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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe irnportant architectural features and

evaluate in terrns of other buildings within conrnunity)

The Nathaniel Tracy house j-s one of the most signif icant buildings

in Newbut'poi i .  rhe building is Georgian in style as is indicated by

i ts Baroque proport ions.-  1n6 aent i f  lornice and brotnstone l intels

are notable architecturaf i"u-tor"". The double hipped roof'  while

relatively rare in other towns, is not r:nusual in Newburyport '  The

addi t ion at  the rear of  the bur ld ing was bui l t  in 1882'  Tire entrance

doorway has also been 
"f i . i"a 

t i+ ihe a' idi* ' ion of tne Ionic enlrance

porch, as have the windows which have been replaced. wit 'h sash with a

larger size--oi window r:-g[t" lhan woura-h".r" :- ir  trre building originally'
(cont.  )

i.ilSToRICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in locaI or state history

and how the building relates to the developrnent of the conrnunity)

Historical ly'  the Nathaniel Traclz House is one of t ire most important

buildings in Newburyport l* ' i l ; ;= Uuii t  by -Patrick -Tracy 
f or his son

Nathaniel in 17?1. The Tracy family ru." 6t lr ish descent and v'ras heavily

involved in--Ne*ouryport 's tr ide with the west Indies.

NathanielTracyisprominent inNewburypo{! |shistory.Heowned
a f ieer of r10 ships i"" i ; ; i lg;""y--t-rr i i  r" i".  f ir ted out lnd commissioned

as privateeii  during the Revoiutionary War' Nathaniel married the

daughterofColonelJeremiahLee'oneofMiarblehead'smcstprominent
cit izens. Tracy served as a representative to the lulassachusetts state

Constitut ional Convention in L7ig. He also vras among those who petit ioned

for the incorporation of the American aciaemy of Art i  and Scienees in

L77g. This organization t"" 
"=t"bl ished 

to iromote scientif ic and

philosopnicai- investigations. It  was only t-he second such organization

on this cont inent.  Tracy helped to organLze St ' -g?h" 's Lodge and served

as selectman in the Town-of Nlwbntypoii  between 1780 and 1782' Benedict

Arnold dined rvith wathaniei i i" .v i i t  r t i= home on september L7, 17?5"

The Tracy fortu.ne was devastated by the Revolutionary i/lar anc thre

house was taken over fy Jonathan Jackso-n, Tracy's brother-in-law and

business partner. ;acf 'sc,nl-aG senioi-fartner in the importing f irm of

Jackson, Tracy,  and t tu" i ' l ' * i i -a mernber of  the commit tee of  safety '

corresporrae*cl and irr"p"i i i""- i" i i lA' and L775 arrd was eiected to the

Gerieral  Court  Ln L776 and L777 '  In May'  L7??'-h ' i  y?= chosen-1=-?

oelegate to tn* Ccntintental Congress-in phifadelphia' He vras elected

to the Ma.ssachusetts s"" t i " - fot  i f r "  1789 session and in t?90'  was

appointeconeofthecommlssionerstotakethecensusfortheUnitedStates
Governmeni.
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ARCI{ITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: (CONTTNUED)

The interior has been extensively altered but the directorfs room of
the l ibrary retains several elegant interior detai ls, includj-ng the
original- f ireplace mantel.

In 1863 the house was remodeled to house the Newburyport. Public
Library. The aiterations were completed in 1865 according to the
designs of noted Boston architect, Arthur Gilman, a native of
Newburyport.

HISTORICAT STGNTFICANCE (CONTINUED)

He l ived in Boston for several years before he died in 1810. While
Jackson l ived i-n the Tracy house, he eirtertained some of our contryrs
most i l lustr ious c i t j -zens. On August 16, 1788, John Hancock, then
Governor of l . lassachusetts, was the guest of Jonathan Jackson. On
October 30'  L789, President George Washington vis i ted Newburyport  and
was provided with an apartment in the Tracy house where he visited with
John Quincy Adams, then studying law in Newburyport.

Between I791 and LT96r.Newburyport 's  eccentr ic and sel f -sty led
"Lord Timr: thy Dexter"  t ived in the Tracy house..  Short ly,  thereafter,
James Prince purchased the house. Prince, also a merchant, was one
of Newburyport 's early selestman andr a't  one t ime, col- lector of the
port .  He fel I  into hard t imes and was forced to rent the house in 1807.
At that t ime, IUr. Jarnes Coburn opened the house to travellers as the
Sun Hotei-. He operated his business here unti l  1810 when he moved to a
dwell ing closer to the Newburyport Turnpike.

By L824'  Iqr .  James Pr ince was again in residence in the Tracy House.
On Augtust 24Lh of that year, General Marquis de LaFayette was escorted
to the house by parade where he dined with invited guests before spending
the night.

In 1851' Moses Colman who had a l ivery stable on Temple Street
l ived in the Tracy House.

In 1863' the building was purchased by the Newburyport Public Library
at a cost  of  $6,000.00 raised pr imari ly through subscr ipt ion.  The
remodeling was d.irected by the noted Boston architect, Arthur Gilman, who
was a native of Newburyport. The construction superintendent was Albert
Currier '  one t ime mayor of the City. The cost of the alterations was
$10'314.96 and no fees were charged by ei ther Gi lman or Curr ier .  fn
September 1965, the building was conveyed to the city and it  was opened
to the publ ic on January I ,  1866. The Newburyport  Publ ic Library is one
of the oldest public l ibraries in the Commonwealth of l lassachusetts.

(cont)  .
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HTSTORICAL STGNIFTCANCE (CONTTNUED) PAGE 3

In 188L, realizing the need for addi.tlonal space in the library,
Michael I{.  Sirnpson of Boston and others contrj-buted $221000.00 for
the construction of a reading room. The Sfunpson annex was completed
and dedicated Apri l  28, 1882.
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