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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe irnportant architectural features and
evaluate in terrns of other bui ldings within cormrunity)

This is an unusual house i-n that.  i t  has elements of both the
Georgian and Federal  styles. I t  was probably bui l t  around the turn
of the nineteenLh century. The gambrel roof,  though general ly
considered a Georgian form, persists in Newburyportrs domest ic
archi tecture unt i l  about 1810. Other features of  th is house are
clear ly Federal  in inspirat ion.  These include the splayed window
lintels and the steppe-d splayed l intel  over the door-.  btre arched
window on the West side of the house is a feature that would be seen
in ei- ther a Georqian or Federal  home.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in loca1 or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the corununity)

The or igianl  owner and bui lder of this house is unknown. I t  was
l ived in Mrs.  John N. Cushing in 185I.  She also owned the property
in lB72 but there is no indicat ion that she l ived there at  that  t ime.

John Cushing, owner of  the Cushing House, at  98 High Street was
an i l l -ustr ious c i t izen of  Newburyport .  He was the father of  Ca1eb
Cushing noted lawyer,  pol i t ic ian,  and statesman. He owned interest  in
nunerous vessels including the Br ig Pocahontas,  wrecked on Plum Is land
in 1839. He served as selectrnan in 1835 and r^r-as one of  the founders of
the Merchant 's Insurance Cornpany and the Merchants Nat ional Bank, both
organizat ions in Newburyport .

Apparent ly th is house belonged to Cushing's wi fe.  Whether i t  was
a guest house or investment property,  or whether i t  was her ful l - t ime
residence is not known.

The house stayed in the Cushing fami ly unt i l  1961. The last
Cushi-nq descendent to l ive in the house was El len S. Todd.
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