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Original owner R.obert Couch

DESCRIPTION:

[''lr f o c -  18 60--

Source L872 Plan of  NewburYPort

Style Renaissance Revival

Archi tect Unknown

Exter ior  wa11 fabr ic r@

Outbuildings Garaqe .-

Major al terat ions (wi th dates) f ront--

doorway has been al tered ( twent ieth

century)
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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe inrportant architectural featot", *a
evaluate in terrns of other buildings within conrnunity)

Archi tectural l lz  th is two story bui ld ing wi th hipped roof is of
interest  because i t  has features of  several  n ineteenl i r  century r ta l ianate
sty les.  The overal l  design seems to be der ived from the Renaissance
F-evival  in the Romano Tuscan Mode. Features of  th is sty le include the
massive bracketed cornice,  the rust icated quoins and wal l  surface, and the

trabeated windows. The bowed
front is unusual  as is the cupola,  seen more freguent ly in the r ta l ian v i lLa
gtyle,_also popular dur ing th is per iod,  The ent iance porch is I ta l ianate
in style. The doorway, however has been replaced bv a twentieth 6'on#rrrtz
doorway insnired by t ie Federal  styfg 

vurruulr

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICA}ICE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the developnent of the conuunity)

This house was bui l t  between 1853 and 1871 b] ,  Robert  Couch, the owner
in the lat ter  year.  Couch purchased the land froi i  Albert  Curr ier  in
1863'  Couch was prominent j -n the Ci ty of  Newburyport .  He served as malzor
in 1870 and 1881. He also served as ;  representat ive to the General  Court
in L872.

Couch owned other prog:erty in Newburlrport including the house ar
=--.- i4arket Str-et. He contributed to the funcl for the refranit i tat ion of
the Publ ic Library and to many other local  char i t ies.

The house remained in the Couch fami lv rrnr i t  i r  was sold to
Anne McDonald in 1912.
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