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Executive Branch Officials 
 

Mayor      Donna D. Holaday 
Dir. Policy/Administration    Peter Lombardi 
Chief Administrative Officer   Heather Rowe 
Assessor     Daniel F. Raycroft 
Asst. Assessor     Jill Brennan 
Building Commissioner    Gary W. Calderwood 
City Clerk     Richard B. Jones 
Asst. City Clerk & Clerk of Committees  Patricia E. Barker 
City Solicitor     Mark Reich (Kopelman & Paige) 
Council on Aging     Roseann Robillard 
Fire Chief and Emergency Management  Christopher LeClaire 
Deputy Fire Chief    Stephen H. Bradbury 
Deputy Emergency Management 
Harbormaster     Paul Hogg 
Head Librarian     Cynthia Dadd 
Health Director     Robert Bracey 
Animal Control Officer    Michael Bartlett 
      Scott Purdie 
Housing Authority     Christine Cashman 
Human Resources    Jenny Lamarre 
      Tracy Maynard 
Information Technology    Mark Kavanagh 
Marshal       Thomas Howard 
      Mark Murray (Acting) 
Parking Clerk     Richard B. Jones 
Parks       Lise Reid 
Planning       Andrew Port 
Public Services      Anthony Furnari  
Public Services Deputy     Andrew Lafferty 
      Wayne Amaral 
Recycling and Energy    Molly Ettenborough 
Superintendent of Schools    Susan Viccaro 
Asst. Superintendent    
Treasurer and Collector    Julie Languirand 
Asst. Treasurer and Collector   Kathleen Chase 
Veterans’ Services     Kevin Hunt 
Wiring Inspector     David Zinck 
Youth Services Director    Andrea Egmont 
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Elected Officials 

Mayor 
Donna D. Holaday 

 

City Council President 
Thomas F. O’Brien 

  

City Councilors at-Large 
Edward C. Cameron 

Barry N. Connell 
Ari B. Herzog 

Meghan C. Kinsey 
Bruce L. Vogel 

  

City Councilors 
Ward One  

Allison Heartquist 
 Ward Two 

Jared J. Eigerman 
Ward Three 

Robert J. Cronin 
Ward Four  

Charles F. Tontar 
Ward Five 

Larry G. Giunta 
Ward Six 

Thomas F. O’Brien 
  

School Committee 
Donna D. Holaday, Ex-Officio 

Stephen P. Cole 
Nicholas B. deKanter 

Jay Iannini 
Audrey McCarthy 

Bruce Menin 
Cheryl Sweeney, Vice Chair 

 
All elected officials are elected for two-year terms, except that the Mayor is elected for a four--year term 
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City Council Committee Assignments 
 

Budget & Finance      Joint Education 

Charles F. Tontar, Chairperson                                 Meghan C. Kinsey, Chairperson 

Edward C. Cameron     Allison Heartquist                                                             

Robert J. Cronin                                                       Larry G. Giunta                                                          

 

 

Planning & Development    Public Utilities 

Edward C. Cameron, Chairperson                             Ari B. Herzog, Chairperson 

Barry N. Connell                                                       Jared J. Eigerman                       

Jared J. Eigerman                                                       Bruce L. Vogel                                                       

 

 

Neighborhoods and City Services   Public Safety                                                                                     

Barry N. Connell, Chairperson                                    Robert J. Cronin, Chairperson 

Ari B. Herzog                                                               Larry G. Giunta 

Meghan C. Kinsey                                                     Charles F. Tontar                                                  

 

 

License & Permits                                      General Government 

Allison Heartquist, Chairperson                                  Thomas F. O’Brien 

Bruce L. Vogel                                                             Bruce L. Vogel                                                        

Meghan C. Kinsey                                                        Donna D. Holaday 

 

 

Rules Committee 

                                                  Robert J. Cronin, Chairperson 

                                                  Larry G. Giunta 

                                                 Thomas F. O’Brien 
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Mayors of Newburyport 
 

  1 HON. CALEB CUSHING 1851-1852 35 HON. WILLIAM F. HOUSTON 1905-1906 

2 HON. HENRY JOHNSON 1852-1853 36 HON. ALBERT F. HUNT 1907 

3 HON. MOSES DAVENPORT 1854-1855 37 HON. IRVIN BESSE 1908 

4 HON. WILLIAM CUSHING 1856-1858 38 HON. ALBERT F. HUNT 1909 

5 HON. ALBERT CURRIER 1859-1860 39 HON. ROBERT E. BURKE 1910-1912 

6 HON. MOSES DAVENPORT 1861 40 HON. HIRAN H. LANFORD 1913-1914 

7 HON. GEORGE W. JACKMAN, JR 1861-1862 41 HON. CLARENCE J. FOGG 1915-1916 

8 HON. ISAAC H. BOARDMAN 1863 42 HON. WALTER B. HOPKINSON 1917-1918 

9 HON. GEORGE W. JACKMAN, JR 1864-1865 43 HON. DAVID P. PAGE 1919-1921 

10 HON. WILLIAM GRAVES 1866 44 HON. MICHAEL CASHMAN 1922-1925 

11 HON. EBEN F. STONE 1867 45 HON. OSCAR H. NELSON 1926-1927 

12 HON. NATHANIEL PIERCE 1868-1869 46 HON. ANDREW J. GILLIS 1928-1931 

13 HON ROBERT COUCH 1870-1871 47 HON. GAYDEN W. MORRILL 1932-1935 

14 HON. ELBRIDGE G. KELLEY 1871-1872 48 HON. ANDREW J. GILLIS 1936-1937 

15 HON. WARREN CURRIER 1873-1874 49 HON. JAMES F. CARENS 1938-1941 

16 HON. BENJAMIN F. ATKINSON 1875-1876 50 HON. JOHN M. KELLEHER 1942-1949 

17 HON. GEORGE W. JACKMAN, JR 1877 51 HON. ANDREW J. GILLIS 1950-1953 

18 HON. JONATHAN SMITH 1878 52 HON. HENRY GRAF, JR. 1954-1957 

19 HON. JOHN JAMES CURRIER 1879-1880 53 HON. ANDREW J. GILLIS 1958-1959 

20 HON ROBERT COUCH 1881 54 HON. ALBERT H. ZABRISKIE 1960-1963 

21 HON. BENJAMIN HALE  1882 55 HON. GEORGE H. LAWLER, JR 1964-1967 

22 HON. WILLIAM A. JOHNSON 1883-1884 56 HON. BYRON J. MATTHEWS 1968-1977 

23 HON. THOMAS C. SIMPSON 1885 57 HON. RICHARD E. SULLIVAN 1978-1985 

24 HON. CHARLES C. DANE 1886 58 HON. PETER J. MATTHEWS 1986-1987 

25 HON. J. OTIS WINCKLEY 1887 59 HON. EDWARD G. MOLIN 1988-1989 

26 HON. WILLIAM H HUSE** 1888 60 HON. PETER J. MATTHEWS 1990-1993 

27 HON. ALBERT C. TITCOMB 1888-1889 61 HON LISA L. MEAD  1994-1997 

28 HON. ELISHA P. DODGE 1890-1891 62 HON. CHRISTOPHER R. SULLIVAN  1997 

29 HON. ORRIN J. GURNEY 1892-1895 63 HON. MARY M. CARRIER 1998-1999 

30 HON. ANDREW J. CURTIS 1896-1897 64 HON LISA L. MEAD  2000-2001 

31 HON. GEORGE H. PLUMMER 1898 65 HON. ALAN P. LAVENDER 2002-2003 

32 HON. THOMAS HUSE 1899-1900 66 HON. MARY ANNE CLANCY 2004-2005 

33 HON. MOSES BROWN 1901-1902 67 HON. JOHN F. MOAK 2006-2009 

34 HON. JAMES F. CARENS 1903-1904 68 HON. DONNA D. HOLADAY 2010-present 
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Boards, Commissions and Committees  

Appointed by the Mayor and Confirmed by the City Council 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ad Hoc Committees 
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Boards, Commissions and Committees Membership 
 
 

Board Name First 
Name Last Name Address 1 City Appt Expires Title 

Affordable Housing 
Trust Susanne Cameron 17 Oakland 

St Newburyport 23-Feb-15 01-Jan-17   

Affordable Housing 
Trust Madeline Nash 19 Arlington 

St Newburyport 12-May-14 01-Feb-16   

Affordable Housing 
Trust Judith Tymon 39 Lime St Newburyport 15-Apr-14 01-Apr-16 Chair  

Affordable Housing 
Trust Karen B. Wiener 7 Lincoln St Newburyport 14-Oct-14 01-Sep-15   

Animal Control 
Officer Robert Steach 185 School 

Street 
Manchester-
by-the-Sea 14-Oct-14 01-May-15   

Assessor Daniel Raycroft 1 Brown Ave Amesbury 12-Jan-15 01-Jan-18   

Assistant 
Harbormaster Master Enrico Caruso 34 Russett 

Hill Road Haverhill 14-Dec-15 31-Dec-17 Shellfish 
Constable 

Assistant 
Harbormaster Master Francis A. Chaisson 300 

Merrimac St Newburyport 14-Dec-15 31-Dec-17 Shellfish 
Constable 

Assistant 
Harbormaster Master Michael Chaisson 46 Lake 

Attitash Rd Amesbury 14-Dec-15 31-Dec-17 Shellfish 
Constable 

Assistant 
Harbormaster Master Richard Cummings 7 Jewett St Georgetown 14-Dec-15 31-Dec-17 Shellfish 

Constable 

Assistant 
Harbormaster Master Joseph Grande 52 Linwood 

Ave Methuen 14-Dec-15 31-Dec-17 Shellfish 
Constable 

Assistant 
Harbormaster Master Adam R. Hayden 

76 
Longfellow 
Drive 

Newburyport 14-Dec-15 31-Dec-17 Shellfish 
Constable 

Assistant 
Harbormaster Master James Maranto 167 Harper 

Ridge Rd. E. Hampstead 14-Dec-15 31-Dec-17 Shellfish 
Constable 

Assistant 
Harbormaster Master Benedetto Orlando 104 North 

Ave. Apt 2 Haverhill 14-Dec-15 31-Dec-17 Shellfish 
Constable 

Assistant 
Harbormaster Master Robert Padellaro 17 56th 

Street Newburyport 14-Dec-15 01-Dec-17 Shellfish 
Constable 

Assistant 
Harbormaster Master Daniel Scott 4 Ferry Road Methuen 14-Dec-15 15-Apr-17 Shellfish 

Constable 

Assistant 
Harbormaster Master Philip Stern 

271 
Merrimac St., 
Apt 2 

Newburyport 14-Dec-15 31-Dec-17 Shellfish 
Constable 

Assistant 
Harbormaster Master Lance Thokle 1 River 

Court Newburyport 14-Dec-15 01-Dec-17 Shellfish 
Constable 

Assistant 
Harbormaster Master David Willey 

13 
Devonshire 
Crossing 

Lowell 14-Dec-15 31-Dec-17 Shellfish 
Constable 
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Assistant 
Harbormaster Master Kristian Zoeller 115 Timber 

Swamp Road Hampton 14-Dec-15 31-Dec-17 Shellfish  
Constable 

Assistant 
Treasurer/Collector Kathleen Chase 2 Belcher St Newburyport 28-Oct-13 01-Nov-16   

Asst. Inspector of 
Wires Barry McBride 5 Pine St Salisbury 23-Feb-15 31-Jan-16   

Atkinson Common 
Commission Beverly MacBurnie 3 Magnolia 

St. Newburyport 27-Jun-11 31-Mar-17 Chair 

Atkinson Common 
Commission Jeanine T. Murphy 10 Plummer 

Ave Newburyport 12-Aug-13 30-Mar-16   

Atkinson Common 
Commission Wallace Thurlow 2 Dorothy 

Lucey Dr Newburyport 13-Jul-15 01-May-18   

Auditor Ethan Manning 31 Howard 
Street Newburyport 12-May-14 01-Feb-17   

Bartlet Mall 
Commission Andrea G Eigerman 83 High 

Street Newburyport 28-Oct-13 01-Dec-16   

Bartlet Mall 
Commission Joanna Fernandes 29 Hill Street Newburyport 28-Sep-15 01-Dec-16   

Bartlet Mall 
Commission Ellen Hanick 9 Hallisey 

Drive Newburyport 12-May-14 31-May-17   

Bartlet Mall 
Commission Karen Johnson 120 High St Newburyport 13-Apr-15 01-Feb-18   

Bartlet Mall 
Commission Constance Maass 4 Smith 

Street Newburyport 11-May-15 01-Feb-18   

Board of Health Robin S. Blair 18 Market St Newburyport 17-Mar-14 31-Mar-17 Chairperson 

Board of Health Daryl Colden 50 Tyng 
Street Newburyport 27-Apr-15 01-Jan-18 Dr. 

Board of Health Patricia Lawrence PO Box 1431 Newburyport 12-Mar-13 01-Feb-16   

Board of Registrars E. Douglas Bolick 8 Court 
Street Newburyport 13-Aug-12 01-Sep-15   

Board of Registrars Susanne F Gallagher 3 Garnet 
Street Newburyport 15-Apr-14 31-Mar-17   

Board of Registrars Mary Zinck 6 Laurel Rd. Newburyport 27-Apr-15 31-Mar-18   

Board of Water/Sewer 
Commission Robert Cook 19 Everett 

Dr Newburyport 12-May-14 01-May-16   

Board of Water/Sewer 
Commission David Hanlon 68 Warren 

Street Newburyport 12-May-14 01-May-17   

Board of Water/Sewer 
Commission Roger Jones 

37 
Storeybrooke 
Drive 

Newburyport 29-Jun-15 01-May-18   

Board of Water/Sewer 
Commission Edmund Kelley 24 Dorothy 

Lucey Dr Newburyport 12-May-14 01-May-17   

Board of Water/Sewer 
Commission John Tomasz 

38 
Storeybrooke 
Drive 

Newburyport 12-May-14 01-May-16   

Building Inspector Gary Calderwood NBPT City 
Hall Newburyport 29-Jan-15 15-Jan-18   

Cable Advisory 
Committee Sarah Hayden 8 Hunter 

Drive Newburyport 

  

  

Cable Advisory 
Committee Rob Kaplan 4 Shandel Dr Newburyport 
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Cable Advisory 
Committee Mark Kavanagh NBPT. City 

Hall Newburyport 

  

  

Cable Advisory 
Committee Don Skane NBPT. High 

School Newburyport 23-Feb-04 

 

  

Commission on 
Disability Christopher Carey 25 Temple 

St., Apt. 101 Newburyport 31-Mar-14 31-Mar-17   

Commission on 
Disability Jennie Donahue 18 Cherry 

Street Newburyport 14-Nov-11 01-Oct-14   

Commission on 
Disability Kristen Farrell 28 Spofford 

Street Newburyport 07-Jan-14 31-Jan-17   

Commission on 
Disability Karen Flahive 492 

Merrimac St Newburyport 24-Sep-12 01-Sep-15   

Commission on 
Disability Arthur M Levine 43 B Kent 

Street Newburyport 28-Apr-14 30-Apr-17   

Commission on 
Disability Dr. Barry Spiro 4 Lafayette 

Street Newburyport 28-Oct-13 01-Nov-16   

Commission on 
Disability Rich Traister, MD 

325 
Merrimac 
Street 

Newburyport 14-Jul-14 30-Jun-17   

Community 
Preservation Act 
Committee 

Michael Dissette 44 Jefferson 
St. Newburyport 13-Apr-15 01-Mar-18   

Community 
Preservation Act 
Committee 

Judith C. Grohe 14 Strong 
Street Newburyport 24-Jun-13 01-May-16 Chair 

Community 
Preservation Act 
Committee 

Jane Healey 38 Winter 
Street Newburyport 31-Mar-14 01-Mar-17   

Community 
Preservation Act 
Committee 

Paul Healy 8 N Street Newburyport 10-Jun-13 31-May-16   

Community 
Preservation Act 
Committee 

Daniel J Koen 16 Boyd 
Drive Newburyport 30-Mar-14 01-Feb-17   

Community 
Preservation Act 
Committee 

Donald F. Little 6 Cottage 
Court Newburyport 10-Jun-13 01-May-16   

Community 
Preservation Act 
Committee 

Leah McGavern 21 Marlboro 
St Newburyport 14-Oct-14 01-Oct-17   

Community 
Preservation Act 
Committee 

Stephen Sawyer 15 Collins 
Street Newburyport 26-Oct-15 01-Nov-18   

Community 
Preservation Act 
Committee 

Sarah White 349 High St Newburyport 13-Oct-15 01-Oct-18   

Conservation 
Commission Dan Bourdeau 376 High 

Street Newburyport 29-Jun-15 01-Jun-17   

Conservation 
Commission Paul Healy 8 N Street Newburyport 10-Jun-13 31-May-16   
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Conservation 
Commission Stephen J. Moore 10 North 

Atkinson St Newburyport 30-Nov-15 01-Dec-18   

Conservation 
Commission Douglas A Muir 10 Hancock 

St Newburyport 12-May-14 01-May-17   

Conservation 
Commission Joseph C Teixeira 44 Hale 

Street Newburyport 13-Apr-15 01-Mar-18 Chair 

Conservation 
Commission David Vine 47 Marlboro 

St Newburyport 24-Nov-14 31-May-16   

Conservation 
Commission Daniel Warchol 47 Plummer 

Ave Newburyport 28-Oct-13 01-Sep-15   

Constables for City 
Business Brian Brunault 83 Garden 

Street 
West 
Newbury 14-Jul-14 01-Jul-17   

Constables for City 
Business Paul S Cardaci 

135 Beach 
Road Unit 
C5 

Salisbury 09-Dec-13 01-Dec-16   

Constables for City 
Business David Newbert 231 Middle 

Road Byfield 27-Aug-12 30-Jul-15   

Constables for Civil 
Business Donald B. Notargiacomo 5B Zabriskie 

Drive Newburyport 28-Sep-15 01-Sep-17   

Council on Aging Charles Carroll 25 Hill Street Newburyport 31-May-11 01-May-16   

Council on Aging Richard A Eaton 4 Horton St Newburyport 28-Feb-11 31-May-16   

Council on Aging Miller Graf 2 Rawson 
Hill road Newburyport 13-Nov-12 31-May-17   

Council on Aging Janice Kelley 24 Dorothy 
Lucey Dr. Newburyport 25-Jun-12 31-May-17   

Council on Aging Jo Ann Kincaid 17 Otis Place 
#2 Newburyport 13-Nov-12 31-May-17   

Council on Aging Yvonne McQuilkin 39 Purchase 
St Newburyport 13-May-13 31-May-18   

Council on Aging Cynthia Muir 10 Hancock 
Street Newburyport 27-Apr-15 31-May-20   

Council on Aging Fran Munroe 
7 
Christopher 
Street 

Newburyport 25-Jun-12 31-May-17 Chair 

Council on Aging Frances Reslewic 12 Chase 
Street Newburyport 31-May-11 01-May-16   

Council on Aging John Ronan 21 Ferry Rd Newburyport 11-Aug-14 31-May-19   

Council on Aging Martha True 24 Cherry 
Street Newburyport 14-May-12 31-May-17   

Cultural Council Vaughn Abbott 61 Prospect 
Street Newburyport 24-Oct-12 01-Oct-15   

Cultural Council Ruth Allen 60 Boardman 
St Newburyport 14-Jan-13 14-Dec-15   

Cultural Council Judy Avery 54 Milk ST Newburyport 09-Jun-14 01-Jun-17   

Cultural Council Ellen Burke Hart 8 Harrison St Newburyport 09-Sep-13 30-Aug-16   

Cultural Council Amanda Martindale 102 High St. 
Apt. 3 Newburyport 12-Dec-12 14-Dec-14   
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Cultural Council Jane Niebling 45 Temple 
Street Newburyport 28-Sep-15 30-Sep-15   

Cultural Council Anne Spraker 20 Tremont 
St., #1 Newburyport 27-Oct-14 01-Oct-17 Chair 

Cultural Council Jennifer Wilson 11 Center St Newburyport 09-Sep-13 30-Aug-16   

Cultural Council Ronald S Ziemba 58 Lime St. 1 Newburyport 28-Apr-14 30-Apr-17   
Director of Public 
Services Anthony J Furnari 10 Olsen 

Road Newburyport 10-Feb-14 01-Feb-17   

Diversity & Tolerance 
Commission Peter M. Blaiwas 61 Pleasant 

St #717 Newburyport 30-Nov-15 01-Dec-18   

Diversity & Tolerance 
Commission Shawn Flaherty 3 Summit 

Place Newburyport 12-Jan-15 01-Dec-17   

Diversity & Tolerance 
Commission Elizabeth Horne 13 Moseley 

Pl Newburyport 13-Apr-15 01-May-18   

Diversity & Tolerance 
Commission Michelle R. LaFlamme 3 Bricher 

Street Newburyport 13-Jul-15 01-Jun-18   

Diversity & Tolerance 
Commission 

Katherine 
D Preftes 6 H Street Newburyport 17-Mar-14 01-Feb-17 Chair 

Diversity & Tolerance 
Commission Donna Scott 4 Strong 

Street Newburyport 12-Aug-13 31-May-16   

Diversity & Tolerance 
Commission Kenneth J. Wilson, Jr 125 State 

Street Newburyport 23-Jul-12 30-Jun-15   

Electrical Inspector David Zinck 6 Laurel 
Road Newburyport 29-Jan-15 31-Jan-16   

Emergency 
Management Director Christopher LeClaire 

37 
Marshview 
Circle 

Seabrook, 
NH 30-Mar-15 

 

