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Style Georqian vernacular

Architect Unknown

Exterior wa11 fabric Clarrboards

0utbuil.dings Shed

Major al terat ions (with dates)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 2,013 sg. f t .

Recordedby Mary_t@ Sett ing in resident ia l  area of

Organization Off ice of Cqm4qnag_
reopment

Date lA-27-80

predominantly eighteenth century

Draw nap showing Propertyrs
location in relation to nearest
eross stteets and other buildings
or geogtaFhical f€atures.
Indicate north"

ship:$ Rr ivate indiv iduai
Private organization

Fublic

Original owner Unknown

DESCRIPTION:

Date Eiqhteenth Centurv

Source bui ld inq fabr ic

single fami ly dwel l ings adjacent to

the banks of the Merrimack River.

Forn no.

185
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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and

evaluate in ter:ns of other buildings within conmunity)

This house is an excellent example of the modest homes buil t  by
Joppa f isherman. This form occurs throughout th is distr ict .  Tt  is
of two and one half stories with pitched roof and a three bay facade.
The inf luence of the Georgian style is evident although the house is
of three rather than f i-ve bays which would make the facade symmetrical.
The windows with nine over six or six over six l ights are common during
the Georgian period. The architectural detai l  in the window surrounds
and doorwdY, though simple, appear to be inf luenced by the formalization
of the Georgi-an sty les.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
. and how the building relates to the developnent of the connunity)

This house was probably bui l t  by a f isherman in th is,  the ear l iest
mari t ime sett lement in Newburyport ,  I t ts ear l iest  owners have yet to
be documented but the later owners of the house, and the others on Union
Streetrare i l lustrat ive of  the changes that Newburyportrs economy
underwent during the mj-d to late nineteenth century.

In 1871, th is house was owned by Samuel Ki lborn.  Ki lborn is l is ted
in the c i ty d. i rectory of  that  year as a shoemaker.  Shoemaking'  was, by

-d the 1850's and 70's,  developing from a cottage industry into i  factory
based trad.e. I t  is quite interesting that, at this t ime, the Joppa
distr ict was the home of shoemakers. f t  is even more interesting to
note that  of  a l l  of  the occupants on Union Street dur inq the 1870 t  s
only one or two remained in the marit ime trades. Most of the residents
of th is street were l is ted as shoemakers in 1871. At th is t ime
Newburyport was shift ing from its r j-ver and ocean oriented economy to
one based on the texti le and shoemaking j-ndustries.
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