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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe irnportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within conununity)

This house is one of  the ear l ier  homes on High Street.  The
interior of the house has been renovated on several occasions and
today the home has the appearance of many 18th century homes. The
simple cornice and window surounds are classical ly inspired. The
windows are double hung and have twelve l ights. The present, doorway
and entrance porch is pedimented with Doric columns. This feature was
added in the twentieth century replacing a door that had been Victorianized.

HISTSRICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in Iocal or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the connrmity)

Al though this house is of ten referred to as the Daniel  Hale
house, there is no evidence that j-t  was owned by a Daniel Hale.
According to historic John J. Currier there were two houses on the
Southwesterly side of High Street j-n 1700. One was owned by John
Weed, the other by Benjamin Coker.  The house at  53 High Street is
located on the lot of land owned by John Weed. Weed purchased the
land with house and barn thereon in 1695. Whether this house was

.-/ standinq at the t ime of that transaction is uncertain.

John Weed was one of the men from Newbury equipped. in 1705
to wage a winter campaign against the Ind.ian enemy in the French and
Indian War. At the t ime of John Weed's death the house was conveyed
to his wi fe Sarah. She died in 1768 and lef t  the house to the executor
of  her estate Ezra HaIe,  in t rust ,  to hold dur ing his l i fep and then to
Rev. John Tucker,  or  to his successor in the ministry in the First
Par ish of  Newbury,  for  the use of  a school  for  the poor chi ldren of
the par ish.

Iyr 1879 the house r.ras sold t-c Ecrnund i(night-. Bi ' this t ime it :
appears that the house hac been Crvioed and was being soid in port ions
of f ront  and rear lean-to.  In 1795 Knight sold his port ion to Richard
Pike, In 1799 the main house was sold to Phi l ip Coombs. The Coombs
family were merchants and shipbuilders. In 1803 Coombs acquired the
rear port ion of  the house from Abigai l  Al len.  In l -821 the ent i re
nrnnarly 1r4s sold to Capt. Micajah Lunt a very wealthy shipowner and
merchant. Lunt owned the property unti l  1836 at which t ime it  was
sold to David P. Page. Page was pr incipal  of  the Engl ish High School .
Subseguent 19th ceqt!:.ry owners of the house were the Page heirs and
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