  

Emma Andrews 
Branch Library 
Commission 

Susan Chase 44 Oak St Newburyport 30-Nov-15 30-Oct-16 Chair 

Emma Andrews 
Branch Library 
Commission 

Donna Conway 27 Marlboro 
St Newburyport 30-Nov-15 30-Oct-16   

Emma Andrews 
Branch Library 
Commission 

Aine G. Ellrott 43 Purchase 
St Newburyport 30-Nov-15 30-Oct-16   

Emma Andrews 
Branch Library 
Commission 

Elizabeth Valeriani 29 Oak St Newburyport 30-Nov-15 30-Oct-16   

Emma Andrews 
Branch Library 
Commission 

Elizabeth L. Watson 53 Warren 
St., Unit 315 Newburyport 30-Nov-15 30-Oct-16   

Energy Advisory 
Committee Richard W. England 

73 
Washington 
Street 

Newburyport 30-Mar-15 

 

  

Finance Director Ethan Manning 31 Howard 
St Newburyport 12-May-14 01-Feb-17   

Fire Chief Christopher LeClaire 570 Ocean 
Road Portsmouth 29-Apr-13 01-Jun-18   

Fruit St Local Historic 
District Study Leslie Eckholdt 36 Warren St Newburyport 10-Feb-14 01-Mar-17   
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Committee 

Fruit St Local Historic 
District Study 
Committee 

Marian 
Leighton Levy 323 

Merrimac St Newburyport 29-Jan-15 01-Dec-17   

Fruit St Local Historic 
District Study 
Committee 

Bonnie Sontag 10 Upland St Newburyport 10-Aug-15 31-May-18   

Fruit St Local Historic 
District Study 
Committee 

Maurice Southworth 12 Fruit 
Street Newburyport 12-Aug-13 01-May-16 Chair 

Fruit St Local Historic 
District Study 
Committee 

Kevin Wallace 40 Oak St Newburyport 28-Oct-13 30-Oct-16   

Harbor Commission Andrew Casson 240 
Merrimac St Newburyport 27-May-14 31-Mar-17   

Harbor Commission Paul Dahn 343 High St Newburyport 11-Feb-13 31-Jan-16   

Harbor Commission Robert Dow 185 Storey 
Ave. Newburyport 12-May-14 01-May-17   

Harbor Commission T. Bradley Duffin 2 Cutting 
Drive Newburyport 13-May-13 02-Apr-16 Chairperson 

Harbor Commission Justin Dutcher 7 Morin Rd Newburyport 09-Sep-13 01-Sep-15   

Harbor Commission Christopher Kealey 8 Payson 
Street Newburyport 08-Jun-15 01-Jun-17   

Harbor Commission James Knapp 
129 
Merrimac St. 
Unit10 

Newburyport 27-May-14 01-May-17   

Harbor Commission Daniel R May 5 Dorothy 
Lucey Dr Newburyport 10-Dec-12 01-Nov-15   

Harbor Commission Paul Rooney, Jr. 14 LaValley 
Lane Newburyport 28-May-13 31-May-16   

Harbor Master Paul Hogg 4 Coltin Dr Newburyport 13-May-13 01-May-16   
Highland Cemetery 
Commission Jeffrey Briggs 17 Dalton St Newburyport 29-Oct-13 01-Nov-16   

Highland Cemetery 
Commission Donna Harrington 20 Beacon 

Ave Newburyport 13-Apr-15 01-Feb-18   

Highland Cemetery 
Commission Gary Robinson 12 Hill Street Newburyport 27-Feb-12 01-Feb-15   

Highland Cemetery 
Commission Patricia M Spalding 5 Bricher 

Street Newburyport 17-Mar-14 01-Feb-17   

Highland Cemetery 
Commission Jeffrey R Tomlinson 21 Hill Street Newburyport 12-May-14 01-Feb-17   

Historical Commission Mark Bilodeau 63 High 
Street Newburyport 27-Jan-14 01-May-17   

Historical Commission Malcolm Carnwath 22 Strong 
Street Newburyport 30-Sep-13 30-Sep-15   

Historical Commission Stephen Dodge 22 Union St Newburyport 08-Sep-14 01-Aug-17   

Historical Commission Edmund R. 
(Ned) McGrath 28 Olive St. Newburyport 27-Mar-12 01-Dec-15   

Historical Commission William Todd 8 Foster 
Court Newburyport 31-Mar-14 01-Mar-17 Alternate 
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Historical Commission Margaret Welch 82 Curzons 
Mill Rd Newburyport 10-Jun-13 31-May-16   

Historical Commission Sarah White 349 High 
Street Newburyport 11-Feb-13 01-Jan-16   

Human Resources 
Director Tracy Maynard 16 Doe run 

Drive Newburyport 08-Dec-14 01-Jan-18   

Library Board of 
Directors Monica Blondin 154 High 

Street Newburyport 09-Feb-09 15-Jan-16   

Library Board of 
Directors Kathleen Carey 2 Chapel 

Street Newburyport 22-Feb-10 31-Dec-17   

Library Board of 
Directors James Connolly 47 Green St. Newburyport 

  

Esquire, Ex 
Officio 

Library Board of 
Directors Barbara Dowd 12 Merrill St. Newburyport 27-Mar-12 01-Jan-19   

Library Board of 
Directors Marcia Edson 11 Salem St. Newburyport 15-Mar-10 31-Dec-17   

Library Board of 
Directors Gary Gorski 18 Magnolia 

Street Newburyport 29-Apr-13 01-Jan-20   

Library Board of 
Directors Robert Gould 280 High 

Street Newburyport 

  

Ex Officio 

Library Board of 
Directors Stephen Moore 10 No. 

Atkinston St. Newburyport 28-Apr-08 01-Jan-15   

Library Board of 
Directors Elizabeth Valeriani 29 Oak St. Newburyport 24-Jan-11 31-Dec-17   

Library Board of 
Directors Josiah Welch 59 High St. Newburyport 

  

Chair 

Library Board of 
Directors Sarah White 349 High St Newburyport 09-Dec-13 01-Jan-20   

Licensing Board Joseph H. Devlin 3 Dexter 
Lane Newburyport 01-May-12 01-Jun-18   

Licensing Board T. Bradley Duffin 2 Cutting 
Drive Newburyport 12-Sep-11 01-Jun-17   

Licensing Board Craig Holt 33 Carter St Newburyport 29-Sep-14 01-Jun-20   

Licensing Board Gregg M Ogden 6 Merrill 
Street Newburyport 08-Dec-14 01-Jun-18   

Licensing Board Richard Sharp 11 Lincoln 
Street Newburyport 12-Sep-11 01-Jun-17   

Local Historic District 
Study Committee E. Douglas Bolick 8 Court 

Street Newburyport 13-Dec-10 01-Nov-13   

Local Historic District 
Study Committee Douglas Locy 17 Alberta 

Ave Newburyport 25-Jun-07 

 

  

Local Historic District 
Study Committee Edward Ramsdell 32 Kent 

Street Newburyport 29-Aug-11 

 

  

Local Historic District 
Study Committee Margaret Welch 82 Curzon 

Mill Road Newburyport 25-Jun-07 

 

  

Local Historic District 
Study Committee Sarah White 349 High 

Street Newburyport 25-Jun-07 

 

Chair 
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Moseley Woods 
Commission Rosemary Decie 8 Fedners 

Avenue Newburyport 27-Mar-12 01-Feb-15   

Moseley Woods 
Commission Ann Dykes 477 

Merrimac St Newburyport 13-Aug-12 01-Jun-15 Chair 

Moseley Woods 
Commission Katie Guildner 7 Broad St., 

#2 Newburyport 09-Jun-14 01-Jan-17   

Moseley Woods 
Commission Josh Kasteler 15 Cutting 

Drive Newburyport 27-Jan-14 31-Jan-17   

Moseley Woods 
Commission Deborah Woron-Masia 3 Moulton St. Newburyport 28-Jan-13 01-Jan-16   

Municipal Liaison Richard Jones 283 High 
Street Newburyport 14-Dec-09 

 

  

Municipal Retirement 
Board Alexander Kravchuk 19 1/2 Myrtle 

Avenue Newburyport 

 

14-Jun-15   

Newburyport Housing 
Authority Cheryl Amey 24 Milk St Newburyport 24-Jan-11 31-Jan-16   

Newburyport Housing 
Authority Kimberley Logue 50 Park 

Circle Newburyport 14-May-12 01-May-17   

Newburyport Housing 
Authority Thomas O'Brien 11 Moseley 

Ave. Newburyport 10-Dec-12 01-Aug-17   

Newburyport 
Redevelopment 
Authority 

Leslie Eckholdt 36 Warren 
Street Newburyport 12-May-14 01-May-19   

Newburyport 
Redevelopment 
Authority 

Marian 
Leighton Levy 323 

Merrimac St Newburyport 28-Sep-15 30-Oct-20   

Newburyport 
Redevelopment 
Authority 

Tom Salemi 16 Tyng  St., 
Unit E Newburyport 13-Feb-12 15-Jan-17 Chair 

Newburyport 
Redevelopment 
Authority 

Andrew Sidford 55 Marlboro 
St Newburyport 

  

state 
appointment 

Newburyport 
Redevelopment 
Authority 

Robert Uhlig 10 Ocean St Newburyport 09-Jun-14 01-Mar-17   

Open Space 
Committee George Blaxter 26 Broad 

Street Newburyport 24-Feb-12 

 

  

Open Space 
Committee Michael Dissette 44 Jefferson 

Street Newburyport 30-Apr-12 

 

Vice-Chair 

Open Space 
Committee Ms. Leslie Eckholdt 36 Warren 

St. Newburyport 29-Mar-10 

 

  

Open Space 
Committee Michael Frey 5 Wilson 

Way Newburyport 25-Feb-13 

 

Ad-Hoc 

Open Space 
Committee Erin Moon LaRosa 8 Wildwood 

Drive Newburyport 29-Apr-13 

 

  

Open Space 
Committee Elizabeth Marcus 10 Barton 

Street Newburyport 24-Feb-12 

 

  

Open Space 
Committee Lawrence McCavitt 5 Madison 

Street Newburyport 24-Feb-12 

 

  

Parks Commission Ann Dykes 12 Munroe St Newburyport 26-Oct-15 01-Apr-18   
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Parks Commission Ann M. Lagasse 1 Piper's 
Quarry Newburyport 14-Jan-13 01-Feb-18   

Parks Commission Karen Popken 49 Boardman 
Street Newburyport 29-May-12 30-Apr-17   

Parks Commission Stephen Sawyer 15 Collins 
Street Newburyport 13-Apr-15 01-Apr-18   

Parks Commission Kimberly Turner 27 High 
Street Newburyport 12-May-14 01-May-19   

Planning Board James Brugger 4 Savory St Newburyport 13-Apr-15 01-May-20   

Planning Board Susan Grolnic 10 Willow 
Ave. Newburyport 13-Jul-15 31-May-20   

Planning Board Douglas Locy 17 Alberta 
Ave. Newburyport 25-Aug-14 01-Aug-19   

Planning Board Noah A Luskin 36 Plummer 
Avenue Newburyport 08-Dec-14 31-May-19   

Planning Board James McCarthy 17 Russia 
Street Newburyport 10-Feb-14 31-Jan-19 Chair 

Planning Board Leah McGavern 21 Marlboro 
St Newburyport 14-Oct-14 31-May-16   

Planning Board Andrew Shapiro 20 Eagle St Newburyport 13-Apr-15 01-Apr-20   

Planning Board Bonnie Sontag 10 Upland Rd Newburyport 14-May-12 31-May-17   

Planning Board Donald B Walters 15 Smith 
Street Newburyport 10-Jun-13 31-May-18   

Planning Director Andrew R Port 12 Central 
Place Saugus 27-Jan-14 31-Jan-17   

Sealer of Weights & 
Measures James Cassidy 72 Spring St Medford 09-Sep-13 

 

  

Shellfish Constable Paul Hogg 4 Coltin 
Drive Newburyport 09-Sep-13 01-Jul-16   

Treasurer/Collector Julie Languirand 13 Cushing 
Street Salisbury 30-Sep-13 30-Aug-16   

Tree Commission Paul M Bevilacqua 
126 
Merrimac St., 
Unit 3 

Newburyport 23-Feb-15 01-Nov-18   

Tree Commission David Dylewski 334 R 
Merrimac St Newburyport 12-Nov-13 01-Nov-15   

Tree Commission Byron M Getchell 14 Milk 
Street Newburyport 24-Jun-13 01-May-16   

Tree Commission Paul J Harrington 251 B High St Newburyport 28-Oct-13 01-Nov-16   

Tree Commission Crispin S Miller 
1 Parker 
Ridge Way 
west 

Newburyport 15-Apr-14 01-Nov-17   

Tree Commission Jane Niebling 45 Temple 
Street Newburyport 13-Jul-15 30-Jun-18   

Tree Commission Ed Taylor 25 Bromfield 
St. B Newburyport 27-Apr-15 01-May-18   

Trust Fund 
Commission Richard A Eaton 4 Horton 

Street Newburyport 15-Apr-14 01-Mar-17 TFERI 

Trust Fund 
Commission Sheila A. Mullins 7 Parsons 

Street Newburyport 25-Aug-14 01-Aug-17   
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Trust Fund 
Commission Richard J. O'Brien 41 Olive St. Newburyport 25-Aug-14 01-Apr-17 Chair  

Veterans Agent Kevin Hunt 14 Tenth 
Street Newburyport 13-Apr-15 01-Apr-16   

Waterfront Trust Joseph Brown 6 Cutting 
Drive Newburyport 14-Jan-13 01-Dec-17   

Waterfront Trust George Ellison, Jr. 2A Noble St Newburyport 12-Jan-15 01-Dec-19   

Waterfront Trust Steven D. Hines 54 Ferry 
Road Newburyport 25-Aug-14 31-Dec-18   

Waterfront Trust Wilbur Shenk 1 Beck Street Newburyport 14-Oct-14 01-Dec-18   

Waterfront Trust Scott Sutherland 3 Savory 
Street Newburyport 12-Dec-11 01-Dec-16   

Zoning Board of 
Appeals Renee Bourdeau 376 High St Newburyport 30-Mar-15 01-Mar-20 Alternate 

Zoning Board of 
Appeals Robert Ciampitti, Jr. 

552 
Merrimac 
Street 

Newburyport 30-Apr-12 01-Feb-16   

Zoning Board of 
Appeals Richard Goulet 19 Kent 

Street Newburyport 13-Apr-15 30-Jun-16   

Zoning Board of 
Appeals Duncan LaBay 4 Ferry Road Newburyport 28-Apr-14 01-Feb-19   

Zoning Board of 
Appeals Libby McGee 260 Water St Newburyport 28-Apr-14 30-Apr-19   

Zoning Board of 
Appeals Jamie Pennington 16 Eagle St Newburyport 30-Mar-15 05-Jan-20   

Zoning Board of 
Appeals Edward Ramsdell 32 Kent St. Newburyport 14-Mar-11 01-Feb-16 Chair  
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Report of the City Clerk 

Vital Statistics 
July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015 

 

 

BIRTHS                MALES         FEMALES 

Births Recorded     385                                  384    
  

Births in Newburyport     47                  36       
parents residing in City              

 
Births in Newburyport             319               326 
parents residing elsewhere                                            

 

Births outside Newburyport                                      19                                   22                                        
parents residing in City                 
    

 

DEATHS 

Deaths Recorded                                           159                                190                                                                                                                     
                                                                         
Residents of Newburyport       47                                  75                                           
died in City                        
 
Non-residents died in                                            95                                  87                 
Newburyport                                                       

Residents of Newburyport       17       28 
died elsewhere                   

 

 

MARRIAGES 

Marriage Licenses Issued                                          146             
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Ordinances 
 

see following page 
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Elections 
 

State Election November 4, 2014  

 

 Ward 
1p 

Ward 1  Ward 2 Ward 3 Ward 4 Ward  5 Ward 6 Total 

Senator in Congress                 
Blanks 18 49 49 61 58 64 56 355 
EDWARD J. MARKEY 198 725 921 887 942 603 751 5027 
BRIAN J. HERR 145 348 368 432 560 499 551 2903 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 361 1122 1338 1380 1560 1166 1358 8285 
Governor and Lt. 
Governor 

                

Blanks 5 12 22 23 21 13 13 109 
BAKER & POLITO 195 484 536 612 768 684 746 4025 
COAKLEY & KERRIGAN 152 583 737 697 712 434 547 3862 
FALCHUK & JENNINGS 5 32 27 33 48 22 40 207 
LIVELY & SAUNDERS 1 5 8 10 4 8 8 44 
McCORMICK & POST 3 6 8 5 7 5 4 38 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 361 1122 1338 1380 1560 1166 1358 8285 
Attorney General                 
Blanks 12 43 53 60 57 62 55 342 
MAURA HEALEY 213 763 928 925 973 637 801 5240 
JOHN B. MILLER 136 316 357 395 530 467 502 2703 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 361 1122 1338 1380 1560 1166 1358 8285 
Secretary of State                 
Blanks 16 58 65 64 79 57 74 413 
WILLIAM FRANCIS 
GALVIN 

221 766 930 936 1003 713 850 5419 

DAVID D'ARCANGELO 114 257 281 327 430 373 407 2189 
DANIEL L. FACTOR 10 41 62 53 48 23 27 264 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 361 1122 1338 1380 1560 1166 1358 8285 
Treasurer                 
Blanks 25 96 99 112 111 82 94 619 
DEBORAH B GOLDBERG 178 610 767 751 785 504 636 4231 
MICHAEL JAMES 
HEFFERNAN 

143 369 405 456 613 543 593 3122 

IAN T JACKSON 15 47 67 61 51 37 35 313 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 361 1122 1338 1380 1560 1166 1358 8285 
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Continued 11/4/2014 Ward 
1p 

Ward 1  Ward 2 Ward 3 Ward 4 Ward  5 Ward 6 Total 

Auditor                 
Blanks 37 124 126 145 142 126 135 835 
SUZANNE M. BUMP 170 604 765 735 804 532 644 4254 
PATRICIA S. SAINT 
AUBIN 

140 341 377 430 556 471 538 2853 

MK MERELICE 14 53 70 70 58 37 41 343 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 361 1122 1338 1380 1560 1166 1358 8285 
Representative in 
Congress 

                

Blanks 5 12 38 28 31 33 21 168 
SETH W. MOULTON 199 744 885 868 945 588 746 4975 
RICHARD R. TISEI 142 328 366 439 546 509 548 2878 
CHRISTOPHER J. 
STOCKWELL 

15 38 49 45 38 36 43 264 

Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 361 1122 1338 1380 1560 1166 1358 8285 
Governor’s Councillor                 
Blanks 35 173 163 195 167 146 152 1031 
EILEEN R DUFF 180 632 822 767 835 534 653 4423 
MAURA L. RYAN-
CIARDIELLO 

146 317 353 418 558 486 553 2831 

Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 361 1122 1338 1380 1560 1166 1358 8285 
Senator in General 
Court 

                

Blanks 17 48 52 55 53 51 55 331 
KATHLEEN A. 
O'CONNOR IVES 

227 810 995 987 1056 728 870 5673 

SHAUN P. TOOHEY 117 264 291 338 451 387 433 2281 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 361 1122 1338 1380 1560 1166 1358 8285 
Representative in 
General Court 

                

Blanks 13 52 50 61 45 50 48 319 
EDWARD C. CAMERON 138 572 728 728 777 457 556 3956 
JAMES M. KELCOURSE 132 281 296 392 541 472 516 2630 
ARI B. HERZOG 68 172 226 162 171 138 191 1128 
STEVEN J. STANGANELLI 3 11 16 13 15 25 30 113 
JOSEPH L."RAMA" 
VALIANTI 

7 34 22 24 11 24 17 139 

Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 361 1122 1338 1380 1560 1166 1358 8285 
District Attorney                 
Blanks 127 363 381 431 518 402 454 2676 
JONATHAN W. 
BLODGETT 

234 759 957 949 1042 764 904 5609 

Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 361 1122 1338 1380 1560 1166 1358 8285 
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Continued 11/4/2014 Ward 
1p 

