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Recorded 6, MarY Jane St irgwolt

organizat ion Off ice of Community
Development

Date 9-28-80

Pub lic

0riginal owner

RIPTION:

Unknown

Date c.1860

Source iB51 1872 Maps-.r f

Sty le Vernacular Victor i

Architect Unknown

Exter ior  wa11 fabr ic Claoboards

Outbui ldings

Major al terat ions (with dates)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 2,073 sg. f t .

Sett ing adjacent to the Market €gg

Histor ic Distr ict  and Newburyport ls

Water Street which runs along the

banks of the Merrimack Rirrer.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICAJ'ICE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terrns of other buildings within comrnunit) ')

This bui ld ing is vernacular in sty le exhibi t ing features of
several  mid-nineteenth century sty les.  The bui ld ing's two story
form with pi t 'ched roof is reminiscent of  the Greek Revi-val  sty le.
The front entrance is f lanked with pi last .ers and or ig inal j -y.had
both s idel ights and a large oblong l ight  above. These are also features
of the Greek Revival styls. The brackets under the eaves are inspired
bv the i ta" l  ianate stv les popular dur inq th is per iod.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in loca1 or state history
and how the building relates to the developrrent of the corununity)

This bui ld ing was bui l t  between 1851 and L872, probably by
wit l iam Porter.  Porter is l - is ted as a teamster in the c. ty directory
publ ished Ln 7872.

In 1860 Wil i iam Porter maCe arrangements to spr inkle several  streets
in the cit lr  center with water during the sunmer months, He collected a
smaLi sum weekly f rom the people whose houses or businesses he passed.
Mr.  Porter cont inued this service unt i l  h is death in 1885.

Porter purci:ased several
and buil t  th; adjaceni houses
on specu'l  at ion.

Toda.y this house remains,
resl_aence.

lots on Center Street during this peri-od
on the odd side of the street, apparentiy

as i - t  was or ig inal ly,  a s ingle fami ly
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