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Approx. acreage 3,700 sa, ft,
Recorded by Mary Jane Stirgwolt Setting in residential area of
Organization Office of Community eighteenth and nineteenth century
Development
Date 11-28-80 building adjacent to the High Street

historic district.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This house is vernacular in style with features of the Greek
Revival and other mid-nineteenth century styles. The original owner
of the house was a mason and it appears that he used it as a showpiece.
The front entrance and window openings are simple. The doorway is
trabeated and the door is recessed and is flanked with sidelights.
There is also an oblong light above the door. The house is two stories
in height with a steeply pitched roof. The brick dentil cornice is worthy

of note, as is the slightly projecting brick fascia above the second story

windows. {conts )

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

This house was built prior to 1851 probably by Silas Dodge who owned
the property at that time. Dodge was a mason. Also in residence in the
ouse was Rufus Dodge, probably the son of Silas and also a mason. The
Dodge family owned the house for several decades.

Prior to 1884 Robert Couch acquired this house. Couch was a
prominent politician in Newburyport, serving as mayor of the city in 1870
.ad 188l. He also served as a representative to the General Court of the

T Commonwealth in 1872. Couch supported local charities, contributing to
the fund to rehabilitate the Tracy House for the public library. At his
death he ieft the house to several charities. Ownership was consolidated
once again when the property was sold to Morris Checkoway in 1925.
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