Ward 1  Ward 2 Ward 3 Ward 4 Ward  5 Ward 6 Total 

Register of Probate                 
Blanks 34 171 152 185 183 143 157 1025 
PAMELA CASEY O'BRIEN 187 648 833 790 851 560 687 4556 
MICHAEL E. MORALES 140 303 353 405 526 463 514 2704 
Blanks 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 361 1122 1338 1380 1560 1166 1358 8285 
Question #1                 
Yes 198 538 668 671 830 700 772 4377 
No 147 527 621 652 679 430 528 3584 
Blanks 16 57 49 57 51 36 58 324 
Total 361 1122 1338 1380 1560 1166 1358 8285 
Question #2                 
Yes  88 346 477 399 447 180 264 2201 
No 267 744 832 952 1091 967 1074 5927 
Blanks 6 32 29 29 22 19 20 157 
Total 361 1122 1338 1380 1560 1166 1358 8285 
Question #3                 
Yes  163 558 672 690 755 446 582 3866 
No 190 528 639 648 770 693 751 4219 
Blanks 8 36 27 42 35 27 25 200 
Total 361 1122 1338 1380 1560 1166 1358 8285 
Question #4                 
Yes  178 636 814 824 849 557 684 4542 
No 169 441 484 509 659 573 635 3470 
Blanks 14 45 40 47 52 36 39 273 
Total 361 1122 1338 1380 1560 1166 1358 8285 
Question #5                 
Yes  229 718 901 885 1011 743 835 5322 
No 88 251 309 319 379 291 335 1972 
Blanks 44 153 128 176 170 132 188 991 
Total 361 1122 1338 1380 1560 1166 1358 8285 

      
 

Municipal Election November 4, 2014 Recount 
         

Representative in 
General Court Ward 1P Ward 1 Ward 2 Ward 3 Ward 4 Ward 5 Ward 6 TOTAL 

Blank 13 52 48 59 45 50 46 313 

Edward c. Cameron 138 572 729 725 778 457 557 3956 

James M. Kelcourse 134 281 296 393 540 472 516 2632 

Ari B. Herzog 70 172 226 163 171 138 191 1131 

Steven J. Stanganelli 3 11 17 13 15 26 31 116 

Joseph L.Rama Valianti 7 34 22 24 11 23 17 138 

Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 365 1122 1338 1377 1560 1166 1358 8286 
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State Primary Election September 9, 2014  

Democratic Party Ward 
1p Ward 1  Ward 2 Ward 3 Ward 4 Ward  

5 Ward 6 Total 

Senator in Congress                 
Blanks 28 99 113 127 140 102 125 734 
EDWARD J. MARKEY 82 334 418 398 357 188 248 2025 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 110 433 531 525 497 290 373 2759 
Governor                 
Blanks 1 12 13 6 13 8 12 65 
DONALD M. BERWICK 14 62 99 108 75 43 50 451 
MARTHA COAKLEY 49 201 233 210 210 118 147 1168 
STEVEN GROSSMAN 46 158 186 201 199 121 164 1075 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 110 433 531 525 497 290 373 2759 
Lt. Governor                 
Blanks 33 133 139 150 148 85 110 798 
LELAND CHEUNG 24 110 155 143 113 50 83 678 
STEPHEN J. KERRIGAN 39 137 153 164 167 120 134 914 
MICHAEL E. LAKE 14 53 84 68 69 35 46 369 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 110 433 531 525 497 290 373 2759 
Attorney  General                 
Blanks 10 30 30 26 37 21 23 177 
MAURA HEALEY 71 284 378 361 344 181 227 1846 
WARREN E. TOLMAN 29 119 123 138 116 88 123 736 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 110 433 531 525 497 290 373 2759 
Secretary of State                 
Blanks 37 106 146 146 140 87 122 784 
WILLIAM FRANCIS GALVIN 73 327 385 379 357 203 251 1975 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 110 433 531 525 497 290 373 2759 
Treasurer                 
Blanks 16 79 98 92 89 51 52 477 
THOMAS P CONROY 13 65 61 84 64 34 60 381 
BARRY R. FINEGOLD 42 160 206 190 218 142 158 1116 
DEBORAH B GOLDBERG 39 129 166 159 126 63 103 785 
Write-Ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 110 433 531 525 497 290 373 2759 
Auditor                 
Blanks 43 157 192 201 193 110 158 1054 
SUZANNE M. BUMP 67 276 339 324 304 180 215 1705 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 110 433 531 525 497 290 373 2759 

Democratic Party Ward 
1p Ward 1  Ward 2 Ward 3 Ward 4 Ward  

5 Ward 6 Total 
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Representative in Congress                 
Blanks 6 17 12 10 18 5 9 77 
JOHN F. TIERNEY 47 193 264 205 193 97 145 1144 
MARISA A. DEFRANCO 9 15 25 21 20 12 20 122 
JOHN PATRICK DEVINE 2 3 5 9 3 1 3 26 
JOHN J. GUTTA 1 6 3 7 7 5 6 35 
SETH W. MOULTON 45 199 222 273 256 170 190 1355 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 110 433 531 525 497 290 373 2759 
Governor’s Councillor                 
Blanks 49 177 205 214 200 124 167 1136 
EILEEN R. DUFF 61 256 326 311 297 166 206 1623 
Write-Ins. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 110 433 531 525 497 290 373 2759 
Senator in General Court                 
Blanks 11 23 16 33 27 10 25 145 
KATHLEEN A. O'CONNOR IVES 86 351 435 416 405 230 309 2232 
JESSICA L. FINOCCHIARO 13 59 80 76 65 50 39 382 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 110 433 531 525 497 290 373 2759 
Representative in General Court                 
Blanks 19 43 44 56 30 24 55 271 
EDWARD C. CAMERON 79 334 427 415 391 211 236 2093 
ROBERT W. LAVOIE 12 56 60 54 76 55 82 395 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 110 433 531 525 497 290 373 2759 
District Attorney                 
Blanks 42 148 191 197 179 102 138 997 
JONATHAN W. BLODGETT 68 285 340 328 318 188 235 1762 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 110 433 531 525 497 290 373 2759 
Register of Probate                 
Blanks 50 158 195 206 189 114 158 1070 
PAMELA CASEY O'BRIEN 60 275 336 319 308 176 215 1689 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 110 433 531 525 497 290 373 2759 
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Republican Party Ward 
1p Ward 1  Ward 2 Ward 3 Ward 4 Ward  5 Ward 6 Total 

Senator in Congress                 
Blanks 6 16 20 25 31 20 39 157 

BRIAN J. HERR 30 50 58 57 84 81 63 423 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 36 66 78 82 115 101 102 580 

Governor                 
Blanks 1 0 2 1 1 0 2 7 

CHARLES D. BAKER 26 51 66 72 95 78 82 470 

MARK R. FISHER 9 15 10 9 19 23 18 103 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 36 66 78 82 115 101 102 580 

Lt. Governor                 
Blanks 6 13 14 20 17 19 25 114 

KARYN E. POLITO 30 53 64 62 98 82 77 466 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 36 66 78 82 115 101 102 580 

Attorney General                 
Blanks 6 14 16 21 22 18 34 131 

JOHN B. MILLER 30 52 62 61 93 83 68 449 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 36 66 78 82 115 101 102 580 

Secretary of State                 
Blanks 6 14 22 27 21 20 36 146 

DAVID D'ARCANGELO 30 52 56 55 94 81 66 434 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 36 66 78 82 115 101 102 580 

Treasurer                 
Blanks 7 13 18 23 26 21 38 146 

MICHAEL JAMES HEFFERNAN 29 53 60 59 89 80 64 434 

Write-Ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 36 66 78 82 115 101 102 580 

Auditor                 
Blanks 8 17 21 28 28 23 40 165 

PATRICIA S. SAINT AUBIN 28 49 57 54 87 78 62 415 

Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 36 66 78 82 115 101 102 580 

Representative in Congress               0 
Blanks 5 12 16 10 16 17 18 94 

RICHARD R. TISEI 31 54 62 72 99 84 84 486 

Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 36 66 78 82 115 101 102 580 
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Governor’s Councillor                 
Blanks 7 18 24 27 30 25 42 173 

MAURA L. RYAN-CIARDIELLO 29 48 54 55 85 76 60 407 

Write-Ins. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 36 66 78 82 115 101 102 580 

Senator in General Court                 
Blanks 6 14 24 22 22 20 30 138 

SHAUN P. TOOHEY 30 52 54 60 93 81 72 442 

Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 36 66 78 82 115 101 102 580 

Representative in General Court                 
Blanks 6 15 17 21 16 17 26 118 

JAMES M. KELCOURSE 30 51 61 61 99 84 76 462 

Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 36 66 78 82 115 101 102 580 

District Attorney                 
Blanks 36 66 78 82 115 101 102 580 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 36 66 78 82 115 101 102 580 

Register of Probate                 
Blanks 8 18 24 26 27 21 37 161 

MICHAEL E. MORALES 28 48 54 56 88 80 65 419 
Write-ins 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 36 66 78 82 115 101 102 580 

 

 

Special Municipal Election December 9, 2014  

Shall the City of Newburyport be allowed to exempt from the provisions of proposition two and one-half, so-called, the amounts 
required to pay for the principal of and interest on the $1,700,000 bonds issued in order to pay costs of constructing a new 
baseball field behind the Nock-Molin Upper Elementary School and rehabilitating the athletic facilities at Fuller Field, including the 
payment of all costs incidental or related thereto? 

 
    Ward 1P Ward 1 Ward 2 Ward 3 Ward 4 Ward 5 Ward 6 TOTAL 

Yes 16 81 133 140 224 181 200 975 
No 11 56 47 47 76 59 61 357 
Blank 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
TOTAL 27 137 180 187 300 241 261 1333 
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Affordable Housing Trust  
 

• Participated in review of 40R Smart Growth Zoning with the Planning Staff and Planning Board. The 
Affordable Housing Trust was able to provide guidance regarding the Affordable Housing components of 
the new Zoning Ordinance. 

 
• Received CPA funding for the Down Payment Assistance Program in the amount of $75,000 and an award 

of $220,000 for future development of affordable housing in the city. 
 

• Successfully negotiated a $50,000 contribution from Chart House Development in exchange for an 
affordable unit within a new 10 unit residential development on Merrimac St. 

 
• Continued to monitor the city's affordable housing units in the Foundry and Maritime Landing 

Developments. 
 

• Met with potential developers to discuss the inclusion of affordable housing within market rate residential 
developments throughout the city. 

 
• Participated in the analysis of the city Zoning Ordinance with the city's consultant and with the Zoning 

Sub-committee. 

Assessor 
 
 

The City and State Warrants call for the following amounts: 
      Total Appropriations    

$70,573,593.22  
Total Offsets 

   
$935,813.00  

School Choice 
   

             
406,028.00  

Charter School 
   

          
1,986,632.00  

Essex County Agricultural Institute 
   

                               
-    

State Charges and Under Estimates 
   

             
222,380.00  

Overlay for Current Year 
   

441,002.21 
Total Amount to be Raised 

   
$74,565,448.43  

     State and Local Estimated Receipts 
   

$23,330,050.97  

Available Funds 
   

             
599,565.53  

Free Cash Appropriations 
   

          
1,371,965.91  

Other Revenue Sources 
   

             
332,237.00  

CPA Surcharge 
   

             
800,000.00  

    
$26,433,819.41  

Total Amount to be raised by 
    Taxation on Property 
   

$48,131,629.02  

     FY2015 Commercial, Industrial and 
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Personal Property Valuation 
   

483,260,843 

FY2015 Residential Valuation 
   

        
3,124,807,299  

     FY2015 Total Valuation 
   

3,608,068,142 

     
     Commercial, Industrial and Personal 

    Property Tax @ 13.34 
   

$6,446,699.65  
Residential Property Tax @ 13.34 

   
$41,684,929.37  

     Total Taxes Levied on Property 
   

$48,131,629.02  

     
     The Change in valuation for the fiscal year is as follows: 

  
     

Fiscal Year 2014 
Fiscal Year 

2015 
   

     3,292,217,611 3,608,068,142 
   

     
     The Board of Assessors committed nine Motor Vehicle Excise Tax Commitments and 

one Boat Excise Tax Commitment for Fiscal Year 2015 
  

     Total Excise Tax on Motor Vehicles                          
  

$2,848,472.15  

     Total Excise Tax on Boats 
   

$70,907.00  

     Total Real Estate Tax and Personal Property Tax committed to the Collector of 
  Taxes for Collection for Fiscal Year 2015 

  
$48,131,629.02  

     Total CPA surcharge committed to the Collector of Taxes 
  for Fiscal Year 2015 

   
$760,818.67  

     Total Sewer Betterment Assessment amount committed to the Collector 
 of Taxes for Fiscal Year 2015 

   
$216,872.67  

     
 

Low Street Project $40,554.42  
 

 
Plum Island Project $176,318.25  

 
     Total Committed Interest on the sewer betterment assessment amount committed to 
the Collector of Taxes for Fiscal Year 2015 

  
$55,998.92  

     
 

Low Street Project $18,161.89  
 

 
Plum Island Project $37,837.03  

 
     Total Water Betterment Assessment amount committed to the 

  Collector of Taxes for Fiscal Year 2015 
  

$164,490.75  

     
 

Plum Island Project $164,490.75  
 

     Total Committed Interest on the water betterment assessment amount 
 Committed to the Collector of Taxes for Fiscal Year 2015 

 
$5,346.49  
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Plum Island Project $5,346.49  

 
     
     
     Total Water Lien amount committed to the Collector of Taxes 

  for Fiscal Year 2015 
   

$79,497.40  

     
     
     Total Sewer Lien amount committed to the Collector of Taxes 

  for Fiscal Year 2015 
   

$98,570.53  

     
     Total amount of abatements granted on Motor Vehicle Excise Tax  

  during Fiscal Year 2015 
   

$75,152.53  

     Levy of 2012 $292.08  
   Levy of 2013 $2,072.29  
   Levy of 2014 $25,789.61  
   Levy of 2015 $46,998.55  
   

     
     

     Total amount of abatements granted on Boat Excise Tax during 
  Fiscal Year 2015 

   
$1,752.52  

     
 

Levy of 2014 $221.00  
  

 
Levy of 2015 $1,531.52  

  
     
     Total amount of CPA abatements granted during Fiscal Year 2015 

 
$10,873.87  

     
 

Levy of 2014 $28.89  
  

 
Levy of 2015 $10,844.98  

  
     
     Total amount of abatements granted on Real Estate Tax 

  during Fiscal Year 2015 
   

$245,112.23  

     
 

Levy of 2014 $1,444.32  
  

 
Levy of 2015 $243,667.91  

  
     
     Total amount of abatements granted on Personal 

   Property Tax during Fiscal Year 2015 
  

$646.76  

     
 

Levy of 2015 $646.76  
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PROPERTY TAXES 
     

      Data FY2011 FY2012 FY2013 FY2014 FY2015 
Residential 2,874,944,363 2,806,857,334 2,783,697,944 2,828,070,383 3,124,598,499 
Open Space 227,300 219,600 211,500 190,300 208,800 
Commercial 266,129,137 263,399,466 260,663,356 260,738,817 274,982,601 
Industrial 160,478,500 159,790,800 154,911,100 156,614,500 161,643,000 
Personal Property 59,885,868 59,342,359 55,355,972 46,603,611 46,635,242 
Total Valuation 3,361,665,168 3,289,609,559 3,254,839,872 3,292,217,611 3,608,068,142 

      
      RESIDENTIAL TAX RATE 

     (per thousand) 12.07 12.80 13.32 14.16 13.34 
Avg Single Family Home Value 456,553  445,226 438,272 446,524 501,800 
Avg Residential Tax Bill 5,511  5,699 5,838 6,323 6,694 

 

 

 TOP TEN TAXPAYERS 
     

        
        

    
NATURE 

 
FISCAL 2015 

% OF 
TOTAL 

    
OF 

 
ASSESSED ASSESSED 

NAME 
   

BUSINESS VALUATION VALUATION 

        
        
        Newburyport Manager LLC 

 
Real Estate 38,767,000 1.07% 

National Grid (Mass. Electric Co.) Utility/Real Estate 28,123,630 0.78% 
Moskow & Hall 

  
Real Estate 20,500,700 0.57% 

Polychronopoulos/Gerrish 
 

Real Estate 16,005,100 0.44% 
Port Plaza Realty Trust 

 
Real Estate 13,104,700 0.36% 

FRCA of Newburyport LLC 
 

Real Estate 10,322,000 0.29% 
Verizon 

   
Utility/Real Estate 8,957,800 0.25% 

Demoulas Super Markets Inc. Real Estate 8,822,600 0.24% 
NBPT Medical Center LLC 

 
Real Estate 7,852,400 0.22% 

Ganton LLC 
  

Real Estate 7,100,000 0.20% 

        
     

TOTALS 159,555,930 4.42% 
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Auditor 
Fiscal Year 2015 Expenditures 

Expenditures within the General Fund and Enterprise Funds were made within the budgetary appropriations approved by 
the City Council.  Remaining and unrestricted appropriations from fiscal year 2015, totaling $1,781,899, will be a positive 
factor in the Free Cash and Retained Earnings calculations as of July 1, 2015.  Below is a summary of the year-end 
expenditures by fund, which is broken out in greater detail in the reports that follow: 
 

 

RE
VISED 

BUDGET  

YT
D 

EXPENDED  

FY2
015 

ENCUMB. 

REM
AINING 
BUDGET 

% 
OF 

BUDGET 

001 GENERAL FUND 
57,9

75,764 
55,06
0,375 

2,14
7,429 

767,9
61 

9
5.0% 

060 WATER ENTERPRISE FUND 
4,88

7,817 
4,489
,461 

23,1
48 

375,2
08 

9
1.9% 

061 SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND 
6,59

4,675 
5,820
,939 

216,
719 

557,0
16 

8
8.3% 

6520 HARBORMASTER 
ENTERPRISE FUND 

357,
684 

271,5
73 

4,39
6 

81,71
4 

7
5.9% 

TOTAL BUDGETARY FUNDS 
69,

815,939 
65,6

42,348 
2,3

91,692 
1,781
,899 

9
4.0% 

 

Fiscal Year 2015 Revenue 
Total revenue for the budgetary funds exceeded estimates for FY2015 with collections at 101.8% of estimated revenue.  
The General Fund, Water Enterprise Fund and Harbormaster Enterprise Fund all exceeded their FY2015 estimates, while 
the Sewer Enterprise Fund came in below their estimate at 94.9%.  Below is a summary of the year-end revenue by fund, 
which is broken out in greater detail in the reports that follow: 

 

ESTIMATE  ACTUAL OVER/ 
(BELOW)  

% OF 
ESTIMATE  

001 GENERAL FUND 55,976,448 57,344,995 1,368,547 102.4% 
060 WATER ENTERPRISE FUND 4,467,817 4,614,613 146,796 103.3% 
061 SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND 5,927,877 5,624,789 -303,088 94.9% 
6520 HARBORMASTER ENTERPRISE 
FUND 357,684 379,537 21,853 106.1% 

TOTAL BUDGETARY FUNDS 66,729,825 67,963,933 1,234,109 101.8% 

 
Fiscal Year 2015 Year-End Expenditure Report 

 

 

