
.  , . :5- '=
'e- fE



FORM B - BUILDING

],IASSACHUSETTS
l9.t  i iashingtcn

HISTORICAL COT1I4]SSION
St:-pet . lostrn.  ! t {  0:1C8vervvv,  rvsvY^-,

Area I  Forn no.

Bl82

Newburvport

53 lvarren Street

c l iane Ocean Steam Mi l ls

.  Tnr l r re+r igf
' :  ?t  n2 I  l r rsss e- J

r*- : . .  ^+- iaI
, .eSgnt 

I i IuuD L! ,

Publ lc

: :ginal  o1{nero<:ean Steam Mi l ls

PTICN:

5+: -  LYZV

SourceMerr i l l ,  "North End Papers"

Mi11

Archi tectCol .  Fred Coff in and others

Exter ior  wal1 fabr ic Br ick

N

\

l-

{v
n

tj
q{

3

cross s;ree:s

-at  
?- !?c<or geog:a-Dn:.ca-

Indicate north.
L.b
v
F

\n

E
fr
X

Recorded by Mary Jane St irqwolt

Organizat ion Off ice of  Communitv

HuhJROe sTpe4
Outbui ld ings This complex consists of
n.r-ne burlor-n(Is severa-L oI wnLcn survl-ve
from the or i i inal  n i l1.

Major al terat ions (wi th datesl  Mi l l

expanded (1867) Mi11 No. 2 bui l t  (1880)

Bui ld ing wo. 4 bui l t  (1890),  eui ld inE

No.5 and No.2 bui l t  (20!h century)
Moved Date

Approx. acreage I  4B,2q,0 sg f r

Sett ino in Newburyport 's  North End

surrounded by resident ial  neighborhoodi

vrhich began developing during the

nineteenth century.

Ff

U

q

:ur1

Development
Date 8-4-80

(Staple addit i .onal sheets here)



ARCHITECTUML SIGNIF1CANCE fdescribe iinportant architectural features and

evaluate in terns of other buildings within counnunity)

Thi-s industr ial  complex was constructed between 1845 and 1920. The
or ig inal  mi l l  bui ld ing was replaced in 1920. The Ocean Steam Mi l I  was a
br ick four story factory bui l t  in 1845. In 1867 the complex was enlarged,
probably through the addit ion of adjacent structures. Several  of  the
bui ldings j -n existance today clate f  rorn the f  i rst  decades of the mi l l 's
operat ion.  These are Bui ld ings 6,7,  and 8.  Bui ld ing 6 is two stor ies
high and bui l t  of  br ick with sguare granite l intels over the winclows.
There are br ick arches over several  of  the doors.  The roof of  th is
structure has been al tered. The bui ld ing measures 87 feet b1'  7I  feet .

(cont)

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE [explain the role owners played in local or state history

and how the building reJ,ates tc the developrnent of the corununity)

The Ocean Steam Mil ls were incorporated by the Massachusetts
legis lature in March 1845 by Benjamin Saunders,  Wi l l iam Balch and
Edward S. Lesley.  The purpose was the manufacture of  cot ton c loth.
The company purchased a parcel of  land on the corner of Kent and Munroe
Streets extending to Carter Street.

In that year the company started construct ion of a four story br ick
mil l  bui lding between Kent and Warren Street.  The mil l  was bui l t  by
Albert  Curr ier ,  a local  contractor,  to the designs of  Col .  Fred Coff in.
The bui lding was compieted the next year and the manufacture of cotton
sheet ing and cal ico c loth was begun. The looms were bui l t  by Lesl ie.  In
i"B6? the factor l '  was enlarged and new machinery adoei .

About 1871 the property was sold and a new company, the Ocean Mil ls,
cont inued the operat ion unt i l  1878. At that t i rne the property again
changed hands and a third company, the Ocean l t i l ls Company was formed.
In 1880 the seeond large mi l l  was bui l t  (Bui ld ing No. '  1)  This extended
the j-ndustr ial  comnlex to the upper:  s ide of Ocean Street.

J-n i8B6 SeLn l 'h i l - ikerr c i  ider* Yori-  purchaseC t i ie mi l ls anci  lhe- name
was changed to the Whitef ielc i  Mi l ls.  Prospericy cont inued to elude the
company however,  and in 1889 the machinery was sold to a Southern
manufacturer and other interests moved into the bui ldi-nqs.

(cont.  )
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ARCHfTECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

Buildings 7 and. I are one story brick structures with granite
foundations ind tr im. The window l intels are square and the windows
themselves have single hung wood sash. The buildings have a gable roof
with classical ly inipired brick cornice but l i t t1e other architectural
detai l .

Bui ld ' ing No'  1 is a + 'hree story br ick factor l 'wi th t imber f rame
l:uj- l - t  in l -880" I t  measures 98 f t ,  by ?34 f i "  Thrs rui ld i -ng has iarge
winciows wi i 'h grani te s i t is  anci  br ick arched i inteis.  The roof is
relat ively f lat  which is typical  of  later mi l l  bui ld ings.  Bui ld ing 3,
the boilei house is buil t  onto this structure and was probably buil t
s.hort ly therafter.

The other buildings in the complex include a large two story
industr ia l  bui ld ing bui l t  in 1920 (Bui ld ing 2),  This structure has a
first f loor of concrete block with a second story of wood frame covered
with asbestos shingle.  Bui ld ing 2 rneasures 103 f t .  by 275 f t .  and has
a shal low gable roof.

Bui ld ing 4 was bui l t  in 1890. Several  other bui ld. ings have been
added to thj-s complex in the twentieth century. Building 5, a one story
brick building, was buil t  in 1915. Build. ing 9 is a two story wood frame
structure covered with asbestos shingles and steel sash windows. Two
aluminum si los have recently been added to the complex.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

The oldes.- mi11 was occupied by Burley, stevens and co..,
manufacturers of boats and shoes. The 1880 mil1 was leased and
occupied by the Bay State Cordage Co. This factory was later taken
over by the shoe manufacturer.

Numerous companies have occupied the Ocean Mil1s complex. Today
the buildings are owned by Bixby Box Toe Company and are st i l1 industri-al
structures.
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