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BUILDING FORM (82 State Street)

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of the building in terms of other buildings within the
community. '

This single-story infill commercial building was apparently constructed about 1928 as the First National Store. Centered on
the narrow facade is a ¢.1970 “Colonial” entrance capped by a broken pediment. To each side is a display window consisting
of three vertical panes of glass on the front face and one on the inside, flanking the entrance. The display windows rest on a
concrete bulkhead and are capped by wooden panels outlined by raised moldings. The building is outlined by narrow brick
piers. The brickwork above the display windows is laid in a common bond with diagonal pieces flanking the central
signboard and a soldier brick outline. A concrete cap is located at the top of the facade.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
Describe the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building and
the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community.

The present brick building appears to replace an earlier single-story, combination brick and wood-frame building. Directories
suggest that the building was constructed about 1928. The 1929 directory indicates that this was one of seven First National
stores in the city at that time. The others were located at 30 Market Square, 43 Pleasant Street, 83 Prospect Street, 17 1/2
Purchase St. and 18 State Street.

In 1940 the First National Stores were consolidated in a new self service market at 83 State Street, at the corner of Prospect
Street. At the same time the A & P store moved into what is now 84 State Street. The building at 83 State Street was
subsequently occupied by Sears Roebuck from the 1940s into the 1960s and later by an antiques store. Today, the Screening
Room is located here.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/dr REFERENCES
[

Newburyport Directories. various dates.
Sanborn insurance maps, 1924, 1946,

Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attached a completed
National Register Criteria Statement form.