ORIGINAL 
APPROP 

TRANSF/ 
ADJSMTS 

REVISED 
BUDGET  

YTD 
EXPEND  

FY2015 
ENCUMB 

REMAINING 
BUDGET 

% OF 
BUDGET 

001 GENERAL FUND               
111 CITY COUNCIL 69,680 0 69,680 68,670 987 23 98.6% 
121 MAYOR'S DEPARTMENT 278,181 0 278,181 275,181 0 3,000 98.9% 
129 GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 453,666 -103,786 349,880 337,029 8,300 4,551 96.3% 
135 AUDITOR'S DEPARTMENT 305,503 0 305,503 285,297 8,875 11,332 93.4% 
141 ASSESSORS DEPARTMENT 225,479 1,500 226,979 225,444 0 1,535 99.3% 
145 TREASURER'S DEPARTMENT 497,916 0 497,916 491,354 0 6,562 98.7% 
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151 INFO TECHNOLOGY DEPT 261,527 17,857 279,384 277,264 1,951 169 99.2% 
152 HUMAN RESOURCES 194,735 3,608 198,343 137,635 0 60,708 69.4% 
161 CITY CLERK'S DEPARTMENT 223,986 0 223,986 223,042 210 735 99.6% 
163 BOARD OF REGISTRARS 40,040 9,500 49,540 49,540 0 0 100.0% 
165 LICENSE COMMISSION 6,840 0 6,840 6,235 0 605 91.2% 
171 CONSERVATION COMMISSION 1,800 0 1,800 1,800 0 0 100.0% 
175 PLANNING BOARD 1,800 0 1,800 1,650 0 150 91.7% 
176 ZONING BOARD 1,800 0 1,800 1,800 0 0 100.0% 
182 PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 291,333 0 291,333 284,688 0 6,645 97.7% 
191 LEGAL DEPARTMENT 70,000 50,000 120,000 120,000 0 0 100.0% 
210 POLICE DEPARTMENT 3,385,795 5,877 3,391,672 3,236,712 4,687 150,273 95.4% 
220 FIRE DEPARTMENT 3,359,635 126,729 3,486,364 3,482,483 1,041 2,840 99.9% 
241 BUILDING DEPARTMENT 168,231 0 168,231 167,841 122 268 99.8% 
291 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 27,250 0 27,250 22,628 104 4,518 83.0% 
292 ANIMAL CONTROL 61,978 0 61,978 46,394 171 15,413 74.9% 
293 PARKING CLERK DEPARTMENT 43,486 0 43,486 43,486 0 0 100.0% 
300 SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 25,148,813 0 25,148,813 23,234,153 1,914,660 0 92.4% 
398 ESSEX NS TECH SCHOOL 0 21,865 21,865 21,865 0 0 100.0% 
399 WHITTIER VO TECH SCHOOL 336,873 0 336,873 336,873 0 0 100.0% 
421 PUBLIC SERVICES DEPARTMENT 2,232,884 217,000 2,449,884 2,272,381 99,519 77,984 92.8% 
423 SNOW & ICE 180,000 705,496 885,496 885,496 0 0 100.0% 
510 HEALTH DEPARTMENT 178,948 0 178,948 166,381 2,701 9,865 93.0% 
519 SUSTAINABILITY 1,190,518 49,197 1,239,715 1,097,069 91,805 50,841 88.5% 
541 COUNCIL ON AGING 266,411 0 266,411 245,178 2,586 18,647 92.0% 
542 YOUTH SERVICES 244,611 16,875 261,486 253,459 54 7,973 96.9% 
543 VETERANS' DEPARTMENT 258,580 19,000 277,580 274,781 973 1,826 99.0% 
610 LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 1,293,998 0 1,293,998 1,275,677 0 18,321 98.6% 
630 PARKS COMMISSION 167,866 0 167,866 167,731 0 135 99.9% 
691 HISTORICAL COMMISSION 1,800 0 1,800 1,800 0 0 100.0% 
710 DEBT EXCLUSION 2,520,695 0 2,520,695 2,431,664 0 89,031 96.5% 
720 ORDINARY DEBT SERVICE 855,202 0 855,202 855,202 0 0 100.0% 
911 RETIREMENT BOARD 3,428,009 0 3,428,009 3,428,009 0 0 100.0% 
914 INSURANCE GROUP 7,990,396 -478,938 7,511,458 7,280,261 8,683 222,514 96.9% 
921 COMMISSION ON DISABILITY 5,927 0 5,927 4,431 0 1,496 74.8% 
942 STABILIZATION OUTLAY 5,000 0 5,000 5,000 0 0 100.0% 
990 INTERFUND TRANSFERS 0 1,036,789 1,036,789 1,036,789 0 0 100.0% 

001 GENERAL FUND Total 56,277,195 1,698,570 57,975,764 55,060,375 2,147,429 767,961 95.0% 
        060 WATER ENTERPRISE FUND               

450 WATER DEPARTMENT 4,887,817 0 4,887,817 4,489,461 23,148 375,208 91.9% 
060 WATER ENT. FUND Total 4,887,817 0 4,887,817 4,489,461 23,148 375,208 91.9% 
        061 SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND               

440 SEWER DEPARTMENT 6,247,877 346,798 6,594,675 5,820,939 216,719 557,016 88.3% 
061 SEWER ENT. FUND Total 6,247,877 346,798 6,594,675 5,820,939 216,719 557,016 88.3% 
        6520 HARBORMASTER ENT. FUND               

295 HARBORMASTER DEPARTMENT 357,684 0 357,684 271,573 4,396 81,714 75.9% 
6520 HARBOR. ENT. FUND Total 357,684 0 357,684 271,573 4,396 81,714 75.9% 
                
TOTAL BUDGETARY FUNDS $67,770,572 $2,045,368 $69,815,939 $65,642,348 $2,391,692 $1,781,899 94.0% 
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FY2015 Year-End Revenue Report 
 

 

ESTIMATE ACTUAL OVER/ 
(BELOW) 

% OF 
ESTIMATE 

001 GENERAL FUND 
    412 REAL ESTATE TAX REVENUE 47,068,513 46,999,873 -68,639 99.9% 

411 PER PROP TAX REVENUE 622,114 624,361 2,246 100.4% 
401 MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE 2,250,000 2,528,304 278,304 112.4% 
402 OTHER EXCISE 640,000 674,627 34,627 105.4% 
403 PEN/INT ON TAX & EXCISE 335,000 383,169 48,169 114.4% 
404 PAYMENT IN LIEU TAXES 60,000 58,107 -1,893 96.8% 
410 FEES 300,000 581,343 281,343 193.8% 
416 OTHER DEPARTMENT REVENUE 55,000 56,347 1,347 102.4% 
417 LICENSES/PERMITS 650,000 786,321 136,321 121.0% 
419 FINES & FORFEITS 15,000 8,027 -6,973 53.5% 
420 INVESTMENT INCOME 130,000 154,347 24,347 118.7% 
421 MISCELLANEOUS RECURRING 40,000 100,206 60,206 250.5% 
422 MISCELLANEOUS NON-RECURRING 0 51,625 51,625 n/a 
437 OTHER DEPARTMENTAL REVENUE 0 1,803 1,803 n/a 
460 CHERRY SHT - EDUCATION 3,808,123 3,805,195 -2,928 99.9% 
462 CHERRY SHT - GEN GOVT 2,617,738 2,730,156 112,418 104.3% 
464 CHERRY SHT - ASSESSMENT -2,615,040 -2,572,885 42,155 98.4% 
497 INTERFUND TRANSFERS IN 0 374,069 374,069 n/a 

001 GENERAL FUND Total 55,976,448 57,344,995 1,368,547 102.4% 

     060 WATER FUND Total 4,467,817 4,614,613 146,796 103.3% 

     061 SEWER FUND Total 5,927,877 5,624,789 -303,088 94.9% 

     6520 HARBORMASTER Total 357,684 379,537 21,853 106.1% 

     TOTAL BUDGETARY FUNDS $66,729,825 $67,963,933 $1,234,109 101.8% 
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Building Department 
 

Permit Type                  # Permits               Project Cost                          Permit Fees 
 

Alteration/Repair 751 $28,438,376.63  $323,660.00  

Demolition 37 $518,100.00  $5,160.00  

Display Sign 29 $80,631.92  $1,909.00  

New Building 23 $11,003,059.00  $41,196.00  

Swimming Pool 14 $335,335.00  $3,950.00  

Tent 12 $30,013.75  $610.00  

Woodstove 4 $9,178.00  $270.00  

Totals: 870 $40,414,694.30  $376,755.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Permit Type                  # Permits               Permit Fees 
 

Electrical Permits                                 590            $78,146 
Gas Fitting                                          465                                $28,719 
Plumbing                                             491                                $41,297 

                Total                                                  1546                             $148,162 
  

Administrative Plan Review     74 

 
  Occupancy Permits              21 

 
  Public Safety Inspections          58 
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Commission on Disabilities 
 

The Newburyport Commission on Disabilities (NCOD) is an advisory, educational, and advocacy group serving 
the Citizens of the City of Newburyport. 
 
Mission 
• To represent and assist people with disabilities in the City of Newburyport. 
• To promote the full inclusion of all persons with disabilities. 
• To eliminate barriers to any and all activities, services, and employment opportunities throughout our city. 
• To advocate for the accessibility of all public spaces and accommodations. 
 
Goals 
• To advocate for the full inclusion, integration and participation of people with disabilities in the City of 

Newburyport. 
• To research possible solutions for the needs and problems of people with disabilities in the City of 

Newburyport. 
• To advise and assist City officials and employees in addressing the barriers of people with disabilities. 
• To provide information, referral, guidance, and technical assistance to individuals, public agencies, businesses, 

and organizations in matters pertaining to disability and ADA regulations. 
• To help and advise architects, contractors and builders at the beginning of the design process, using a pro-

active approach in order to avoid having access barriers and code violations. 
• To participate in disability-related training and informational programs at the local, regional, state, and federal 

levels. 
• To support and advocate for training relevant to people with disabilities who reside or work in the City of 

Newburyport. 
 
Members  
Jennie Donahue, Chairperson; Kristen Farrell, Secretary; Dr. Barry Spiro, DDS; Christopher Carey 
Art Levine; Dr. Richard Traister, MD 
 
The NCOD works in collaboration with the City’s ADA Coordinator (Peter Binette). 
 
 Accomplishments, Projects, and Year-in-Review 
 
• Assisted various local businesses with access issues, including collaboration with the Massachusetts 

Architectural Access Board (MAAB) while working in conjunction with the City’s ADA Coordinator. 
• Created and distributed a complete informational brochure outlining the existence and function of the 

NCOD, emphasizing the resources available to residents of Newburyport and how the NCOD works to 
represent and assist people with disabilities in the City.  

• Updated and improved the information on the NCOD page(s) within the City of Newburyport’s website. 
• Provided support and congratulations for the Emma Andrews library during their ramp procurement and 

installation process (and ribbon cutting ceremony).  
• Petitioned the City Council to update an ordinance to raise the Handicapped Parking (HP) violation fines 

from $25 per violation to $100 per violation (with second offenses fined at $200).  
• Allocated NCOD funding to secure and purchase new Handicapped Parking (HP) signage for all HP spaces 

City-wide (approximately 120 public parking spaces to receive new/updated signs – to be installed by DPS).  
• Worked with the Massachusetts Office on Disability (MOD) to receive training and support information.  
• Provided brochures for the City Census mailing and discussed the option for disabled residents to register 

with a Disability Indicator Program, allowing Emergency Personnel and First Responders to know if a 
particular residence includes a disabled individual.  

• Collaborated with City officials including the Parking Clerk and the Police Marshal to assist in the reduction 
of Handicapped Parking (HP) violations (from improper Placard/Plate use) and to reduce HP abuse/fraud. 
Continue to work to support enforcement officials, providing information and education regarding statewide 
HP violation/fraud statistics throughout the Commonwealth.  
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• Reviewed and discussed policies for other entities pertaining to services related to local residents (i.e. 
Council on Aging, Newburyport Senior Center, the MVRTA/EZ-Trans, the Commission for Diversity and 
Tolerance, etc.)  

• Discussed snow removal policies and how the NCOD and the residents of Newburyport can best assist DPS 
in helping to provide limited to no barriers for sidewalk access, HP parking spaces, etc.  

• Began to draft and create an Accessible Business Consultation project available to any and all business entities 
within the City of Newburyport. This project will assist business owners to improve accessibility within their 
establishments, thereby improving both the business itself (increased customer and patron base) and 
becoming more inclusive to all residents and visitors of Newburyport.  

• Created a window decal which may be presented to local businesses who participate in the Accessible 
Business Consultation program, indicating “Friend of the NCOD”.  

• Responded to inquiries from local residents requesting support, research information, and advocacy efforts.  
• Continued to seek to add members to the NCOD through community outreach, candidate referrals, and 

word-of-mouth.  
 

Commission for Diversity and Tolerance 
 

Newburyport’s Commission for Diversity and Tolerance (CDT) is a city commission that meets on the first 
Thursday of every month, except for a two-month hiatus in July and August. Meeting agendas focus on addressing 
and preventing acts of discrimination within Newburyport. Meetings open with a “check-in” where commissioners 
can express any concerns they may have heard or seen that warrant the CDT’s attention.   
 
The CDT is currently comprised of five voting members and three student representatives who cannot vote. The 
CDT can accommodate up to nine voting members who serve a three-year term. Commissioners must reside in 
Newburyport.  CDT membership has seen some flux in recent years, with several commissioners either relocating 
outside of Newburyport or electing to step down. 
 
The mission of the CDT, which states that, “It is the policy of the City of Newburyport to promote 
and support a sense of welcome, inclusion, and worth for all and the elimination of prejudice, 
intolerance, discrimination, and acts of hate in our community,” directly informs all of the initiatives 
and programs sponsored by the CDT. 
 
The CDT’s mission encompasses two primary elements: 1) Prevention, which includes advocacy, outreach and 
education; and 2) Response, which involves coordination with the Office of the Mayor, the Newburyport Police 
Department and the community in the event of an incident or hate crime. The Office of the Superintendent of 
Schools is also involved if an incident occurs on school property.  A detailed communication plan developed by the 
founders of the CDT articulates the necessary steps and communication flow between all involved parties should 
an incident occur.  
 
During FY15 the CDT oversaw several significant initiatives. 
 
Community Forum and Survey 
 
At the end of 2014, a video containing anti-Semitic language was brought to the attention of the CDT chair.  In 
coordination with the Mayor’s Office, the CDT was charged with initiating a community dialogue and researching 
discrimination within the city.  The CDT ultimately organized a Community Forum entitled “Newburyport Says No 
to Prejudice” that featured two moderated panels representing a cross section of the population (e.g., a Muslim 
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American woman, a Jewish American student, a lesbian, a disabled woman, and a high school student, among 
others) followed by a question and answer session.   
 
Additionally, surveys that queried, in part, whether respondents had been the victims of intolerance and how they 
had personally stood up to discrimination were distributed to the more than 200 audience members in attendance. 
 
The survey data and feedback from the forum have provided specific data points that will be useful in developing 
future programs. Moreover, the incident and its aftermath revealed weaknesses in the Communication Plan.  An 
ongoing overhaul of the Communication Plan is underway in order to improve communication and assure a more 
seamless response in the event of a future incident. 
 
Peace Prize and Mini-Grants 
 
As part of our advocacy efforts, the CDT administers two annual programs to members of the community that 
foster community outreach and promote the values that are integral to the CDT’s mission.   
 
Every May the CDT proffers its Peace Prize Awards to two adult members (a male and a female) of the community 
as well as one male and one female student from each of the Newburyport schools: The Bresnahan, Nock, Molin, 
Immaculate Conception, Newburyport High School and River Valley Charter School.  The CDT works closely with 
the schools, organizations and businesses serving Newburyport to identify nominees, thereby reinforcing the 
relationships and collaboration necessary to foster a community where tolerance, openness and acceptance are 
valued.  Peace Prize Recipients are specifically nominated because they embody, through their actions, the values 
outlined in the CDT’s mission. 
 
Historically, the CDT’s other major annual initiative has been a mini-grants program that awards grants in small 
amounts (generally $100-$600) to fund projects that resonate with our mission. Past recipients have included 
Newburyport public school teachers and local non-profits such as the Learning Enrichment Center and the Emma 
Andrews Library. Funding for the mini-grants program was temporarily suspended during FY15 as the organization 
responsible for fundraising for the CDT, Friends for Peace, was absorbed into Kids as Peacemakers.  Kids as 
Peacemakers has earmarked $3,000 to the mini-grants program for FY16 and the program will resume in spring 
2016.    
 
LGBTQ Advocacy  
In June, to coincide with Gay Pride month, a student representative to the CDT envisioned and developed a 
display for the library highlighting LGBTQ literature and resources. 
 
The programs developed by the CDT in Fiscal Year 2015 helped foster a community dialogue and provided 
opportunities for the CDT to educate and advocate for all citizens of Newburyport.  Through these programs and 
discussions, the CDT hopes to ensure that no member of our community, irrespective of faith, race, disability, 
gender, sexuality or other, should ever be targeted or made to feel unwelcome. 
 
 
CDT Members Fiscal Year 2015 
Chair:  Avi Poupko (July 2014 – May 2015) 
Donna Scott 
Katherine Preftes 
Shawn Flaherty 
Carol Thompson (through September 2015) 
Beth Horne (May 2015 – Present) 
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John Green (May 2015 – November 2015) 
Michelle LaFlamme (May 2015 – October 2015) 
Eduardo Calapiz (through 2014) 
Hannah Wilson (Student Representative) 
Tommy Furlong (Student Representative) 
Linsey Smith (Student Representative through June 2015) 

 

 

Community Preservation Committee 
The Community Preservation Committee is charged with studying the City's needs, possibilities, and resources with respect 
to community preservation and making recommendations to the City Council with respect to the allocation and 
expenditure of CPA funds. 

 

Current members are: 

Mike Dissette Chair (Open Space Commission) 

Jane Healey Vice-Chair 

Judith Grohe Member 

Don Little Member 

Paul Healy (Conservation Commission) 

Dan Koen (Housing Authority) 

Leah McGavern (Planning Board) 

Sarah White (Historical Commission) 

Steve Sawyer            (Parks Commission) 

 

In the course of FY 2015, the Community Preservation Committee held eight public meeting and made the following 
recommendations: 
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Council on Aging 
 

The Mission of the Council on Aging (COA) is to advocate for Newburyport’s older adults, to identify their needs, 
to develop and implement services to meet their health, economic, social and cultural needs, to encourage 
maximum independence, and to improve their quality of life.   A variety of programs were provided to 936 
individuals during FY’15 in support of the mission. The programs include health clinics for blood pressure, flu shots, 
hearing tests, podiatry and dental cleaning; exercise and dance classes; application assistance for housing, food 
stamps, fuel assistance and health insurance, information about home care services, tax form preparation, support 
groups for legally blind elders and for bereaved residents, weekly bingo and bridge parties, a book club, watercolor 
painting classes, a trips program, and a knitting group.  The Brown Bag Program, a collaboration between the 
Greater Boston Food Bank, Elder Services of the Merrimac Valley and this COA, delivered 708 bags of food to 60 
people. A monthly newsletter was distributed electronically to 210 recipients and hard copies were sent to 936 
others. The COA office receives in excess of 50 telephone calls each day, with requests for information or 
assistance. 
 
The Transportation Program continues to be one of the most heavily used. The COA operates two 14-passenger 
vans on a full-time basis and shares a third van with the Salisbury Council on Aging. The two communities 
collaborated on a grant to obtain the shared vehicle from the Regional Transit Authority.  Newburyport COA 
uses it 3 days/week. All three of the vans operated by this COA are used to transport Newburyport elders and 
disabled non-elders to any Newburyport destination. During FY’15 5,994 van rides were provided to 215 
individuals. Most frequently requested destinations were medical offices (40%), and grocery stores/pharmacies 
(40%). Other popular destinations were free community meals, hairdressers, and banks. Elders used the vans to 
get to the pols to vote, and to travel to volunteer sites. Transportation to out-of-town destinations was achieved 
through affiliation with Northern Essex Elder Transport (NEET). The Newburyport COA has 14 volunteer NEET 
drivers who use their own cars to bring passengers to medical appointments. During FY’15 they completed 243 
round trips, covering 12,292 miles.  
 

FY 2015
Appropriations
Total 800,000.00$   

Admin
Project Amount Project Amount Project Amount Project Amount

Belleville Church 
Restoration  $       15,000.00 YWCA Roof  $        54,000.00 Clipper City Rail Trail  $    115,000.00 

Inn Street Fountain  $       50,000.00 
Down Payment 
Assistance  $        75,000.00 

Open Space 
Reserves  $      50,000.00 

Green Street Trees  $       21,000.00 
Affordable Housing 
Trust  $      220,000.00 

FRS Steeple 
Restoration  $     200,000.00 

Stadium/Soccer 
Field Bond*  $ 1,634,000.00 

Category Total 286,000.00$     349,000.00$      165,000.00$    -$                  -$                  
Percent (Category 
as % of Revenue) 36% 44% 21% 0% 0%
*City Council approved $1.5M for Stadium, $134K for soccer field

CP Fund Balance 436,006.26$   
Admin

Project Amount Project Amount Project Amount Project Amount
NHS Exterior 
Woodwork  $     100,000.00 

Open Space Bond 
Payment  $    119,818.76  $     12,000.00 

Atkinson Common 
Tree Restoration  $       15,000.00 
City Hall Bond 
Payment  $     189,187.50 
Category Total 304,187.50$     -$                     119,818.76$    -$                  12,000.00$      

Historic Resources Community Housing Open Space Recreation 

Historic Resources Community Housing Open Space Recreation 
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In addition to the Transportation Program, the COA provided 2989 hours of Fitness/Exercise programming to 93 
residents, 94 hours of health screening to 59 elders, 91 hours of informational seminars for 80 elders, 73 hours of 
insurance counseling to 61 elders, 238 hours of recreational activities (Bingo and Watercolor Painting) to 35 
elders, and 124 social events were enjoyed by 35 elders. 
 
FY’15 was the final year that the Council on Aging administrative office and dispatch center was located in the 
Salvation Army building. Other services/programs were sited at various locations including the Elks Hall, the Public 
Library, Central Congregational Church, Atria Merrimac Place and other housing facilities.  The COA vans were 
garaged at DPS and at the Salvation Army. 
 
COA Staff consists of a full-time Director, a full-time Administrative Assistant, 2 full-time van drivers and 2 part-
time van drivers. There were 75 volunteers assisting with 14 programs including Tax preparation, Meals On 
Wheels, NEET, health insurance counseling, newsletter preparation, office workers, program facilitation. The 
Council on Aging advisory Board is made up of 11 members. All are senior citizens residing in Newburyport. 
 
Collaborations continue with Elder Services of the Merrimac Valley, Inc. (home care, protective services, health 
insurance counseling and Meals on Wheels), Northeast Legal Aid, Northern Essex Elder Transport, Community 
Action (fuel assistance and weatherization programs), AARP (income tax counseling), MA Commission for the 
Blind (low vision support group), The Essex County Sheriff’s Office (TRIAD – a safety awareness program to 
reduce criminal victimization of elders), The Executive Office of Elder Affairs, The Massachusetts Association of 
Councils on Aging, and the Merrimac Valley Council on Aging Directors Association., and with The FRIENDS of 
Newburyport Council on Aging which focused on raising $250,000 in support of construction of the new 
Senior/Community Center scheduled for completion in FY 2016. 
 
