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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (r iescr ibe i rnpcrtant archi tectural  features and
evaluate in terrns of other bui ldi-ngs r ' " i -uhin corrmunity)

This house is an excel1ent example of  the two and a hal f  story
n:mhrol  roofed dwel l - ing bui l - t  in Newburyportrs South End dur ing the
second half  of  the eighteenth century. The house has the syf i inetr ical
f ive bay facade character ist ic of  the Georgian pe:: ' iod. .  The double hung
window sash with nine over s ix or s ix over s ix l j .ghts are typical l 'y
Geornian as is the - f ron*,  entrance. The door is f lanked bv Dor ic pi lasters
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and is surmounted bLr a cfassical ly inspired entabiature.  The iarge
central  chimnel '  might inCica-,e a mid rather than late eigrhteenth century
construct ion date.

HISTORICAL SiGNIFICANCE (expi,ain the role owners played in loca1 or state history
and hou the bui lding relates to the developrrent of the conununity)

Though bui l t  dur ing ' "he eighteenth century when Nei^rburyport 's
South End developed as a mari t ime cornmunitv,  the earl iest documented owner
of th is house is that  noted on the 1851 Pl-an of  Newburyport .

In 1851, the house now 48-50 Mi lk Street.  was owned and occul : ied
by George Armitage. Arni tage was a shoe dealer at  147 l {ater Street.  A
relat j -ve also named George Armitage was also in residence. I ie was a

" seaman. Tnis combinat ion i -s very interest ing,  as i t .  was dur inE this
nerio, f  that Newburypcr+-ts economy was changinE. Tire most :-mportant factor
in the economy was unt i l  th is t ime, mari i ime and nercant i le interests.
Befween 1850 and 1880 the text i le in iustry and that of  the manufacture of
shoes became very important.  Occupat ions of those l iv ing in the South
Hnd. sr.r i tched in iart-  f rom those aslociated with f  ishing ind, t rading to
those in industrv.

In 1872 Georgie Armitage was st j - l l  the owner of  th is house. At that
t i -me he was l isted as a shoemaker workinq at 24 Charter Street.
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