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Newbu

s 61 Hiqh Street

r ic Nane Gerr ish-Hi l l  House

Original Residence

Present Residence

rship: El Private individual
Frivate organizacion

Pub 1ic

Original owner

IPTTON:

17 99

John O'Br ien

Source Hale, "Old Newburyport Houses"

Style Federal

Architect Unknown

Exter ior wa11 fabric Claoboards

Outbuildings

Major al terat ions (with dates) doorwav

al tered (c.  1850),  addi t ions at

rear, (dates unknown)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 1.30 acres

Sett ins on Newburyport 's  main

thorouqhfare noted for i ts excel lenl

examples of domest i

dat ing from the Colonial  per iod through

the ear ly 20th century.

locatlon' t it ' 'rerocruri uu': i.Jo.'oi

cross streets and other buildings Date
or geoglaphical features.
Indicate north.
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Development

Date 8-4-80

(Staple addit ional sheets here)



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICAIiCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within connunity)

This house is a simple example of the Federal style which
prol i ferated in Newburyport during the period of the city's greatest
prosperity at the turn of the nineteenth century. The few detai ls of
the building are simple yet characterist ic of the Federal style. The
cornice and window caps are two such features. The three story
symmetrical form with hipped roof is also characterist ic of the Federal
style and quite common in Newburyport. The entrance proch, supported by
Greek Doric columns with wide fascia in the entablature above, dates from
the Greek Revival period. This is also true of the doorway itself,  f lanked
by sidelights and Doric pi lasters with large oblong l ight above the door.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE [explain the role owners played in ].ocaI or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the connunity)

The parcel of land on which this house is buil t  was purchased from
Richard Pike by John O'Br ien.  He bui l t  the house short ly thereafter.
O'Brien was a shipowner and merchant. He was the owner of the vessel
Hibernia bui l t  in Newburyport  in 1783.

The house at  61 High Street was owned brref l ) ,  by Jacob Gerr ish,
mariner.  O'Br ien bought t 'he house backrhowever,  and i t  was again sold

*.-_-." .  to Gerr ish in 1820. Gerr ish owned the prcperty unt i l  1846 when he sold
i t  to Nathaniel  Hi l l ,  a lawyer and president of  the Merchant 's Nat ional
Bank. The property was owned by John Hit ls,  son of  Nathaniel ,  in 1884.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIF]CANCE (CONTINUED)

entablature and balustrade seen in the
surrounded by a wooden fence of unusual

house's facade. The house
and original design.

as

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

In. l-B?2 Wil l iam Cushing, a merchant,, was -rhe owner of this
house. He was invoLved European and East India trade. He was also
mayor of  the c i ty in 1856, 1857, and 1858. He was president of  the
fiist and Ocean Bank and nepresentative to the General Court in L872.
He l ived in this home between 1866 and 1875. After Cushing's death
the property was conveyed to Solomon Bachman of New York City.
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