The COA Board is advisory, providing guidance in setting policy (with staff). Board members understand, 
support and promote the COA’s mission. They have NO day-to-day management/supervisory responsibilities with 
regard to the director or her staff. 
 
During FY 2015, all 11 seats on the board were filled. Board Officers are selected annually by vote of the 
membership:  The FY 2015 COA Board membership and officers were as follows: 
 
Frances Munroe, President 
Charles Carroll, Vice President 
Frances Reslewic, Secretary 
Richard Eaton 
Miller Graf 
Jane Kelley 
 Jo An Kincaid 
Yvonne McQuilken 
Cynthia Muir 
Jack Ronan 
Martha True 
 
The COA Board met monthly at 40 Water Street. Meetings had historically been held on the 3rd Thursday of each 
month, but were changed to the 3rd Monday during FY’15 to accommodate the COA Director’s schedule with the 
builders of the Senior/Community Center. 
 
Every COA Board meeting included a roll call, review of the minutes of the last meeting, review of budget and 
program activity reports, and an update on the progress of the Senior/Community Center plans. 
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All meetings agendas were forwarded to the City Clerk one week prior to the meeting date. Minutes of every 
meeting were manually recorded and posted with the City after being duly reviewed and accepted. 

Cultural Council 
The Massachusetts Cultural Council’s Local Cultural Council (LCC) Program supports community-based projects 
in the arts, humanities, and sciences. The mission of the MCC and its local cultural council partners is "to promote 
excellence, access, education and diversity in the arts, humanities and interpretive sciences, in order to improve 
the quality of life for all Massachusetts residents and to contribute to the economic vitality of our communities."  
Each LCC works to fund cultural projects that benefit its community to the greatest possible extent. Members 
serving on the FY2015 Newburyport Cultural Council were Vaughn Abbott, Ruth Allen, Judy Avery, Jennifer 
Wilson, Ronald Ziemba, and Anne Spraker, Chair. 
 
As local partners of the Massachusetts Cultural Council, the primary responsibility of the Newburyport Cultural 
Council is to evaluate grants. At the foundation of the grant evaluation process is a set of regulations and 
guidelines that clarify eligibility, ensure equity, and encourage access. In addition to the state criteria (public benefit, 
non-discrimination, etc.), applications to the Newburyport Cultural Council are evaluated using the following 
locally-developed guidelines: 
 

 Application must include confirmed venue & date or time frame 
 Priority given to proposals from local organizations & artists 
 Maximum community/audience impact, including ratio of money spent to number served 
 Collaboration between or among artists & local organizations/institutions 
 Other sources of financial support or matching funds 
 Strong qualifications or track record of applicant 
 Originality of project 
 Diversity of age groups served 
 Diversity of disciplines represented (arts/humanities/interpretive sciences) 

 
The grant cycle begins with local publicity soliciting grant applications, collection and dissemination of applications 
to Newburyport Cultural Council members for consideration, holding a public meeting in which the members vote 
on the merits of the applications, sending letters approval to the recipients, and publicly announcing the grants 
awarded. 
 
Recipients of Newburyport Cultural Council grants awarded in 2015: 
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Once an application is approved, the grantee completes the project as outlined in the original application, 
acknowledges funding from the LCC and MCC, and then requests reimbursement.  Administrative functions of the 
Newburyport Cultural Council include: monitoring project completion and reimbursement of payment requests, 
maintaining communications with the local treasurer, and submitting to the MCC the LCC Account Form and the 
annual report through the LCC Online Office (www.mass-culture.org)  
 
The MCC is funded by appropriations from the state Legislature and from the National Endowment for the Arts. 
Funds are distributed through two channels: 
 
1. Direct grants to individuals and organizations, available through statewide competitive grant processes. 
2. Distributions to local councils, which then re-grant funds to individuals and organizations in their 

communities. The amount of money allocated to each community is determined by using one of the 
state's local aid formulas established by the legislature. The formula is based on population and equalized 
property values in order to provide low-income communities with relatively larger allocations. Bigger 
communities get bigger distributions, but greater weight is given to needier communities.    A minimum 
funding level -- which affects more than half the LCCs -- is set in order to insure that the smaller 
communities receive a significant amount of money.  

 
Newburyport Cultural Council’s fiscal 2015 report: 
 
     

http://www.mass-culture.org/
http://www.nea.gov/


City of Newburyport, Massachusetts  Annual Report of Activities July 1, 2014- June 30, 2015 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
103 

 

Account 
Balance 
Beginning of 
Period 
(7/1/2014): 

$4,631.07   

State Revenue 
(FY2015 
Allocation): 

$4,300.00   

Municipal 
Revenues: 

$0.00   

Other 
Revenues: 

$0.00   

Total 
Revenues: 

$4,300.00   

Total 
Expenditures: 

$4,450.00   

Account 
Balance End of 
Period 
(6/30/2015): 

$4,481.07 

 
 
Account 
Balance End of 
Period 
(6/30/2015): 

$4,481.07 

 
Emma L. Andrews Library and Community Center Commission 

 

77 Purchase St, Newburyport, MA 01950    •   978-358-8097 

HOURS: Monday & Wednesday 1:00-8:00   •   Saturday 9:00-3:00 
 
Mission Statement 
To support a lending library and community center following the philosophy of Emma L. Andrews.  As she spoke 
on July 20, 1905, at the dedication of the Library: 
 

…Those who have carried on the work of this Association have given the best years of their life to the cause of 
education in this ward. If the reading room and library proves to be a continuance of their work, an education 
center for this part of the city, an incentive for ambitious boys and girls to employ their time wisely, and to make 
the most of their opportunities; if to the sick or weary it alleviates dreary hours; if to many it becomes either an 
inspiration or a help, the wishes of its founder will be realized. 
 

Commission Members  
Aine Greaney, Co-Chair                        
Elizabeth Valeriani, Co-Chair                
Elizabeth Watson, Secretary               
Susan Chase  
Donna Conway    
Peter Lombardi, Mayor’s Office / Heather Rowe, Mayor’s Office 
Library Director:  Susan Chase 
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Holdings:  The Emma Andrews Library has over 7000 volumes 
Card holders:  825 

Accomplishments 

The Library is run 100% by over 40 dedicated volunteers supplied by the Association. They help in multiple 
capacities running the circulation desk, book processing, maintaining, preparing materials for our children’s 
programs and the following programs: 
 

• Book Club: 1st Wednesday of each month  &  4th Monday of each month 
• Author  Series: Third Thursday of Sept, Oct, Nov, March, April, May & June 
• Knitting group, Chair Yoga, Memoir Group, Writing Groups, Toddler Program: Monday Mornings 
• Multiple Story Hours: Wednesdays & Saturdays 
• Drop in crafts for families: Saturdays 
• Birthday lunch for the volunteers: Quarterly 
• Summer Programs in the Backyard: 

o Magic Show, Newburyport’s own magician Debbie O’Carroll, Curious Creatures 
o Fire Safety, Newburyport Firemen, Boat Camp, Kate Yoeman and her crew 
o Summer Social for the young and young at heart 

• Newburyport Youth Services: 
o Walking field trip for 8 week Summer Program 

 
Fundraising 

• The EAL Association (separate from the Commission) raises funds for all programs and book purchasing. 
• Soup-er Saturday, January, February & March. Two were cancelled in FY15 due to snow.  (Funds raised to 

provide children’s programs) 
• Plant Sale (revolving fund), Yard/Bake Sale (revolving fund), Cookie Walk- Craft Sale (scholarship fund) 
• Jewelry available year round in the library (scholarship fund) 

 
Scholarships 

• Since 2008 the library has given 13 scholarships to Newburyport graduating seniors. 
• Phyllis Hill made and sold jewelry, she donated all proceeds, over $800 to the scholarship fund. 

 
Special Programs 

• Presentation of Resume Building with Jill Santopietro Panall 
• Joppa Writers Panel, featuring  Doug Chickering, David Davis, Margaret Flahertyand moderated by Aine 

Greaney 
• Trails & Sails 
• Preservation Week (Living History of Emma Andrew by Suzanne DeWitt) 
• 110th Anniversary Celebration and Dedication of the bookshelves in the children’s room.  

 
Community 

• Meeting space is available 
• Daisy & Brownie Scouts Troops meet on a regular basis during the school year 
• The library is a member of the Chamber of Commerce and hosts events at the library 
• COA Shine counselors are available once a week on Thursday mornings 
• Citizen-sponsored candidates nights 
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Fire Department 
Incidents 

Assist Citizen                                        67 

Assist Other Agency                             27 

Building Check                                         1 

Carbon Monoxide Alarm                     78 

Complaint                                                9  

Fire, Alarm                                           263 

Fire, Alarm Detail                                    1 

Fire, Brush Fire                                        6 

Fire, Gas Investigation                         49 

Fire, Investigation                               150 

Fire, Car Fire                                            9 

Fire, Structure                                          4 

Fire, Other                                               38 

Fire, Master Box                                  281 

Fire, Mulch                                               24 

Fire, Mutual Aid                                      24 

Fire, Odor Investigation                         24 

Fire, Water Problem                               47 

Fire, Illegal Burn                                       14 

Fire, Wires Down                                      18 

Haz Mat Incident                                       6 

Fuel Spills                                                    8 

Med Flight                                                 66 

Medical Emergency                             1498 

Motor Vehicle Accident                        142 

Water Rescue                                             2 

____________________________________________  

Total Incidents                   2856     



City of Newburyport, Massachusetts  Annual Report of Activities July 1, 2014- June 30, 2015 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
106 

 

 
 
Fire Prevention/Inspections 

Residential                                         448 

Hospitals                                                     10 

Nursing/Rest Homes                                 24 

Health Centers                                            4 

Community Residences                              4                      

Restaurants                                                60 

Clubs                                                            10 

Schools/Kindergartens                              20 

Preschool/Daycare                                    10 

Adult Daycare                                               4 

Industrial                                                     50 

Mercantile                                                   50 

Marina/Boat Yards                                       4 

Service Stations                                            6 

Commercial                                                 68 

Theaters                                                         2 

Inns/Bed & Breakfast/Boarding                  5 

Churches                                                        7 

Community/Assembly                                 10 

Total Recorded             796 

Plan Reviews 

Conducted                                                  167 

Fire Drills 

Hospitals                                                        12 

Nursing/Rest Homes                                    20 

Factories                                                         22 

Schools                                                            20 

Preschool                                                      8 

Total Drills     82 
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Fire Extinguisher Demos 

Conducted                                                      19 
 

Complaints 

Responded                                                       4 
 

Permits Issued 

Tank Truck                                                        15 

Oil                                                                       20 

Unvented Gas                                                   12  

Propane                                                             35 

Flammable Liquids                                           10 

Welding                                                              14 

Open Burning                                                    41 

Marine Mobile Fueling                                       3 

Sprinkler Systems                                             28 

Fire Alarm Systems                                           25 

Ansul Systems                                                     4 

Fireworks                                                           1 

Flammable Gas                                                   1 

Open Flame/Campfires/Cooking                     8                                  

Tents/Awnings                                                   12                                  

Demolition                                                           9 

Haz Mat Processing                                            11 

Temporary Liquor                                               36 

Total Permits     285 

 
Tank Removals Conducted                                      58   
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Fruit Street Local Historic District Commission 
 

The mission of the Fruit Street Local Historic District Commission (FSLHC) is to aid in the preservation and 
protection of the distinctive characteristics and architecture of buildings and places significant in the history of the 
City of Newburyport, the maintenance and improvement of their settings, and the encouragement of new building 
designs compatible with the existing architecture within the Fruit Street Local Historic District. 

 

Current members are Maurice Southworth, Bonnie Sontag, Kevin Wallace, Marion Levy, and Leslie Eckholdt. 

 

The Commission’s responsibilities include administering and regulating the construction and alteration of any 
structures or buildings within the Fruit Street Local Historic District as set forth under the procedures and criteria 
established in the Local Historic District Ordinance.  

 

In the course of FY 2015, the Fruit Street Local Historical Commission held one public meeting and issued one 
Certificate of Applicability. 

Harbor Commission and Harbormaster 
 
The role of the Harbor Commission focuses on making recommendations to the Mayor and/or other City Officials about 
the operation and safety of the harbor of Newburyport. The Commission is also responsible for the oversight of the 
Harbormaster's budget, proposing ordinances, permitting docking and mooring facilities and monitoring the overall 
management of the Newburyport waterfront on behalf of the city.  
 
Members 
T. Bradley Duffin, Chairman  

Justin Dutcher, Secretary  
Andrew Casson  
Paul Dahn  
Robert Dow  
Chris Kealey  
James Knapp  
Daniel May  
Paul J. Rooney, Jr.  
Paul Hogg, Harbormaster 
 
Accomplishments 
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• Assisted with getting grant money and worked with Army Corp in completing the south Jetty and entire 
North Jetty with no major issues 

• Applied for and received from the Commonwealth all new docks at Cashman Park 
• Created new fish pier at Cashman Park that is ADA accessible 
• Designed a new Transient Boaters Facility, and value engineered project to be put out to bid at the end of 

the month 
• Applied for and received a grant for 5 security cameras which should be installed by Spring 
• Completed multiple meetings with and participated as part of task force with the Whittier Bridge project 

while completing multiple training sessions for the general contractor 
• Was engaged with multiple SAR missions assisting USCG Station Merrimack River 
• Began recertification process for Coast Guard Cities Program 
• Issued 225 Mooring permits and 1500 Waterway permits for FY15 
• Reduced the mooring wait list and added 20 boats 
• Increased training and enhanced relationship with Fire/Police departments 
• Created joint subcommittee with WFT to address embayment and central Waterfront docking issues 

 

Health Department and Board of Health 
 

Issued 540 Health Department Permits which generated $82,210 in Health Department Permit Fees 
 

  Burial Permits .............................................................. 283 Day Care Permits .........................................................5 
  Food Establishment Permits .................................... 164 Recreational Day Camp Permits ...............................5 
  Septage, Fats, Oils & Grease Hauler ....................... 27 Bed & Breakfast Permits .............................................5 
  Solid Waste Hauler Permits ...................................... 20 Disposal Works Permits .............................................9 
  Tobacco Permits .......................................................... 14 Swimming Pool Permits ...............................................3 
  Well Permits.................................................................... 3 Tanning Salon Permits .................................................1 
  Ice Rink Permits.............................................................. 1 
 

• Temporary Permits were issued to 125 Food Vendors associated with 15 Temporary Food Events/Festivals held in the City; 
and 22 Food Vendors were permitted through the annual Farmers’ Market 

• Adopted new Board of Health Regulation to Ban the Marketing and Sale of Synthetic Marijuana 
• Board of Health approved and achieved a reduction of fluoride level in the City’s water supply to the current federal 

standard of .7 ppm  
• Board of Health voted to approve plans related to monitoring and filtration of the water for the Inn Street Fountain 

project. 
• In January 2015, Dr. Daryl Colden was appointed to the Board of Health upon the resignation of longtime Board Member, 

Dr. Susan Beluk.  
• Improved efficiency of issuance of burial permits through enrollment in the Massachusetts Department of Public Health 

Electronic Death Registration System. Initiated an online payment system for burial permits 
• Conducted the Fifth Annual Health and Wellness Fair (July 2014) and participated in the Wellness Fair sponsored by Anna 

Jaques Hospital and Neighborhood Health Plan (April 2015)  
• In collaboration with Northeast Mass. Mosquito Control Program, continues to employ Best Management Practices related 

to Mosquito and arbovirus control to identify and respond quickly to outbreaks of vector borne disease.  
• Monitored marine water quality on a weekly basis from May through August; collected and submitted samples for 

bacteriological analyses 
• Provided inspectional services to Plum Island properties affected by the sewer system failure 
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• Offered two ServSafe Classes at City Hall to provide convenient access for permit holders requiring certification or re-
certification.  

 
PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING & EPIDEMIOLOGY 

• Created a Community Shingles Vaccine Program to provide free Zostavax (shingles vaccines) to uninsured and low income 
seniors.  

• Heartsafe Community Designation earned. Designation is awarded by the Massachusetts Dept. of Public Health through the 
office of Emergency Medical Services and the American Heart Association to recognize the continued efforts of a 
community to improve the survival of any victim of sudden cardiac arrest.  

• Lock up Your Meds Campaign conducted in partnership with Youth Services and Anna Jaques Hospital. This campaign was 
aimed at providing information to the public regarding the dangers of prescription drug abuse.  

• Created a Community Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) & First Aid program to provide CPR & First Aid training for 
low or no cost to City of Newburyport Employees and Newburyport Residents. Offered 7 CPR Classes & 2 First Aid 
Classes. 70 participants for FY15.  

• Several medals in the Let’s Move Cities and Towns initiative earned in 2014.  Bronze Medal in Goal 1: Start Early, Start 
Smart, Bronze and Silver Medals in Goal III: Smart Servings for Students, Bronze Medal in Goal V: Active Kids at Play. 

• Served as nutritionist for Share Our Strength’s Cooking Matters six week program. Program is designed to help stretch 
food budgets so that children can get healthy meals at home, provide nutrition education and encourage healthier choices, 
teach cooking skills, and provide tips to maximize benefits such as SNAP and WIC.   

• City Health Department through donations and contribution during the City wide influenza clinics help raised $700 in food 
donations and $300 in cash donations to benefit local Veterans 

• Administered 500 influenza vaccinations at nine City Wide Influenza Clinics and Open Office Hours for Newburyport 
residents. 

• Conducted a Tick Borne Disease & Prevention public presentation on emerging tick borne illnesses, Lyme Disease and 
landscaping tips for reducing tick exposure at home. Educational program featured Dr. Alfred DeMaria, Medical Director of 
Infectious Disease Massachusetts Department of Public Health , and local landscaper Christopher Imlach. 

• Served as public health expert on “For the Health of It” program on second hand smoke.   
• Maintained compliance with the Massachusetts Immunization Information System (MIIS) vaccine administration electronic 

database per M.G.L. Chapter 111, Section 24M. Immunization records entered for approximately 500 vaccine recipients in 
2014.  

• Maintained enrollment in the Vaccines For Children program, requiring annual aggregate usage report, updated standard 
operating procedures, vaccine storage and handling compliance.   

• Participated as a member of Anna Jacques Hospital Community Benefits Council. 
• Provided walk-in office hours for blood pressure screenings for Newburyport residents. 
• Conducted Infectious Disease Surveillance through the Massachusetts Department of Public Health MAVEN surveillance 

program. 
• Collected sharps containers from the Council on Aging for pick up at the Health Department. 
• Conducted monthly Blood Pressure Clinics for senior citizens at the Council on Aging; over 200 blood pressure screenings 

were performed. 
 

ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICES 

• Established a fee for service agreement allowing Amesbury and Salisbury to utilize the Animal Control Shelter for animals in 
short term custody. 

• Hired a full-time Animal Control Officer (ACO)/Animal Inspector upon resignation of previous ACO. 
• Animal Control Officer achieved certification from the Animal Control Officers Association of Massachusetts  . 
• Hired an Assistant Animal Control Officer in the spring of 2015 to increase the frequency of patrols on the Rail Trail, 

Cashman Park, Off-leash areas and Bresnahan School. 
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• Conducted inspections of seven barns to ensure the health and safety of domestic animals as required by Mass. General 
Law. 

• Enrolled in the Massachusetts Animal Fund Spay/Neuter Program that provides vouchers for spay or neuter to residents 
that could otherwise not afford the procedure. 

• Continued to collect and distribute pet food donations for elders in need of assistance in providing for their pets. 
• Received and handled 219 animal related calls and 99 complaints. 
• Conducted 37 dog license checks. 
• Issued 17 citations and 3 written warnings for failure to obey Mass General Laws and/or City regulations. 
• Issued 31 rabies isolation and quarantine orders. 
• Submitted one animal to the State laboratory to be tested for rabies. 
• Retrieved and provided short-term shelter to 26 dogs that were found loose in the City. 

 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

• Continued participation in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Region 3A Public Health Emergency Preparedness 
Coalition  
 

WEIGHTS & MEASURES 

• Conducted inspections in compliance with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Division of Standards and State Statute for 
Consumer & Merchants Protection Act, Chapter 295  

Historical Commission 
The mission of the Newburyport Historical Commission (NHC) is to protect, preserve and promote Newburyport’s historic 
structures, neighborhoods, and landscapes.   

The Newburyport Historical Commission is delegated with the responsibility of administering the Demolition Delay Ordinance, 
determining historical significance related to CPC applications, issuing advisory opinions pursuant to the Demolition Control 
(DCOD) and the Downtown Overlay Districts (DOD), issuing advisory opinions pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act, and occasionally holding preservation restrictions related to various CPA and Planning Board projects. 

