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BUTLDING FORM (9-l I Liberry Street)

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of the building in lerms of other buildings within the

community.

The building at 9-l l Liberfy Street is a three-story brick block capped by a gable roof and separated from the building to the

west by u guUt"d firewall. Additional brick chimneys rise from the front slope and the northeast corner. As visible from the

varying brick, the first floor was totally reconstructed c.1970. The storefront to the west (#9) has been recessed behind the

front wall which is punctuated by an arched opening flanked b1'two rectangular openings. The other storefront (#11) has an

arched, fanlit entrance flanked by tu,o 3 x 3 display u.indows with an entrance upstairs at the right.

The upstairs windows consist of modern 6/6 wooden windows grouped horizontally in two groups of three. The windows

have q,ooden sills and splayed sandstone lintels. The third floor w'indou's are slightly smaller. The east gable end is ivy-

covered and without openings. Adjacent to the building is a patio enclosed by wooden walls.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
Describe the history of the buitding. Explain its associstions with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building and

the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community.

Liberty Street was laid out in 1769 from Federal Street to Centre Street. In 1832 it rvas extended to Market Square and the

present building at 9-l I Liberty Street was probably constructed at about that time.

The first Newburyport directory was printed in 1849 and lists Ebenezer S. Srveetser as operating a carpet and dry goods store

at I I Liberty Street. He was succeeded by Benaiah G. Gerrish in the 1880s. The directory indicates that Gerrish's business

was established in 1830 and it is possible that this date actually refers to the origin of Sweetser's business. A paint and

wallpaper store initially operated by George Morrill occupied the space from c.1930 until the 1960s. The business was sold

by Beaulieu and Linsky to Joe Miller in 1956. ln 1967 George F. Morrill, lnc. moved to Salisbury as the building was

scheduled to be demolished as part of Urban Renerval.

The storefront at #9 Liberfy Street u'as occupied in 1849 by Chesley and Merrill who sold butter and cheese. A produce

store was later located here, run briefly b,v Nlmphas Stacy (c. 1860). The space was used by a harnessmaker in the I 880s

and was later used as a garage in the early 20th century but rvas vacant from the 1930s to 1950s and was later used for

storage before the building x'as rehabbed in the 1970s.
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