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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

Architecturally this two story building with hipped roof is of
interest because it has features of several nineteenth century Italianate
styles. The overall design seems to be derived from the Renaissance
Revival in the Romano Tuscan Mode. Features of this style include the
massive bracketed cornice, the rusticated quoins and wall surface, and the

trabeated windows. The bowed
front is unusual as is the cupola, seen more frequently in the Italian Villa
style, also popular during this period. The entrance porch is Italianate
in style. The doorway, however has been replaced by a twentieth century
doorway inspired by the Federal style.
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the community)

This house was built between 1853 and 1871 by Robert Couch, the owner
in the latter year. Couch purchased the land from Albert Currier in
1863. Couch was prominent in the City of Newburyport. He served as mavor
in 1870 and 1881. He also served as a representative to the General Court
in 1872.

Couch owned other property in Newburyport including the house at
_~Market Str-et. He contributed to the fund for the rehabilitation of
the Public Library and to many other local charities.

The house remained in the Couch family until it was sold to
Anne McDonald in 1912.
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