 

In the course of FY 2015, the Historical Commission held 18 Public Meetings.  They received 15 applications for demolition under 
the Demolition Delay Ordinance.  Of these, five (5) properties were found to be not historically significant and ten (10) properties 
were found to be historically significant but demolition permits were released.  Demolition Delay was not invoked in this fiscal year.  

Two DOD and one DCOD advisory opinions were also issued. 
 

 
Human Resources 

 

The Human Resources Department had a vacancy in the Human Resources Director role for the first half of 
FY2015.  For the second half of FY2015 the Human Resources Department began rebuilding, redefining and 
streamlining processes, while simultaneously creating efficiencies and improved employee access and 
communication.  The Department strived to serve the citizens and employees of the City with employment 
services that were professional, responsible to business and operational needs, and conscientiously cost-effective. 
Some of the activities in FY2015 were as follows: 



City of Newburyport, Massachusetts  Annual Report of Activities July 1, 2014- June 30, 2015 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
112 

 

 
Responsiveness: 
• Benefit changes (Health, Dental, Life, and FSA) were processed within 24 hours of receipt. 
• Requests for employment verifications were processed within 24 hours of receipt. 
• 457b account changes were processed within 24 hours of receipt. 
• Regular office hours for Human Resources were established as follows:  Mondays 8 – 10am, Wednesdays, 

11am – 1pm, Thursdays 5 – 7pm for “walk-in” traffic.  
• Implemented on-line reporting and tracking of worker’s compensation and unemployment claims. 
• Handled all benefit questions for City and School retirees. 
• Created a comprehensive Wellness Program designed to positively impact employee health, mitigate 

absenteeism, and reduce health care costs to the City 
• Reviewed all benefit vendors (health, dental, life, disability, flexible spending, COBRA) and improved open 

enrollment communication packet.  This resulted in increases to basic life insurance enrollments, changes 
to HMO health plan from PPO plan, and increases to FSA enrollment. 

• Reviewed and modified all existing job descriptions.  38 employees were hired across for City and School 
in FY2015.   

  

  

Employee Salaries 
 

see following page 
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Information Technology 
 

IT has consistently and strategically positioned itself for success by building on a foundation that values efficiency in 
coordination with best practice implementations to provide the best possible ongoing services & support 
mechanisms to the City’s Staff and Citizens of Newburyport. IT continues to focus on security related technologies 
in an ongoing challenge of safeguarding the security, integrity and availability of all Networked City Information 
systems. 

 
Information Services provides the following key strategic vision for the City of Newburyport 

• Strategic and enterprise wide guidance and recommendations for technology and systems to meet and 
service the requirements and demands of the City 

• Maximize efficiency and effectiveness of technology for the fewest tax dollars 
• Disaster recovery, business continuity and contingency planning 
• Protecting the integrity and security of all City data and records 
 

Key Items 

• Flexible and knowledgeable staff  
• Enterprise technology support across 12 sites 
• Personal computers, laptops, tablets and phones 
• Broad range of applications and systems  
• Virtual server environment with 28 virtual servers on 4 host servers 

 

Annual Report of IT related Support Statistics 

Operating System Installations               102 

Office Installations                                125 

Data Back-ups                                      172 

PC Optimizations                                  39 

Diagnostics                                          316 

Support Calls (text, voice& email)       1137 
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Library 

 
Registered Borrowers as of June 30, 2015: 17,454 

 
 

Holdings 
 

Circulation 
 

    Print Volumes 106,553 Books - Adult 96,106 
Volumes of Print Periodicals 455 Books - Teen 7,842 
Print Serial Subscriptions 160 Books - Children 76,531 

  
Periodicals 5,212 

CDs and Cassettes 7,199 CDs and Cassettes 25,848 
DVDs 6,044 DVDs 69,664 
Downloadable Audiobooks 3,113 Downloadable Audiobooks 1,768 
Downloadable Video 26 Downloadable Video 17 
e-books 5,748 e-books 5,243 
Databases 11 

  Materials in Electronic Format 183 Materials in Electronic Format 737 
Miscellaneous 395 Miscellaneous 2,957 
Microfilm Rolls 505 

  
    Total Holdings 130,392 Total Circulation 291,925 

 
 
 

Inter-Library Loan 
 

  Items Borrowed 44,665 

  Items Loaned 29,145 
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License Commission Report for 2015 Renewals 

     

# Licenses Fee Sub-total 

        Restaurants/All Alcohol  

  

21 $3,750 $78,750  

Restaurants/Wine & Malt 

  

3 $3,000 $9,000  

Restaurant/Function Room 

  

1 $3,750 $3,750  

Restaurants/All Alcohol, Less than 50 Seats 3 $2,000 $6,000  

Restaurants/Wine & Malt, Less than 50 Seats 4 $1,150 $4,600  

Package Store/All Alcohol 

  

4 $3,750 $15,000  

Package Store/Wine & Malt 

  

5 $3,000 $15,000  

Fraternal Clubs & Organizations 

  

4 $3,000 $12,000  

Inn Street Vendors 2014 

  

3 $700 $2,100  

Common Victualers 

   

66 $350 $23,100  

Entertainment/Live Acoustic 

  

16 $300 $4,800  

Entertainment/Live Amplified 

  

5 $2,250 $11,250  

Electronic Devices/TV, Radio, CD, etc. 

 

93 $50 $4,650  

Automatic Amusement Devices 

  

3 $75 $225  

Lodging, Bed & Breakfast 

  

7 $200 $1,400  

One-Day All Alcohol Licenses 2014 (Charitable) 4 $100 $400  

One-Day Beer/Malt Licenses 2014 (Charitable) 41 $100 $4,100  

Farm/Winery 

   

3 $50 $150  

        License totals:  

     

$196,275  

 

The License Commissioners for 2014 were as follows:  Chairperson T. Bradley Duffin, Commissioners Joseph Devlin, Craig 
Holt, Richard Sharp and Donald Zabriskie.  Donald Zabriskie resigned in October.  Gregg Ogden was appointed to the 
board in November. 

The Commission holds their meetings usually on the first Wednesday of every month.  All regular meetings begin at 7:00 
PM.  All requests and inquiries pertaining to the above list of licenses are handled at the time.  The Commissioners or their 
agents have made visits to restaurants, package stores, clubs, etc. throughout the City during the year 2014. 

There were no violations or disciplinary actions taken by the Newburyport License Commission during 2014.   

All licensees renewed for calendar year 2014. 
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Open Space Committee 

Mission 
 
The Newburyport Open Space Committee (OSC) was established in April 2001 as an advisory committee to the Mayor. 
The OSC is charged generally with advocating for the protection of open space and specifically to monitor opportunities for 
open space acquisition. Open space is defined broadly to include natural resources and wildlife habitats, scenic landscapes, 
agricultural lands and working landscapes, recreation resources, public access water resources and supplies, and buffers to 
existing protected lands. 

Members 
 
Michael Dissette, Chair; Michael Frey; Lawrence McCavitt; Elizabeth Marcus; Erin Moon LaRosa. 

 
Tasks 
 
Tasks involved in carrying out the mission may include identifying and evaluating parcels, gaining knowledge about available 
tools and strategies for open space acquisition and protection, researching funding options, cultivating relationships with 
landowners and acquisition partners, and crafting public education and outreach all in an effort to make timely and informed 
recommendations to the Mayor and organize campaigns for the protection of open spaces. 

 
During FYE 6/30/15 the Committee: 

• Advocated for Community Preservation Funds to be appropriated to the Open Space Reserve for future open 
space opportunities. 

• Participated in the City’s evaluation of the potential acquisition of land at the former Colby Farm property and 
other property on Turkey Hill Road and in the Common Pasture. 

• Researched title and MGL c. 61A issues for various parcels. 
• Participated in the Community Preservation Committee’s deliberations on funding the Colby Farm land acquisition. 
• Monitored the closing of the acquisition of land by the City on Curzon Mill Road, the placing of a conservation 

restriction on the land, and the establishment of escrowed funds to be returned to the Open Space Reserve upon 
satisfaction of post-closing conditions. 

• Participated in the City’s efforts to update its Master Plan. 

 

 

Parking Clerk 
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City of Newburyport   

Paid Parking Revenue and Expenses 

 As of June 30, 2015 

 

 

Current Fiscal Year 

 

Year-to-Date FY15 

Description June 2015 

  REVENUE 

 

  NRA Meter Revenue $113,719  

City Meter Revenue 239,407  

Ticket Revenue   271,919  

Parking Permit Revenue 69,236  

Interest Income 1,589  

  Total Revenue  $695,869 

  EXPENSES 

 

  Parking Expense 

    Meter Maintenance  $17,299  

   Meter Annual Software Expense 7,200  

   Meter  Supplies 9,026  

   Parking Lot Maintenance & Improvements 5,958  

   Parking Lot Supplies 112  

   Signage  0  

   PEO Clothing 1,850  

   Permit Cost  1,921  

   Permit Processing Expense 5,721  

   Parking Ticket Expense 54,004  

   Credit Card & Bank Fees 24,510  

   Collections  4,920  

   Codifications 3,957  
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   Phone 0  

   Office Maintenance 0  

   Office Supplies 815  

   Consultant 7,033  

   Advertisement 5,390  

   Vehicle Maintenance  275  

   Fuel  248  

   Cultural District Project 6,700  

   Miscellaneous 692  

      Subtotal Parking Expense 157,632  

  Labor Expense 

    PEO & Ambassadors $92,088  

   PEO Full-time increase 0  

      Subtotal Labor Expense 92,088  

     Waterfront Trust (WFT) 24,000  

  Total Expenses  $273,719  

  Less:  Handicap Ticket Revenue $3,575  

Less:  NRA Meter Revenue 113,719  

  NET PROFIT to City $304,856  
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Parks Department and Parks Commission 

Mission 
The Newburyport Parks Department and Newburyport Parks Commission serve the residents of the city and 
other park users through the establishment and implementation of plans for the maintenance, expansion, and 
betterment of the open spaces, parks and recreational facilities over which the Parks Commission has jurisdiction.  
The Parks Department and Commission serve to monitor and officially act on issues affecting the use and 
management of facilities in a manner that provides the most optimal facilities for the residents of Newburyport and 
other users, to engage the public in a democratic manner to allow for a continuous dialogue in striving to meet the 
intent of the mission statement and marshaling the resources within its powers to address the needs of the 
community. 
 
Activities 
Addressed deferred maintenance: 
• Designed improvements addressing deferred maintenance to Atwood Park and Joppa Park 
• Installed fence capping of outfield fence at Cashman and Perkins ball fields 
• Carried out first phase of a feasibility study to cleanup Frog Pond at the Bartlet Mall 
• Installed 8 new benches at Joppa Park using grant funding 
• Rebuilt electrical box at Ayers playground to support regular community gatherings there 
• Installed 2 new seahorse spring toys at Cashman Park 
• Made repairs to the historic gazebo at Atkinson Common 
• Installed irrigation at Joppa Park 
• Managed design and construction of Richie Eaton Baseball Field and NHS World War Memorial Stadium 

Renovations 
 
Addressed regular maintenance and repairs: 
• Maintained 2 softball fields 
• Managed pet waste at 12 park locations 
• Increased snow and ice management on Clipper City Rail Trail, partially funded by trail marker 

sponsorship through Newburyport Parks Conservancy 
• Performed much needed repairs to Atkinson Common bathroom 
• Elevated restroom shed at Perkins to accommodate for ADA compliant, portable restroom 
• Maintained Moseley Woods park grounds, pavilion, bathroom and storage facilities with part-time, in-

house caretaker 
• Maintained Rail Trail landscaping 
• Fixed 3 bubblers 
• Replaced 1 bubbler 
• Replaced one sign on Rail Trail 
• Electrical repairs to Cashman Park and Rail Trail 
• Budget allocation supported Belleville Improvement Society management of Atkinson Common 
• Controlled weeds along Bartlet Mall walkways and promenade 
 
Addressed safety issues 
• Identified need for lighting at Perkins Playground; installed for minimal cost working with city electrician 
• Addressed safety concerns with placement of picnic tables at Bartlet Mall park 
• Removed impalement and tripping hazards from Kelley School playground 
• Installed safety netting at Cashman Park ball field addressing pedestrian safety issues along the riverfront 



City of Newburyport, Massachusetts  Annual Report of Activities July 1, 2014- June 30, 2015 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
130 

 

 
Issued permits 

• Issued 119 parks use permits 
 

Managed adult recreation program 
• Offered 3 fitness classes 2 sessions each, 3 sessions of golf, 4 local hikes, 2 out of state day hikes, 3 

overnight hikes, learn to sail, 2 sessions of pilot ground school, and weekly yoga throughout the summer 
 
Accomplishments 

• Secured $1,962,265 in grant funding for 15 projects 
• Completed design and began construction of Richie Eaton Baseball Field, Cherry Hill Soccer Field 

Improvements, NHS World War Memorial Stadium Renovations 
• Renovated central garden at Joppa Park 
• Parks Director became nationally Certified Playground Safety Inspector 
• Savings to the city of a one-time cost of $4,800 for playground audits and an annual cost of $9,400 for 

audit and bi-annual inspection of 8 park playgrounds, 3 school playgrounds and Park Circle playground 
• Launched Clipper City Rail Trail Mile Marker annual sponsorship program; raised $1,800 
• Bench plaque sponsorships totaled just over $5,600 
• Served 58 residents through the adult recreation program: 12 day hikers; 10 local hikers; 10 fitness class 

attendees; 8 golfers; 3 pilot ground school students; 15 painters 
• Used volunteers to address the following tasks saving the city $31,577.93 
• Creating and maintaining garden beds on Rail Trail and Joppa Park 
• Fence capping 
• Installed five bench sponsorship plaques 
• Maintenance of Joppa Park through the Landscape Partnership program 
• Clean Sweep  
• Irrigation of rail trail gardens 
• Serving as local hike leaders 
• Maintenance of Joppa Park 
• Installation of irrigation at Joppa Park 
• Reduced Cashman and Perkins Parks ball field maintenance costs by 38% while continuing an improved 

level of maintenance 
• Completed first half of a feasibility study for full-scale restoration of the pond.  48 percent of the study 

was funded through private fundraising efforts 
• Began grant funded construction of Atwood Park Improvement project 
• Centralized collection of field use funding to better support maintenance of fields city-wide 

 
Parks Commission Activity 

• Commissioners signed a grant award of $200,000 from the state Common Backyards grant program 
• Advised the Parks Director to take scheduling of the Moseley Woods Pavilion under her purview in order 

to streamline the process 
• In September 2014 Commissioners held a public meeting to hear resident comments about the future of 

Cushing Park, its potential transfer from City Council to Parks Commission jurisdiction and anticipated 
improvements to the park. 

• Commissioners voted to recommend elimination of Cashman Park as an off leash area due to the number 
of persistent conflicts the Parks Commission has seen that are potentially harmful to the general public 
revealing that the shared use of Cashman is not working 
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• The commission elected Kim Turner as the new commission chair 
• The commission and Office of Planning and Development presented the Inn Street fountain restoration 

project to the public 
• Discussed dissolving the Bartlet Mall, Moseley Woods and Atkinson Common Commissions and 

potentially increasing the size of the Parks Commission, resulting in the recommendation to dissolve the 
Moseley Woods Commission 

• Commissioners held five public meetings about the off leash program regarding fencing alternatives and 
finding a location for a fenced dog park and held three discussions about increasing the pet waste 
management program 

• Commissioners considered a proposal by Newburyport Youth Services to transfer jurisdiction of the 
Skate Park to the Parks Commission advising that the addition of another park should occur only if 
accompanied by adequate resources of funding and personnel to maintain the park.   

• Approved an amended Support-a-Spot policy 
• Negotiated increased pet waste management service in exchange for parking of Doody Calls vehicles 

overnight at Moseley Woods Park and/or Cashman Park 
• Advised one-year pilot removal of bollards on Clipper City Rail Trail 
• Held public meeting and published an on line survey to gauge resident preference for the future of the 

former tennis court at Atwood Park. Commissioners ruled to renovate the lot into a new green space 
with walkways and garden beds.  

• Commissioners approved the name Garrison Gardens for the new green space at Atwood Park 
• Recommended construction of a four-season, two-story bathroom structure at Cashman Park as a 

permitting requirement for the Towle property housing development, but eventually accepted a proposal 
for a smaller, one story bathroom facility without storage 

• Recommended replacing the damaged rose hedge at Joppa Park with a poly-culture of plantings including 
hardy catmint, hydrangea, and grasses to promote chance of survival under severe weather conditions; 
voted to remove the central garden there and replace with turf grass 

• Cushing Park was transferred to Parks Commission jurisdiction per City Council order of April 13, 2015 
• Inn Street Park and Playground was transferred to Parks Commission jurisdiction per order of City 

Council on February 23, 2015 
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Planning Board 

 
 
The primary mission of the Planning Board is to implement the Master Plan. The Board affects future development by 
proposing ordinance changes to the City Council that align our law with our strategic plans. The Board also administers 
decisions and permits under the Zoning Code and the State Subdivision control law.  

 

Notable changes to the Code included the adoption of the 40R Smart Growth Overlay. In addition, for 2015, the Board 
issued 28 decisions. Notable decisions included the amended permits for the condos behind the Towle building, and Site 
Plan review of the new DPS building for the water department on Perry Way. 

 

Members 

Jim McCarthy (Chair), Bonnie Sontag (VC), Doug Locy (Sec.), Andrew Shapiro, Leah McGavern, Sue Grolnic, James 
Brugger, Don Walters, Noah Luskin 

 
Planning & Development Department 

Planning Board 

The Planning Board held 23 Public Meetings in Fiscal Year 2015 and acted on the following land use applications: 

Approval Not Required Plans  7 (7 approved) 

Definitive Subdivision   1 (1 approved, 1 pending) 

Site Plan Review/Amendment  7 (7 approved) 

Special Permit/Amendment  5 (5 approved) 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

The Zoning Board held 20 Public Meetings in Fiscal Year 2015 and acted on the following land use applications: 

Appeal     4 (1 approved, 3 denied) 

Dimensional Variance   24 (23 approved, 1 withdrawn) 

Sign Variance    6 (5 approved, 1 dismissed) 

Special Permit    15 (12 approved, 3 withdrawn) 

Special Permit for Non-Conformities 33 (31 approved, 1 denied, 1 withdrawn) 

Use Variance    3 (3 approved)   

   

Conservation Commission 
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The Conservation Commission held 22 Public Meetings in Fiscal Year 2015 and acted on the following applications: 

ANRAD     1 (1 approved) 

Notice of Intent/Amendment  25 (25 approved) 

Request for Determination of Applicability 16 (16 Negative Determinations) 

 

Historical Commission 

The Historical Commission held 18 Public Meetings in Fiscal Year 2015 and acted on 15 applications filed under the 
Demolition Delay Ordinance.  The Commission found that 10 of these structures were architecturally or historically 
significant and 5 were not.  Public hearings were held   for 5 applications.  Demolition Delay was not invoked for any 
application during the course of the fiscal year. 

Police 
The mission of the Newburyport Police Department is to strive to provide “Excellence in Policing through 
Superior Service” to all that live in and visit this community. 

Accomplishments 

• Held our 11th annual open house the first Saturday of Yankee Homecoming. This open house has become 
very popular with families and young children touring the station. 

 
• Held our 9th annual food drive at Shaw’s and Market Basket in early December collecting food to support 

the Salvation Army. 
 
• Officer Joshua Tierney completed a one week training in Clandestine Laboratory Investigation Safety in 

Quantico, VA at the FBI training facility. 
 
• Marshal Thomas Howard retired as City Marshal and Lt Mark Murray was appointed Interim City Marshal. 
 
• All officers were fitted for new bullet proof vest and were purchased through a State and Federal grant. 
 
• Records Clerk Judy Solazzo retired and Laurie Brown was hired as the new Records Clerk. 

 
• Officer Jason Kohan was promoted to Sergeant 
 
• The department received a $10,000 Highway Safety Grant from EOPPS. 

 
• The department received notification that the application for the Taser grant had been approved. The 

grant was for $30,000, and will be used to purchase 25 Tasers and cartridges; Training will be scheduled 
in the near future. 

 
• The police department and fire department continue to research the feasibility of combining the 

dispatchers at the police station. This has the potential to reduce labor costs, increase efficiency and 
reduce duplication. 
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• The department received the Silver Award from AAA of Southeastern New England for its outstanding 
work in Traffic Enforcement. 

 
• The department received notification that the grant from the Stanton Foundation had been approved in 

the sum of $25,000. This grant will be used to fund the departments first Canine. The Handler will be 
Officer Eric Marshall. They will attend the canine academy in the Fall of 2015 for 14 weeks. 

 
• Participated in the Annual Kids Day in the Park at Atkinson Common, where children were able to see 

several of our police vehicles including the Motorcycles, as well as receive safety tips. 
 
 
• Participated in the Special Olympics Convoy where officers from the department met with officers from 

several departments and drove in a convoy in police cruisers to Harvard Stadium in Cambridge where 
they were able to participate in the awards ceremony by presenting the athletes with medals. 

 
• Participated in “Cops for Kids with Cancer” where officers visited patients in an effort to give them a 

break from the stresses of cancer treatment. 
 

