YOUTH SERVICES REPORT October 2011
For the Newburyport Youth Commission

Overview:
Programs: Fall 187 participants
Drop-In Center: 64 Members

Recreation Programs: Margot Petler, CPRP
The life and times of Margot at the Kelley, episode 1 million

As if the rain hasn’t been annoying enough, I'd like to blame it for our low fall
registration. While the brochure was full of tons of Fall programs that did not run, I'm
happy to announce that the following programs are up and running with happy youth:
American Red Cross Babysitting Training and Certification, Clay Workshop, Fencing,
Golf Lessons, Conditioning, Horseback Riding, Rock Climbing, Flag Football, Yoga and
several teams for Destination Imagination. Let’s just hope people are already dreaming
about skiing and snowboarding with NYS this winter—fingers crossed! Scary enough, |
had my first meeting today to lay out a few of our summer programs. We haven’t even
sat down to Thanksgiving dinner and I'm planning the schedule for sports programs that
end the week before school starts NEXT YEAR! More to come....

Events:

October 27  Youth Retreat

October 30  Farmer’s Market
November 3 Youth Council

November 7 Cultural Adventures Movie
November 18 Guy’s Night Out

Drop-In Center: Beth Manning

The Drop-In is up to 64 members and is averaging 20-30 members per day. Last month
the kids had a “Cupcake Wars” where two teams competed baking and decorating
cupcakes. They were voted on at the ribbon cutting for the new Labyrinth at the YWCA.

The kids have been working on crafts for our table at the Newburyport Farmer's Market
on October 30", We’ve made candles, earrings, bracelets, lip balm and much more. All
the proceeds will benefit the Youth Center.

We've started our annual food drive early this year. Donations will support the Pettengill
House and the Learning Enrichment Center. We will be collecting through the month of
December.



The BEACON: Chris Power

Going into our seventh year of DFC funding, The BEACON Coalition is working closely
with a number of community groups to expand our reach in the community. We will be
working with the Theatre Department at Newburyport High School throughout the next
few months on their next project. This year’s musical will be the high school edition of
“‘Rent”. We’ve joined on to this project to use the thematic elements of the musical to
begin discussing the particular issues that Newburyport faces as a community. Over the
course of the project we will be hosting educational opportunities for cast members,
creating PSA’s to promote the musical and the events surrounding the musical, and
holding a Community Talk Back, where community members are able to engage a
variety of issues publicly.

We’re hosting our first High School Retreat at the end of October. This year, the retreat
is being designed by the members of our Youth Council. We will be taking 40 students to
a day full of team building activities and fun. After a morning of getting to know each
other, the students will take a first hand look at our most recent 40 Developmental Asset
Survey. From this data, the students will identify three particular needs youth in
Newburyport have and should be addressed. Follow up and elaboration on these needs
will happen through our Youth Council and the second High School Retreat.

In terms of ongoing projects, our Parent Involvement Survey is still underway. We are
approaching the magic number for a validated sample.

The Coaster Campaign is on schedule to really begin over Thanksgiving Break, so we
will be working with bars and restaurants in town to organize that. We are also
continuing to grow our relationship with the police through different programs and
initiatives.

Skate Park:

We had several issues at the Skate Park this past month. We have had BMX users
jumping the fence, leaving graffiti with the f* word. The Sheriff’s dept’s graffiti team
came out to remove it. Also, one morning the park was found to be in bad shape with
beer cans, boxes and more trash left in the park and broken bottles along and on top of
the school building. The park is now getting locked again.

Other Projects:
= Did not receive the PEP grant
= CPA application $150,000 for Kelley School Sprinkler
o October 25" 7pm public hearing, due February; need commission

support
»  Grant writing workshop
= Building Use

Budget Report:

Current Balances Prior Current
Rev Rec Services $61095.77 $59230.00
Rev Middle School $14,273.00 $28018.00



