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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This house is a fine example of the Federal style. The three
story form with hipped roof and decreasing window size in the upper
stories is typically Federal. The cornice, cornerboards, and window
lintels are simple, yet characteristic of the period. The pedimented
entrance portico, supported by Doric columns, is probably original to
the house and is a noteworthy feature. The Federal style was very
popular at the turn of the nineteenth century and is seen in all of
Newburyport's neighborhoods. .

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

This house was probably built by one of Newburyport's merchants
or mariners at the turn of the nineteenth century. The earliest owners
of the house have yet to be documented. The South End was first settled
as a maritime community. By the middle of the nineteenth century this
area provided housing for the people working in adjacent industrial
complexes.

In 1851 Nicholas R. Brown was the owner of this house. Brown was
listed as an operative in the city directory of that year. Brown was
probably employed in one of the nearby textile mills.

Between 1872 and 1884 the house was owned by a Mrs. Alter. Today
the house is a multiple family dwelling.
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