• Participated in the annual Touch-A-Truck at Cashman Park where kids can sit and explore public safety 
vehicles. 

 
• Held a Rape Aggression Defense System for Women. These classes were taught by Officer Michalek and 

Officer Muldowney who are nationally certified instructors 
 

• Conducted Traffic Studies on most major roadways in the City along with directed patrols. The traffic 
signboard, which has the latest technology, has provided the Department with a detailed account of traffic 
speed, volume and trends. This information is shared on our Facebook page. 

 
• Maintained our State Accreditation receiving our 5th award, which will stay in effect for the next 3 years. 

 
• Managed several major events in the city including 12 road races, 3 of which are ½ Marathons, Yankee 

Homecoming,  River fest, Car Show , Invitation Nights, Waterfront Concerts and numerous weekend 
festivals. 

 
• Conducted many tours at the police station for the local schools as well as local Boy and Girl Scout 

Troops. 
 

• Participated in local fundraisers where we have a police officer drive a student to school in a police 
cruiser. 

 
• Participated in Maudsley State Park safety day. 
 
• Continued success with our School Resource Officer. 
 
• Participated in the DEA National Drug Take Back Initiative. 

 
• Purchased 2 Harley Davidson Motorcycles. 
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• Hire 4 new officers, Officer Tori Smith, Officer Ryan Cutter and Officer Matthew Whitty, all graduated 
from the police academy in June 2015. Officer Michael Traister was hired and had already attended the police 
academy. 

Public Services 
Major projects addressed in FY2015 are as follows: 

 Administration 

• DPS Administration Building – Started construction on the building with an estimated completion date of June 2016. 
Engineering Division conducting daily project oversight of the project.   

 
Highway Division and Engineering 

• Cleared and removed a record amount (season total over 9’) of snow from city streets and property. 

• Performed all site preparation for new playground at Nock Molin Middle School. 

• Prepared and implemented first-ever standard specifications for citywide sidewalk construction. 

• Restructured weekend Highway Crew staff to conduct trash removal twice a day instead of once a day during the warmer 
months to keep downtown clean of litter and debris. 

• Participated in Climate Change Adaptation and Resiliency Plan task force groups meetings and workshops; reviewed plans 
and environmental studies.     

• Engineering Division provided project management for the Inn Street Fountain Project with Planning Department 
assistance.   

 
Sewer Division 

• Design process underway for new Graf Road wastewater lift station.  

• Design process underway for wastewater force main replacement from Hale St. lift station connection to Graf Road force 
main. 
 

Water Division 

• Completed Rt. 1 Traffic Circle Water Main Project; replaced 900 L.F. with Ductile Iron which will allow for expansion of 
the MBTA/Boston Way Area. 

• Completed Upper Dam improvements, a $1.5M project including repairs to crest, leaking joints, restoring wing walls, 
removal of existing gate house superstructure, installation of new overflow structure and landscaping. 

Recycling, Solid Waste and Energy 
 

Energy 

• Newburyport seeking approval by the Departments of Energy Resources and Public Utilities to bring a 
residential electricity aggregation program to city residents and businesses and will begin to seek supply 
pricing during 2016.   

• Newburyport's Clean Energy Road map finalized and is posted on The Massachusetts Clean Energy 
Center's site,  http://files.masscec.com/research/NewburyportCleanEnergyRoadmap.pdf 

http://files.masscec.com/research/NewburyportCleanEnergyRoadmap.pdf
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• Completed the National Grid Community Energy Efficiency program goals with 368 assessments 
completed, 159 insulation upgrades, 169 air sealed homes completed with additional weatherization and 
efficiency measures taken and resulting in 10, 588 MMBTU’s saved equivalent to 767 tons of solid waste 
sent to landfills.   

• Received third Green Communities grant in the amount of $195,892.for energy efficiency upgrade work 
at Newburyport High School and the Greenleaf Fire station.  

• Completed municipal building energy supply contract with Constellation Energy to ensure ongoing savings 
(current contract is for $.929 per kwh vs NGrid rate of $.12.6 per kwh for standard offer).    

• Completed Green Communities Annual Report for the State Department of Energy Resources and 
reported that total municipal energy usage in all city buildings has decreased 8% since baseline year 2009, 
see full explanation below:    

 
Since our baseline year in 2009 we are now showing a 8% overall energy usage reduction.  One 
must take into account building renovations and replacement as listed below. Overall savings 
are shown with buildings at 6 %, vehicles 33% and 12% with street lights. Vehicle usage was 
down and more fuel efficient vehicles have been added. Street lights showed a big savings since 
purchasing them last year and taking some off line.    

 

Recycling 

• Recycling tonnage decreased from 2948 in 2014 to 2603.78.  
• The new bulk plastic recycling program brought in 1478 pounds but the collection has ceased at this time 

due to market conditions.  
• Drop off recycling and household hazardous waste increased in all material areas over the year:  Scrap 

metal  30.48 tons, textiles 44.7 tons, electronics 9.9 tons, monitors and TVs 23.8 tons, 195 pounds of 
rechargeable batteries and  over 7171 linear mercury lamps. 

• We continued our electronics waste (E-waste) recycling program with 4 young adults with developmental 
disabilities employed through the funds generated from the E-waste Program of $22,800 for the year.   

• Recycling and energy queries, issues, and or incidents average approximately 75-100 per week via e-mail, 
phone and in person with an emphasis on return e-mail or call within 24 hours.       

• Illegal dumping rates have decreased but are being managed with enforcement and accountability to 
property owners as well as new signage in problem areas.  

• The relatively new program and service for downtown businesses brought in brought in 160 cubic yards 
of Styrofoam.   

 

Yard Waste Facility (YWF) 

• Material at YWF totaled 3300 CY or 660 tons of compostable material and 360 tons of brush. 
• This year the YWF sold stickers to 2265 households with an income of $31,610 for the 2015 season. 
• Conducted second rain barrel education and marketing program in which over 50 households participated 

in. 
• Crow Lane Recycling and YWF continues to be part of seventh grade science sustainability section 

including a green roof, solar demonstration site and bicycle recycling program.  
• Continued focus on educational programs relating to sustainability through eco-tours, annual information 

brochure, educational sessions and assemblies at school, and other venues throughout the year. 
  

Solid Waste 
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• In September of 2015 the city began its two year pilot organics collection program in the south end with 
over 400 household participating.  

• Solid waste tonnage decreased from 5359 tons in CY 2014 to 5235 tons in CY 2015, gain down 
significantly from our 2009 benchmark year of 7500 tons. 

• The mattress program recycled 335 mattresses and disposed of 187 mattresses.  Mattress disposal 
income was $2805, ere were no fees collected for recycled mattresses. I 

• There were 1604 bulk stickers sold with an income of $8020 vs. 1649 bulk permits sold the previous 
year.    

• Proper disposal of household hazardous waste material including:  3114 gallons of chemicals, 141 tires, 
600 gal of oil recycled,  244 pounds of alkaline batteries, 42 gallons of cooking oil, 20 gallons of button cell 
batteries and elemental mercury and 100 gallons of anti-freeze.  

• The city's ban on thin film, integral handled, single use plastic bags began on March 29, 2015. 
 

Redevelopment Authority 
 
Members 
 
Tom Salemi, Chairperson, Term 2/12- 1/17  
Andrew Sidford, Vice-Chairperson, Term 10/14 - 10/19 
Adam Guild, Treasurer , Term 7/10 - 7/15 
Leslie Eckholdt, Secretary, 5/14 - 5/19 
Bob Uhlig, Term 6/14 - 3/17   
 
Adam Guild resigned at the May 15, 2015 meeting and the NRA has one vacancy to fill.  Leslie Eckholdt was 
elected Treasurer.  
 
Legal Counsel to the NRA: 
Carol L. Powers, J.D. 
 
 
Summary of Activities  
 
July, 2014  
• Not Your Average Joe’s (NYAJ’s) dumpster was moved to the NRA property and a fence was built 

around it for a cost of $2830.  The NRA receives a monthly license fee of $250 for the use of its 
property.  

2. A founder friend of the Newburyport Waterfront Trust (WFT), asked for minutes from the NRA’s 
early1992 meetings attempting to confirm the NRA authorized the WFT to lease the NRA’s submerged 
tidelands.   The request for the Minutes was satisfied – all records are kept in the City Planning Office.  
No documentation of the NRA leasing rights to the submerged tidelands was found. 

 
August, 2014  
• Additional title work was completed by F. Denhard to determine rights and responsibilities surrounding 

the NRA’s ownership of the submerged tidelands.  
 
September, 2014 
• ESS was hired at a cost of $6500 to do the Phase 1 DEP Report on the NRA’s West lot.  
• A meeting was had with the City Council, Mayor, the NRA and public to discuss waterfront park 

expansion and potential revenue sources that could accomplish this goal.  Meeting was well attended, 
informative and cordial.   
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• The NRA agreed to jointly apply with the City for an EPA grant for brownfields management planning. 
The purpose of this grant would be to fund a Licensed Site Planner (LSP) to analyze the condition of the 
NRA property. We did not receive the grant.  

• The NRA agreed to write a letter of support for the City Harbormaster Commission’s application to the 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Department for a $500,000 grant to build a new transient boaters‘ facility.  A 
portion of the NRA property, worth $15,000, would be available for locating materials and machinery 
during construction.  The Harbormaster Commission received the grant.   

 
October, 2014 
• The NRA agreed to join the WFT in an assessment of the condition of the trees on their adjoining 

properties.  
 
November, 2014 
• ESS submitted the Phase 1 DEP report on the NRA’s West lot, as required. A low level of petroleum was 

found in the Southwest corner of the lot.  A follow-up report is required 11/2017. 
• The NRA agreed to pay $5000, approximately 1/3rd of the cost, to do a major tree maintenance project 

on the NRA and WFT properties.  
• A proposed plan for the realignment of the West parking lot to accomplish a better configuration and 

alignment with WFT parking on Riverside Park was presented by Bob Uhlig.  The proposed plan would 
add a pedestrian way along the berm and create space for a small park along Merrimac Street with no loss 
to the overall number of parking spaces.   

 
November, 2014 cont’d 
• Attorney Carol Powers presented a Memorandum providing a history of the NRA’s ownership of the 

submerged tidelands and confirming that no leasing rights to the submerged tidelands were conveyed by 
the NRA to the WFT in the 1992 revision to the Declaration of Public Trust.  The NRA owns 4 parcels: 
the Custom House (currently under a long-term lease to the Custom House Maritime Museum to 2100), 
the East and West parking lots and contiguous areas; and the submerged tidelands. There are possible 
income opportunities associated with all four of these properties.  

 
December, 2014 
• NRA Parking Agreement with the City expires December 31, 2014. The NRA and the WFT want to 

increase the hourly parking rate from $.50 to $1.00 an hour and to extend parking hours until 8 PM.  
Because the NRA desires to make these changes and the City has not yet come to agreement with the 
NRA, the NRA extended its Parking Agreement with the City under the current terms until April 30, 
2015.  The sharing of parking revenues and obligations of maintenance are on an ‘at will basis’ after this 
date as talks continue with the City about changing parking rates and hours.  

• The NRA discussed the costs of increased and upgraded lighting to the West and East lots.   
 
January, 2015 
• Attorney Carol Powers received correspondence from an abutting property owner, a Condominium 

Association, stating that eight parking spaces were to have been transferred from the NRA to the 
Condominium Association in 1976.  

• Bob Uhlig will replace Adam Guild on the Parking Advisory Committee.    
 
February, 2015 
• The NRA approved the concept of creating a Pop Up Park (PUP) along Merrimac Street for the 

approximate cost of $75,000. The ordering of tables, chairs, and trash receptacles was approved. The park 
is designed by NRA member Bob Uhlig, a landscape architect and president of Halvorson Design.  The 
Chamber of Commerce director expressed a willingness to help provide staff to maintain the park.  

 
 
March, 2015 
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• The NRA agreed to jointly apply with the WFT to the Community Preservation Committee for financial 
assistance with the cost of the PUP and the improved lighting at the WFT Riverside Park and the NRA 
West lot. We did not receive the financial assistance requested.  

• Geordie Vining from the City’s Planning Department asked for a permanent easement across the NRA 
Custom House Way of approximately 100 square feet for the proposed extension of the Rail Trail and for 
temporary construction easements through the NRA East lot while building the Rail Trail.  Attorney Carol 
Powers recommended that the permanent and temporary easements be separate documents and has 
negotiated the documents with the City attorney.  

 
April, 2015 
• Not Your Average Joe’s (a restaurant located at the Firehouse, which abuts NRA and WFT properties) 

signed a License Agreement to use NRA for placement of a dumpster.  
• In order to better locate the new Harbormaster transient boaters’ facility, the City’s Geordie Vining asked 

the NRA agree to allow the Fisherman’s Monument to be moved from City property to NRA property.  
The monument will be placed on a new brick plaza with tables and benches around it. The NRA agreed to 
allow the monument to be relocated onto its property.   

• The NRA discussed expanding lighting on its East lot.  National Grid does not provide poles or lighting as it 
has in the past. The purchase of new lighting by the NRA for the large East lot is prohibitively expensive and 
therefore this issue will be brought to the Parking Advisory Committee. 

• The proposal from Hennessey Landscaping to create the PUP for $13,510 was approved.   The various uses 
of the PUP were discussed and it was agreed that obtaining necessary licenses and/or permits for food 
vendors to operate out of the PUP could be time-consuming.  

• NRA approved paying $700 to Ethan Cohen to document the creation of the PUP through use of a drone-
video. 

• NRA approved spending $9200 toward the installation of new lighting on the West lot.  
 

May, 2015 
• The City agreed to provide the labor for the installation of the new lights in the West lot.  
• ESS was hired to test the soil in anticipation of the installation of the light poles in the West lot and the 

creation and maintenance of the Pop-Up Park. 
  
June, 2015  
• ESS found no area of special concern for the PUP area where there will be no excavation, although they 

made a recommendation that a layer of geo-textile fabric to be installed. Cost of $1875 for the fabric was 
approved.   

• ESS reported some arsenic was found in the West lot where the lighting pole bases would be installed. The 
contaminated soil must be removed.  

• Attorney Carol Powers has finalized the temporary and permanent Easements for the Rail Trail terminus on 
the NRA’s East lot and recommended that the Chairperson sign the documents when ready.  Work should 
begin next spring.  

• Thomas Gould, Chair of the Board of Directors of the Maritime Society, requested that the NRA transfer 
the adjacent property that is not currently included in its Lease. 

 
     
This summarizes the work of the NRA for the 2014-2015 fiscal year.  We are currently developing a White Paper 
to be presented to the City Council and Mayor to detail the NRA’s objectives and its Central Waterfront 
Program.  
 
Opening balance on July 1, 2014 in the Money Market account = $161,707.03 
 
Interest income from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015 = $262.72 
 
Parking revenue from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015 = $131,347. 93 
 
Transfers from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015 to checking for expenses = $131,000 
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Ending balance on June 30, 2015 in the Money Market account =  $162,318.58  
 
 
 
Opening balance on July 1, 2014 in the Checking Account = $712.91 
 
Deposits from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015 from Money Market account = $131,000 
 
Expenses from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2014 = $113,338.84 
 
Ending Balance on June 30, 2015 = $12,074.10 plus $6300 coming from container refund  
 
 
Expenses paid from checking account from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015     
         Waterfront Trust = $12,718.88 
   
Gretchen Joy = $1800 
         
Legal 
Carol Powers = $10,076 
Flory Denhard =   $ 439 
 
National Grid = $3565.58 
 
Fence around dumpster = $2830 
 
Furniture =  
Casa = $24,652.50 
Fermob = $7607.04 
Design Within Reach = $3613.72 
Victor Stanley = $3126 
 
Trees = $5000  
Lighting 
Lumen = $2500 
Bega = $20,590 
Hess= $2895 
 
ESS = $6926.97 
 
Insurance 
McDonald = $2348 
Liberty Mutual = $1554 
 
Container= $700 ($6300 returned in August)  
 
Bank fees= $70 
 
Advertisement in NBPT News = $204.75 
 
ZIP Print for CPC copies = $121.40  
 
Total Expenses = 113,338.84 
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Retirement 
 
The Newburyport Retirement System (System) administers the defined benefit plan for the Newburyport Housing 
Authority and the City of Newburyport employees, with the exception of teachers and school administrators, 
whose program is administered by the Massachusetts Teachers’ Retirement Board.  The defined benefit plan is 
governed by Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 32 and provides retirement, disability, survivor, and death 
benefits to members and their beneficiaries.  The Public Employee Retirement Administration Commission 
(PERAC) oversees all 105 retirement systems within the state. 

 

The System has a five member Board responsible for ensuring that it is operating in compliance with the M.G.L. 
Chapter 32. The two elected positions are held by Chairman, Joseph Spaulding is a retired firefighter and Vice 
Chairman, Jeff Cutter is a firefighter for the City of Newburyport. The City Auditor, Ethan Manning is the ex-
officio and the Mayor’s appointee is former Mayor John Moak. The fifth member is Alexander Kravchuk, a retired 
Veteran’s agent who is appointed by the other four members. 

 

The Executive Director, Laurie Burton who is responsible for all financial transactions, reporting investment 
activity, comprehensive pre and post retirement counseling to employees and their families. The retirement office 
processes the monthly pension payroll for retirees/survivor benefits and provides all required government reports. 
The office is responsible for reconciling all deductions and annuity savings accounts and any other duties the Board 
deems necessary. 

 

The System is funded through members’ deductions, investments and an annual appropriation from the City of 
Newburyport and the Newburyport Housing Authority.  The Board adopted an actuarial funding schedule to 
ensure the financial stability of the retirement system.  According to the most recent actuarial report, as of January 
1, 2014 the system was 60% funded. As of December 31, 2014, there were 463 active/inactive members and 224 
retired members/beneficiaries.       

 

The Newburyport Retirement Pension Fund is invested with the Pension Reserve Investment Trust, which is 
managed by the Pension Reserves Investment Management Board. The Newburyport Retirement System’s asset 
balance as of December 31, 2014 was $66,725,443.  

 

Treasurer and Trust Fund Commission 
Treasurer’s Annual Trust Fund Report FY15 

FUNDS ACCT #  PRINCIPAL  INTEREST PURPOSE 

 
PRINCIPAL 

 
INCOME 

 
EMMA ANDREWS 081-30101  $              1,000.00   $               143.67  SO END READING ROOM 

MARGARET ATWOOD 081-30301  $            11,000.00   $            1,580.49  POOR & RELIGIOUS 

BALCH FUND 081-30202  $            10,000.00   $            1,436.84  BARTLETT MALL 

J.M. BRADBURY 081-30102  $              1,000.00   $               143.17  GENERAL USE OF LIBRARY 
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C.W. BRADSTREET 081-30103  $              1,000.00   $               143.67  GENERAL USE OF LIBRARY 

JOHN BROMFIELD 081-30203  $            98,835.35   $          14,200.94  SIDEWALK & TREES 

MOSES BROWN 081-30361  $            15,000.00   $            2,155.22  SCHOOLS 

W.O. COFFIN 081-30104  $            10,000.00   $            1,432.46  BOOKS FOR LIBRARY 

LUCY B. COLBY 081-30105  $                700.00   $               100.58  REPLACEMENT OF OLD BOOKS 

CHARLOTTE COLE 081-30106  $              2,000.00   $               286.90  SUPT. OF READING ROOM 

JOHN J. CURRIER 081-30107  $              1,000.00   $               143.67  NBPT. & NBY BOOKS 

JOHN N. CUSHING 081-30109  $              1,000.00   $               143.67  PUBLIC LIBRARY PURCHASE 

CALEB CUSHING 081-30110  $              1,000.00   $               142.82  BOOKS FOR NHS SENIOR 

A.E. CUTTER 081-30108  $              4,000.00   $               571.19  GENERAL USE OF LIBRARY 

A.G. CUTTER 081-30204  $            54,125.10   $            7,776.86  BEAUTIFYING CITY 

ANNIE D. DAVIS 081-30302  $              1,000.00   $               143.67  AGED LADIES 

TIMOTHY DEXTER 081-30303  $              2,137.50   $               307.12  POOR 

NATHAN D. DODGE 081-30111  $              1,020.00   $               145.70  BOOKS FOR LIBRARY 

W.H.P. DODGE 081-30112  $              2,645.00   $               379.43  BOOKS & PAPERS FOR LIB 

SUSAN DONNELL 081-30113  $              3,000.00   $               431.06  GENERAL USE OF LIBRARY 

L.M. FOLLANSBEE 081-30305  $              3,706.25   $               532.52  POOR 

DANIEL FOSTER 081-30114  $                250.00   $                 35.91  BOOKS FOR LIBRARY 

J.A. FROTHINGHAM 081-30115  $              1,000.00   $               143.67  BOOKS FOR LIBRARY 

A.M. GORWAIZ 081-30252  $                100.00   $                 14.39  ATKINSON COMMON 

SARAH GREEN 081-30116  $              2,000.00   $               285.73  BOOKS FOR LIBRARY 

GEORGE HASKELL 081-30118  $              1,072.50   $               154.10  BOOKS FOR LIBRARY 

LAURENCE HAYWARD 081-30120  $              5,000.00   $               714.42  CHRISTMAS GIFTS LIB. EMPL. 

