City of Newburyport
Zoning Board of Appeals
September 13, 2016
Council Chambers

The meeting was called to order at 7:14 P.M.
A quorum was present.

1. Roll Call

In Attendance:

Ed Ramsdell (Chair)

Robert Ciampitti (Vice-Chair)

Richard Goulet

Renee Bourdeau

Maureen Pomeroy (Associate Member)

Absent:
Duncan LaBay (Secretary)

2. Business Meeting

a) Approval of Minutes
Minutes of the 08-26-16 will be approved at the next meeting.

3. Public Hearings

2016 057

Address: 37 Bromfield Street

Dimensional Variance

Construct a detached garage approx. 14’x24’ within the required side yard setback and in excess of lot
coverage requirements

Request to withdraw without prejudice.

Motion to withdraw application 2016-057 without prejudice made by Mr. Ciampitti, seconded by Mr.
Goulet.

The motion passed unanimously.

Votes Cast:

Ed Ramsdell- approve

Robert Ciampitti — approve

Duncan LaBay — absent

Richard Goulet — approve

Renee Bourdeau — approve

Maureen Pomeroy - approve
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2016 063

Address: 366 Merrimac Street

Dimensional Variance

Demolish existing building and reconstruct new boat repair shop/office/retail store within the required
side yard setback

Request to continue.

Motion to continue application 2016-063 to 10/11/16 made by Mr. Ciampitti, seconded by Mr. Goulet.
The motion passed unanimously.

Votes Cast:

Ed Ramsdell- approve

Robert Ciampitti — approve

Duncan LaBay — absent

Richard Goulet — approve

Renee Bourdeau — approve

Maureen Pomeroy - approve

2016 067

Address: 35 Purchase Street

Special Permit for Non-conformities

Construct a two-story addition resulting in an upward extension of a pre-existing non-conforming side
setback

Jean Allen of JMA Architects presented the application. The applicants want to add a two-story addition
off the back of their pre-existing non-conforming single-family residence. The addition would create an
accessible bed and bath for an elderly relative. The thought was to add a second floor as well to add
another bedroom for their second child. The placement of the addition within the side yard setback
would allow the applicants to maintain the openness of their backyard. The addition will keep with the
architectural style and integrity of the neighborhood.

Chair Ramsdell opened the hearing to public comment.
In Favor:
Susan Zinger, 37 Purchase Street

Ms. Zinger understood the motivation for the addition and was in support.

Richard George
Mr. George was in support.

In Opposition:
None

Questions from the Board:

Mr. Goulet asked about vinyl siding referenced in the application. The applicants ultimately decided on
cedar shingles.
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Ms. Pomeroy asked about the 1.25’ to property line and whether there was a fence between properties
and if there would be venting. Yes, there is a fence and any venting would be on the roof.

Deliberations:
Mr. Ramsdell noted that DPS did not recommend any changes to trees and sidewalks. The ordinance
would not be triggered.

Ms. Bourdeau commented that the changes seem reasonable and there was no opposition from
abutters.

Mr. Goulet noted that his only concern was vinyl siding, which was remedied. This is a reasonable
application.

Motion to approve application 2016-067 made by Mr. Goulet, seconded by Ms. Bourdeau.
The motion passed unanimously.

Votes Cast:

Ed Ramsdell- approve

Robert Ciampitti — approve

Duncan LaBay — absent

Richard Goulet — approve

Renee Bourdeau — approve

Maureen Pomeroy - approve

2016 068

Address: 15 Lafayette Street

Special Permit for Non-conformities

Remove existing enclosed porch and replace with larger one-story addition resulting in an increase in
pre-existing non-conforming lot coverage

Jivonne Alley of Joppa Design presented the application. The applicants want to remove an existing one-
story porch the previous owners enclosed and made a room in a haphazard manner. They would
demolish the existing porch and build a proper room with a slightly larger footprint. The roof would be
flat instead of sloped. It is a modest design and fits in with the neighborhood.

Chair Ramsdell opened the hearing to public comment.

In Favor:
The applicants submitted (3) letters of support from neighbors.

In Opposition:

Peter Anderholm, 14 Arlington Street

Mr. Anderholm lived directly behind the property and was concerned with what may top the flat roof.
Ms. Alley responded that the roof would house potential deck space. It would be built to support a deck,
but they have not decided yet. They would create privacy with plantings.

Questions from the Board:
None

Deliberations:
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Mr. Ramsdell commented that the lot coverage would only be slightly increasing by 1.7%.
Mr. Goulet though the application was reasonable and modest.
The rest of the Board agreed.

Motion to approve application 2016-068 made by Mr. Goulet, seconded by Ms. Bourdeau.
The motion passed unanimously.

Votes Cast:

Ed Ramsdell- approve

Robert Ciampitti — approve

Duncan LaBay — absent

Richard Goulet — approve

Renee Bourdeau — approve

Maureen Pomeroy - approve

2016 069

Address: 14 North Atkinson Street (Lot 1)
Dimensional Variance

Lot split and convert two-family to a single-family

2016 070

Address: 14 North Atkinson Street (Lot 2)

Dimensional Variance

Relief for lot area and frontage to construct a single family home

Request to continue.

Motion to continue applications 2016-069 and 2016-070 to 9/27/16 made by Mr. Ciampitti, seconded
by Mr. Goulet.

The motion passed unanimously.

Votes Cast:

Ed Ramsdell- approve

Robert Ciampitti — approve

Duncan LaBay — absent

Richard Goulet — approve

Renee Bourdeau — approve

Maureen Pomeroy - approve

The meeting adjourned at 7:45pm

Respectfully submitted, Katie Mahan - Note Taker
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