgraphics This ismorecosteffectiveandeasiertomaintain intheNewEngland
weather

Infavor
None

Opposed
None

Questionsfromtheboard
ResponsesfromtheapplicantwillbeinCAPITAL letters

Mr Coughlinaskedtoclarifythatthesignisaluminum the mainbodyandthe backgroundis
brushedaluminum andwhatarethe posts ALUMINUMPOST SIGNANDCASE
BACKGROUNDAREWHITE Is thisaluminumwithvinylcoatoverit ALUMINUMBASE
WITHWHITEVINYLCOVERING ITWILLAPPEARWHITENOTALUMINUM BLUE
LOGOANDBLACKKINDREDCARE

Mr Ramsdellaskedifitwereamattefinishorshiny NOTSUREBUTIFBOARD
REQUESTEDMATTEFINISH KINDREDCAREWOULDACCOMODATE

Mr LaBayaskedifKindredCarewouldconsidergoosenecklightinginsteadofgrounduplighting
tokeepstraylightminimized BELIEVEDKINDREDCAREWOULDCONSIDERTHISAS
WENTWITHLIGHTINGTHATWASTHERE

Deliberations
Mr LaBaysaidtheapplicantheardtheboardsconcernsandrespondedwithanoptionmuch
closertowhattheboardwouldliketosee Hedoesnotcareforaluminumbutmattefinishis
better Feelsgoosenecklighting wouldmakemoresense
Mr Penningtonsaidthenewsignisadramaticimprovement Hehasnoproblemwithaluminum
andthinks themattefinishisbetter Heisnotsureofgoosenecklightingassomelookbetterthan
others
Mr Coughliniscomfortablewith themattefinish Hewouldliketoleavelightingasapplicants
choice Sincetherearebushesbelowthesign theymayhavebetterlightingfromthe top
Mr Ramsdellagreedthatthe ultimatewishiswood butcoveredaluminumwithmattefinishwill
work Heprefersgoosenecklightingbutiswillingtonothaveitasacondition Heappreciates
thattheapplicantlistenedsowelltotheboard sfeedback

Motiontoapprovetheusevarianceforafreestandingsignwithmatte likefinishonsignand
postswiththe optiontoputgoosenecklightingbyMr Pennington Seconded byMr
Coughlin

Votes
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Mr LaBay yes
Mr Pennington yes
Mr Coughlin yes
Mr Ramsdell yes

b RiversEdgeHomeownersAssociation
126MerrimacStreet
UseVariance erectafreestandingsigntoreplaceexisting signage

Thepublicnoticewasreadaloudforthe record

Mr LaBaystated thatoneofthepresentersisinabookclubwithhiswife

DianeMcGowan residentofunit44andmemberoftheBoardofDirectors andLaurieDaly
residentofunit40andonthelandscapeimprovement committeespokeforthehomeowners
association

TheoriginalsignonMerrimacStreetis27yearsold Theboardisupgradingthefront
landscapingandwantthesignupdatedaswell Itcurrently doesnotindicatethestreetnumber
Therearetwosignsfacingeachotherwith24SFofsignage bothwillberemovedandone10SF
signwillbe erected Thenumbersare9inches mahoganywithblackmattefinish goldraised
lettering 2postsandinformationonbothsidesofthesign Theywillusetheexistinguplighting

Infavor
PaulBevilacqua 126MerrimacStreet unit3 boardmemberandresident
RichardDaly 126MerrimacStreet unit40 presidentoftheassociation setupthecommitteeto
starttheupgradeandboardmember

Opposed
None

Questionsfromtheboard
ResponsesfromtheapplicantwillbeinCAPITAL letters

Mr Ramsdellcommentedthathaving126MerrimacStreetprivateresidencesigncouldbeapolite
wayofhavinganotrespassingsign
Mr Coughlinaskedifmanynonresidentscomethroughbecauseoftheriverwalk
MORETRAFFICONTHERIVERWALKBUTNOTMUCHTHROUGHFRONT
ENTRANCE THEYWILLHAVEJUST ONELARGERSIGN NOWTHEYHAVETWO
SMALLERSIGNS
Mr LaBaysaidfrombrandingperspectivenowthatitisanestablishedcondominiumcomplexit
maybelessimportanttohavetheRiversEdgeonthe sign
THEYAGREETHAT126MERRIMACSTREETTRUMPSRIVERSEDGE

Deliberations
Mr LaBaysaidthismightbe thefirstsignapplicationapprovedatthe firsthearing
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Mr Ramsdellagreedthatseldomaresignapplicationsthiswelldoneandintunewiththeboard
Mr Penningtonagreedthatitisnicetohaveagoodsignandapplication
Mr Coughlinconcurred

Mr Coughlinmadeamotiontoapprovetheusevariancetoerecta freestandingsignto
replacetheexistingsign SecondedbyMr Pennington Fouraffirmative
Votes
Mr LaBay yes
Mr Pennington yes
Mr Coughlin yes
Mr Ramsdell yes

MotiontoadjournbyMr LaBayandsecondedbyMr Penningtonat735pm Unanimous
voicevote

RespectfullysubmittedbyLynnKinsellaVarney notetaker

ZBAminutesAugust23 2011 Page4of4