CHARLES HALL 081-30117  $                500.00   $                 71.85  LIBRARY TRAVEL 

DR.THOMAS HEALEY 081-30119  $              1,000.00   $               143.26  MEDICAL BOOKS 

HIGHLAND CEMETARY 081-30406  $            16,333.46   $            2,346.86  CEMETARY 

WILLIAM HORTON 081-30304  $            28,520.00   $            4,097.84  AGED & NEEDY OF NBPT 

EDITH KENDALL 081-30364  $              5,000.00   $               683.36   SCHOOL-SCIENCE 

EDITH KENDALL 081-30365  $              5,000.00   $               683.04  SCHOOL-MEDICAL 

CHARLES KNIGHT 081-30253  $                400.00   $                 57.47  ATKINSON COMMON 

S.W. MARSTON 081-30122  $              5,000.00   $               713.98  GENERAL USE OF LIBRARY 

PAUL A. MERRILL 081-30362  $              1,000.00   $               143.67  SCHOOL PRIZE 

GRACE C. MOODY 081-30123  $              1,000.00   $               143.67  PUBLIC LIBRARY 

E.S. MOSELEY 081-30124  $              5,000.00   $               715.05  GENERAL USE OF LIBRARY 

W.O. MOSELEY 081-30125  $            10,166.93   $            1,452.88  GENERAL USE OF LIBRARY 

ALICE MOULTON 081-30126  $              1,858.26   $               265.74  AS TREAS.OF LIB.DIRECTS 

MUNICIPAL INS FND * 081-30201  $             1,770.98   $               254.44  REPLACE LOSS BY FIRE* 

MUNCIPAL BLDGS 081-30403  $             5,400.00   $               774.15  
 

HARLAN NOYES 081-30127  $                250.00   $                 35.91  LIBRARY 

ETHEL PARTON 081-30129  $              2,100.00   $               300.88  CHILDRENS BOOKS 

PAUL PATHE 081-30128  $                786.23   $               112.98  PUBLIC LIBRARY 

GEO.PETTINGELL 081-30130  $              2,011.13   $               288.97  1/2 TO SO.END R.ROOM 

   
 $                      -    1/2 TO PUBLIC LIBRARY 

GRACE PETTINGELL 081-30131  $                500.00   $                 71.85  SO.END READING ROOM 

MATTHEW SAWYER 081-30133  $              5,000.00   $               715.23  BOOKS FOR LIBRARY 

M.H. SIMPSON 081-30205  $            21,305.39   $            3,061.27  SPRINKLING STREETS 
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MARGARET SAVAGE 081-30132  $              2,000.00   $               286.46  LIBRARY 

SO.END READ. ROOM 081-30134  $              9,378.61   $            1,347.56  BRANCH LIBRARY 

J.R. SPRING 081-30135  $            20,000.00   $            2,867.35  BOOKS FOR LIBRARY 

E.H. STICKNEY 081-30136  $            10,774.01   $            1,542.94  GENERAL USE OF LIBRARY 

EBEN STONE 081-30137  $              4,604.07   $               659.20  GENERAL USE OF LIBRARY 

BENJAMIN SWEETSER 081-30138  $              5,000.00   $               715.38  GENERAL USE OF LIBRARY 

WILLIAM TODD 081-30139  $            15,220.50   $            2,174.87  READING ROOM 

R.H. TOPPAN 081-30363  $                250.00   $                 34.98  SCHOOL PRIZE 

ANNIE WIGHTMAN 081-30140  $              8,728.94   $            1,253.09  PUB.LIBRARY READ.ROOM 

A.WILLIAM 081-30141  $              1,000.00   $               142.65  BOOKS FOR LIBRARY 

PAUL S.& ANNA WALCOTT 081-30142  $              5,739.96   $               822.43  LIBRARY ENDOWMENT 

PAUL S. & ANNA WALCOTT 081-30411  $                777.29   $               111.68  LIBRARY ENDOWMENT 

RUTH SIROIS&P.WALCOTT 081-30409  $              7,000.00   $            1,005.78  GENERAL USE OF LIBRARY 

VARIOUS CEMETARY FDS 081-30404  $              5,479.95   $               787.67  CEMETARIES 

LEBMAN FUND 081-30121  $              7,877.16   $            1,125.63  LIBRARY 

DONALD SAFFORD 081-30412  $          106,351.31   $          15,052.84  SCHOLARSHIPS 

HERMAN ROY * 081-30407,08  $          419,704.91   $          60,159.95  BEAUTIFY WATERFRONT* 

     

  
 $         984,380.79   $        140,914.68  

 
*INTEREST INCOME ADDED 

  
 $          80,754.73  

 

     
CHAS. W. MOSELEY 081-30251  $           45,000.00   $               825.11  MOSELEY PINES 

PAUL S. & ANNA WALCOTT 081-30411  $             2,447.00  
 

LIBRARY ENDOWMENT 

CLARA COLLINS * 081-30404  $                        -    
 

LIBRARY 

(XFER'D TO LIBRARY GIFTS 5/2012) 
 

 $           47,447.00  
  

     

  
 $      1,031,827.79  

  

 

bal 6/30/15 
MV  $       2,225,593.32  

  

     
CITY OF NEWBURYPORT 8268-10400  $           91,926.45   $             (136.81) MAINTENANCE 

 

bal 6/30/15 
MV  $         117,901.21  

  

  
 $           91,926.45    

 

  
 $                        -    

  
INSTITUTION FOR SAVINGS 8263-49900  $      2,350,863.09  

 
STABILIZATION FUND 

 
bal 6/30/15  $       2,389,395.51  

   
The TRUST FUND COMMITTEE is a committee of not less than 3 residents, selected and appointed by the 
Mayor.  Generally, the committee will meet on a quarterly basis. 

Responsibilities include: 

• Review of financial statements for Trust Funds quarterly and annually 
• Review City’s position with investment advisor- review gains/losses 
• Ensure investments fall under the current City policy guidelines 
• Review of applications submitted for expenditures from funds and report to Mayor 
• Determine proper use of funds with regard to donor’s bequest; review defunct purposes and if possible, 

establish new meaningful purposes. 
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Committee Members:  (formed with these members Sept 2014) 
Richard O’Brien – Chair 
Richard Eaton 
Sheila Mullins 

Tree Commission 
 

The mission of the Newburyport Tree Commission as stated in in the Newburyport Code of Ordinances: Chapter 
12: Streets, Sidewalks and Other Public Places, Article VI: Protection of Public Trees, Section 12-172 is to select, 
plant, protect, maintain, plan for and increase the health, beauty, quantity, diversity, and vitality of Newburyport 
trees.  
 
Responsibilities: 

• Advise the Tree Warden and other City officials with respect to the adoption and amendment of plans, 
programs and regulations pertaining to the protection of Public Trees in the City, including the City Tree 
Plan and Tree Regulations; 

• Monitor the health and protection of Public Trees, creating and updating inventories of such trees; 
• Identify issues relative to the health and protection of Public Trees and recommending solutions to 

problems identified; 
• Advise the Tree Warden and other City officials with respect to the planting and replacement of Public 

Trees and on tree-related issues; 
• Seek grants and conducting fundraising to assist the Commission’s mission, such funds to be deposited 

into the Tree Fund; 
• Promote knowledge and awareness of the benefits of trees and their impact on the quality of life in 

Newburyport; 
• Actively design select, plant and maintain the tree ecology of Newburyport in coordination with the Tree 

Warden and the City Tree Plan. 
 
FY2015 Activities: 
In furtherance of this mission the Commission, through the monthly meetings and committees, plans and 
implements several projects during the year either alone or in collaboration with the Tree Warden. These projects 
included:  

• Planted thirty eight trees in the Fall and Spring in selected locations throughout the City’s neighborhoods 
at locations selected through tree awareness programs presented by Commission members at 
Newburyport schools and upon review of City streets by both Commissioners and the Tree Warden;  

• provided community education projects at Newburyport High School and the River Valley Charter 
School;  

• Conducted pruning and mulching of selected street trees on at least four occasions by Commissioners 
along with both community and professional volunteers;  

• Completed an inventory of over 600 trees which had been planted beginning in 2006;  
• Provided on-going support for and advice to the Tree Warden relative to hazard tree action and related 

issues;  
• Advised the Tree Warden relative to populating and maintaining the Tree Commission documents on the 

City of Newburyport website;  
• Provided seasonal watering and care for over 57 street trees which had been planted in 2013/2014 and 

2015; 
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• Established an Adopt- a-Tree program in a public/private partnership with the non-profit Friends of 
Newburyport Trees; 

• Begun the implementation of the Green Street tree planting project; 
• Advised both the Tree Warden and Northeast Urban Forest Advocacy relative to the Emerald Ash Borer 

problem and the proposed landscape work at the water front park by the Water Front Trust; 
• Established committees to work with Tree Warden to develop and publish both a list of trees appropriate 

to be planted in public streets and to create Tree Regulations consistent with Chapter 12:Article  VI 
(Tree Ordinance).  

 
Summary 
The Tree Commissioners are committed to continuing their volunteer efforts to meet their assigned mission and 
responsibilities and to build upon their accomplishments to date.  The Commissioners would welcome an 
opportunity to meet with appropriate officials to discuss the work of the Commission. 

 
Veterans’ Services  

 

The Department of Veterans’ Services serves as an advocate for all 977 local veterans and their 1,800 dependents 
who reside in the City. The Department advises clients as to the availability of services, benefits, entitlements and 
provides financial assistance (M.G.L.  C.115) to needy veterans and their dependents who have served honorably in 
the United States Armed Forces. In Fiscal year 2014, over $176,000 was disbursed to local deserving veterans or 
their spouses from the City of Newburyport. The cost of this benefit program is reimbursed to the City by the 
State, one year after payment, at the rate of $.75 for every $1.00 disbursed by the City.  
 
In the year 2014, the Department of Veterans Affairs, a branch of the Federal government, disbursed over 
$2,000,000 to Newburyport Veterans in pensions, disability compensation, or as pensions for surviving spouses. 
Much of this money is spent within the City benefiting the Newburyport merchants and businesses who serve our 
Veteran population. The infusion of this money into our City does not require that the City spend any money to 
get it. The Veterans’ Services Office assists veterans and their families in processing applications for these Federal 
benefits. The Office also assists pensioners with their annual Veterans’ Affairs financial Eligibility Verification 
Reports and applications for local Property Tax Abatements/Exemptions. 
 
The Veterans’ Services Office organizes the Memorial Day and Veterans’ Day celebrations. Part of those annual 
duties involves replacing the flags at the 2,300 veteran graves in Newburyport’s cemeteries before the Memorial 
Day Holiday.  The seventh grade class from the Nock Middle School assists each year in this commemoration by 
placing flags at the graves of veterans in St. Mary’s and Belleville cemeteries. 
 
Going forward into Fiscal Year 2015, the Veterans’ Office will solidify working with Amesbury and Merrimac for 
the distribution of Veterans’ Services on a regional basis. We are honored to serve our Veterans who have served 
us. 

 

Youth Services 
 
 

3,163 registrations  
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$303,916 Revenue for programs 

 

142 Members at Drop In Center (up from 93 in FY14) 52% increase 

 

Over 245 Sessions of Recreation Programming offered  

 

Over 12 events (including: Touch a Truck, Fishing Tournament, Movie Nights, 5 Jr Member Nights, Guys’ 
night out, Camp Out, Red Sox) 

 

Increased registration of 4 and 5 year olds in summer programs by over 200% 

 

Water and Sewer Commission 

 
The mission of the Water and Sewer Commission is to represent the City of Newburyport water and sewer rate 
payers in all matters related to expenditures, operation and planning of the water and sewer systems.  To develop 
policies as needed that are fair and equitable to all water and sewer users and to set rates based upon forecast 
expenditures and anticipated revenues.  To provide to the resident’s water that is safe and meets all of the 
requirements of color, odor and taste and to treat wastewater that can be safely discharged to the local waters 
and meets all state and federal requirements. 
 
Members 
 
John Tomasz – Chairman, Robert Cook – Vice Chairman, Larry Kelly, Roger Jones  
 
Responsibilities of the Commission 
 
• To ensure that the water and sewer systems are operating at their optimum while protecting the health 

and wellbeing of the residents of Newburyport.   
• To ensure that expenditures are being made to maintain water and sewer systems that are reliable, can 

function safely and efficiently today and in the future.    
• To be fair and reasonable to all customers in their requests for abatements and all other matters related 

to the water and sewer systems. 
 

Accomplishments 
 
The merger of the water and sewer commissions was accomplished in FY2015 which will provide for overall 
better management of water and sewer issues in a coordinated and cooperative manner.  During the fiscal year, 
we continued to work on reaching resolution on matters related to Plum Island while also supporting the efforts 
to complete work at the wastewater and water treatment plants along with the Artichoke Dam.  Approved 
funding for the new water and sewer administration building which will relieve overcrowding at City Hall and allow 
for better operations and customer support.  Approved water and sewer rates that reflected the Commissions 
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goal of minimizing rate increases while also providing the resources and capital expenditures necessary to support 
ongoing improvements and proper operation of the water and sewer systems.  

 
Waterfront Trust Commission 

 
Mission and Responsibilities 
Established in January, 1991 to hold, manage, maintain and conserve in perpetuity the natural resources of the 
public lands entrusted to it for the residents of the Newburyport, West Newbury and Newbury in particular and 
also for the general public. For additional detail please visit the Trust website — 
http://newburyportwaterfronttrust.org/ 
 
Trustees                                          
Name                          Position          Term Expires              Committee Assignment  
Scott Sutherland           Chair                 12/1/16                               ------------  
Stephen Hines              Vice-Chair         12/31/18                            Waterfront 
Joseph Brown               Treasurer           12/1/17                              Waterfront    
Wilbur Shenk                Secretary           12/1/18                                   Parks 
George Ellison              Trustee              12/1/19                                   Parks 
 
Park Manager: Edith Heyck   
 
Accomplishments 
 
General  
• Renewed Firehouse Lease – Entered a new five year lease with the Firehouse which includes a provision 

for assisting in the maintenance of the Firehouse restrooms  
• Developed a Strategic Financial Plan – Developed a 3 year strategic financial plan  
• Planned the Upgrade and Reconfiguration Riverside Park- Finalized plans for the reconfiguration of 

Riverside Park to improve safety, traffic flow, create additional green space, place utilities underground 
and provide an additional “way to the water” 

• Renewed Parking Lease – Renewed parking lease with the city for the management and use of the 
Riverside Park parking lot 

 
Waterfront Related 
• Added an additional Tour Boat Venue –Captain Bill Taplin will operate a historic tour river cruise from 

the transportation dock beginning in the summer of 2015   
• Entered Three Fishing Boat Leases – Entered leases with 3 fishing boats to occupy the embayment area 

during the winter months 
• Installed Electric Meters – Installed separate electric service for each of the tour boats so city is now 

reimbursed for electricity used 
 
 Park Related 

 Improvements 
• Added 6 new “Memorial Plaque” benches and 2 additional trash barrels on the boardwalk, and 5 Cigarette 

receptacles were placed at entrances to park 
• Planted rhododendron garden next to dumpster area 
• Planted perennials in beds throughout the park, including two beds generously planned and installed by the 

Newburyport Horticultural Society as a donation  

http://newburyportwaterfronttrust.org/
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• Revised the Park Application and use fee schedule 

Activity  
• 20,000+ tourists enjoyed the 3 tour boat venues 
• 250 fitness classes;  
• Nine weddings; 
• Three family movie nights;  
• Riverfest with 5,000+ visitors;  
• Yankee Homecoming week of activities;  
• Several charity events 

 

   Collaborations 

NRA    (27% of the park area is owned by the NRA) 
• Joint Landscape maintenance contract 
• Joint contract removed 13 trees and trimmed many others to improve appearance 
•  Joint CPC application for funds to assist in the upgrade and reconfiguration of parking lot areas to the west of the 

park to create more green space, an additional way to the water, a “pop up park”, and improved traffic flow. 

City  
• Joint CPC application with City Parks Committee for funds to remove and replace 5 trees along Merrimac Street. 
• Provided letter of support for construction of new Harbormaster facility. 
• Assistance from city in planning the upgrade of Riverside Park parking lot. 
• DPS performed snow removal on walkways and Boardwalk, as well as provided maintenance assistance in 

numerous small projects throughout the year. 
• Dedicated a use right to further the rail trail project 
 

Financial Summary          Actual for 2015   Budget for 2016 

         Beginning Cash              $201,654                     $192,396 

Income               $102,144                     $108,560 

Expense                     $61,483                                   $76,050 

Special Projects 

     Parking lot                                   $20,665                                           $82,835 

     New Park Benches                   $10,750 

     Tree Thinning                                 $8,000 

     New Planting                                  $6,035                                                $5,000 

     Irrigation upgrades                            $3,760                                  $13,000 

     Misc. upgrades                                  $2,688                                                $3,100 

     Landscape Improvements                                             $17,000 

     Iron Fence Repair                                                                                            $3,500 

            Ending Cash                                    $192,396                                          $100,471 
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Zoning Board of Appeals 

 

Members  
Edward L. Ramsdell - Chair   James Pennington  
Robert Ciampitti, Jr. - Vice Chair   Richard Goulet  
Duncan LaBay  - Secretary/Clerk   Libby McGee 
Renee L Bourdeau - Appointed April 2015 
Howard Snyder - Resigned December 2014 
 

Mission 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) was established to hear and decide appeals and petitions, providing relief 
where appropriate, from literal application of the black letter law of the City’s Zoning Ordinance.  The ZBA 
constantly deals with an ongoing tension between the property rights of the applicant and the interests of 
neighboring property owners and its city as a whole. Members of the ZBA have to have a clear comprehension of 
the reasonable limitations on the ZBA’s broad authority under the Ordinance while understanding the equity 
component of the ZBA’s role. 
 
Responsibilities 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals has the following responsibilities and obligations under the Zoning Ordinance. 
• To provide excellent service to the public and hearing participants 
• To completes hearing process in a timely manner.  
• To hear and decide appeals. 
• To hear and decide applications for all special permits referred to in the ordinance except as otherwise 

provided in the ordinance. 
• To authorize upon appeal, or upon petition in cases where a particular use is sought for which no permit 

is required with respect to a particular parcel of land or to an existing building thereon a variance from 
the terms of this ordinance. 

• To hear applications for Comprehensive Permits pursuant to MGL Chapter 40B. 
 
In exercising the powers above, the Zoning Board of Appeals may impose limitations both of time and use, and a 
continuation of the use permitted may be conditioned upon compliance with regulations to be made and amended 
from time to time thereafter.  In exercising these powers, the Zoning Board of Appeals may, in conformity with 
the provisions of the zoning ordinance and the zoning act revise or affirm in whole or in part, or may modify, any 
order or decision, and may make such order or decision as ought to be made, and to that end shall have all the 
powers of the officer from whom the appeal is taken and may issue or direct the issue of a permit. 
The Zoning Board of Appeals shall adopt rules, pursuant to the zoning act and not inconsistent with the provisions 
of the ordinance of the city, for conducting its business and otherwise carrying out the purposes of the zoning 
ordinance. 
 
Analysis of Activity During FY-2015 
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During FY-2015 the ZBA conducted 18 meetings at which hearings were conducted.  One additional meeting was 
held to meet with the City’s zoning consultant from Community Opportunities Group. 
 

 
Type of Decision -    Total Approved   Denied     Withdrawal  

    Appeal             3            1  2 

    DECOD Special Permit                                        1                     1 

    Dimensional Variance         21          20   1 

    Sign Variance          4           4 

    Special Permit          15           12  3 

    Special Permit For Non-Conformities       30           28 1 1 

    Use Variance           2            2  

TOTAL -      76            68 3 5 

 
• In addition to the above activity there were five open applications  

(1 Dimensional Variance, 3 Special Permits and 1 Special Permit For Non-conformities) at the end of FY-2015. 
 
• In the total of 76 decisions there were 25 applications that required continuing over two or more meetings.  This 

usually as a result of the applicant wishing to reconsider or adjust some portion of the application after discussion 
with the Board and public comment plus some instances of missing or insufficient information discovered during 
the hearing process. 

 
During FY-2015 there were three appeals of ZBA decisions active in the courts.  In September 2014 the Mass. Appeals 
Court upheld a 2011 ruling by the Land Court that supported a ZBA grant of relief.  Two appeals of decisions were 
initiated in FY-2015: one contesting a grant of relief by the ZBA and one contesting the ZBA’s denial of an appeal against a 
decision of the Planning Director; both were still open at the end of FY-2015. 
 
During FY-2015 three ZBA members attended training courses sponsored by the Merrimack Valley Planning Commission 
that included legal matters pertaining to permitting, cooperation and coordination between municipality departments, the 
permit seeker and the boards, and the duties of the boards and various municipal officers. 
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