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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This building is an interesting early twentieth century commercial
building. The structure is primarily of brick but the facade has
wooden elements and panels and cornice of architectural pressed metal.
Although the design of this building lacks sophistication it does have
some interesting early twentieth century features.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

This brick building was constructed at the turn of the twentieth
century and is an integral part of Newburyport's commercial district.
The original owner of the building is unknown but it may have been
Edward Osgood.

Edward Osgood was a Newburyport businessman. In 1912 his wife,
Jennie, sold 55-57 Pleasant Street to Laurette Chase, wife of William
Chase, another prominent downtown merchant.

Since its construction this building has been occupied by a mixture
of commercial uses. Today it houses a clothing store, an electric
company and several offices.
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