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Newburyport

--ess 59 High Street

,ioric Name Jacob 9914:! Ho"se

f or:.gin"1 Residence

present Residence

rship : I.Tl Private individual
Private organizat ion

Publ ic

Ori.ginal owner Jacob Gerr ish

f{;t .,. tntnrloN:

Date 1839

SourceEssex Co. Regr istry of  Deeds

Style Greek Revival

Architect Unknown

Exter ior wal1 fabr ic ClaPboards

Outbuildings Coach liouse

Major alterations (wi-th dates) <roorway-

al tered and entrance Porch added,

addit ions at rear (dates unknown)

L
'Dt
*tel

$lr l
L

L
$g

l6
IJ

t$
l8
t \ ,

- l *

nffi-
.^\ l_l\:,y4

Q@q nn Moved Date

Approx. acreage 1.03 acres

Recorded by MaIy Jane Stj-rqwolt
qcrr ino on NewburYPort ts main

9-

Organization off ice of  Communitv
thoroughfare noted for i ts excellent

Development examples of domest ic archi tecture

dating from the Colonial period through
the ear ly 20th centurY.

(Staple addit ional sheets here)
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe irnportant architecrural features and
evaluate in ierms of other bui ldings within conununityJ

rt  appears that  th is house was bui l t  around part  of  an ear l ier
house that had been moved. onto the s i te pr ior  to is:g.  rn that  vear
the owner Jacob Gerr ish made an agreement with house joiners ;oei  Adams
and Phi l ip K. Richardson to bui ld two rooms and an entry way on the
l-ower f loor to be added to the front of  the old house. The house hasrha nrnnnr+lsns and detai l  of  a farmhouse bui l t  at  mid-nineteenth
^an'r-rrr t r  r t  is  vernacular in sty le wi th cornice and cornerboards ofve.resr j .  r

a l ighter propcrt ion more typical  of  the ear l ier  Federal  per iod.  The
^^e! i  ^^ 

. :  
-Portr . l -co rs heavier in proport ion and could be a later lqt-h r-oni-rrrrz addi t ion.

The d.oorway J_tsel f  has also been al tered

HISToRICAL STGNTFICANCE [explain the role owners played in 10ca1 0r state historv
and how the bui lding relates to the development of the connrmity)

This house was buj- l t  by Jacob Gerr ish.  The Gerr ish fanr i ly  came
to_Newburyport  in the late 17th century.  Jacob Gerr ish was a i rar iner
and, as so many of those who bui l t  their  homes on High he made his l iv ing
from the sea'  He was part  owner of  Schooner Crocodi ie.  Jacob Gerr ish: Iqn €nrrnhr under Col .  Samuel Gerr ish of  Newbury in the Batt le of  Bunker!vsYrru

Hil l  and in the war of  LBL?. rn 1843 Jacob cer i ish d. ied reaving-t i r : -s
house to his son Jcseph G. Gerr ish.  Joseph was a lawyer and was very
act ive in the Ci ty of  Newburyport .  rn 1861 and 1862 he was an alderman
from ward rr .  He was al-so an-alderman in LB67 and rBGg.

. .Joseph Gerr ish l ived in th is house unt i l  the end cf  the 19th cenEury.
At his death he lef t  the house to his daughter Jane S. Gerr ish.  In l9I0
she wil led the property to the_Newburypori society for the Relief of Agedwomen. This organization owned the pioperty for iwelve years as was
st ipulated by the Gerr ish wi l l .  I t  was sotr l  inro nr. i .ysfg lands tn- igZZ.
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