
FORIil B - BUILD1NG

MASSACHUSETTS HISTOR.ICAL CO}'fi'iISSION

location in relation to nearest
cross streets and other buildings
or geographical features.
Indicate north.

H l<r l+ STP€QT

Recorded by Scott  Ackerly

Organizat iot t  Off ic"--of Co*l t t iLL
DeveLoPment

.\rea I Fo:m no.
418

Newburyport

ess 44 E:road Street

oric Name Coker-Pendi l l

: Original Residence

Present Re$a-genqe -

rship: fil Private indi';idual
Private organization-

Public

Original owner Thomas Coker

Ui1SCRIPTI0N:

Date c.1800----

gsur.qeMerrimacli

Style Federal

Architect Unknown

Exter ior wa1l fabr ic Clapboard

Outbuildings Barn
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Major al terat ions

Front Port ico

(with d?t"r)_

(  lBse )

Side Piazzas (1859)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage L4.950 sq. f t .  -

Sett ing In a resident ia l  neighborhood

of l8th,  l9th,  and 20th century houses

adjacent to High Street.

(Staple addit ional sheets here)
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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe i rnportant archi tectural  features anC
evaluate in terrns of other buildings within couinrunit.v)

This house is near High Street and has some of the f j -ner
archltectural-  features that are found on the famous houses of that
ar:chi tectural ly and histor ical ly s igni f icant street.

The house is a Federal  style structure which was al tered du:: ing
the Greek Revival  per iod. The house has the rectangular shape, hipped
rn'rr  :nA f lsgveasing window size in the upper stor ies al l  character ist ic,  44rv

sr the Fed.era1 style.  The substant ia ' l  colurnns and wiCe fascia of the
na+ri  ^^ ^ntablature are character ist ic of  the Greek Revival  sty le.LJVr LJUU g

(  cont.  )
HISTCRICAT SIGNIFICANCE [explain the role owners played in locaI or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the conmrmity)

This house was bui l t  about 1800 by Thomas Ccker.  Coker 's widow
sold the house in 1805. By 1851 the house was owned by Joseph Ackerman,
a provis ions dealer whose business was located at  5 Liberty Street"
John Rand Spring purchased the house in 1859 and l ived here unti l  L862.
Borc in Newburyport  in L824, Mr.  Spr i -ng spent most of  h is l i fe elsewhere.
i le made a for tune in San Francisco rea] estate.  His wir f  lef t  S20,000.00
of this wealth to the Newburyport Public l- ibrary.

After the death of  Mr.  Spr ing,  Wi l l iam H. Swasey bought the house.
l4r. Swasey was a shipping merchant in the f irm of Sumner, Swasey, and
Curr ier  at  45 Water Street.  In 7874 he was a partner in the El ishia P.
Dcdge Shoe Company. After 1900 Swasey was the Treasurer for The Towle
Si lver Company. His char i table contr ibut ions included the statue of
Vii l l iam Lloyd Garrlson in B:own Sguare and he was the largest
contributor to the Atkinson Common Civi l .  War Monument. In 1BE3 the wil l
of Anna iaques left he and Francis A. Howe as quardians of the bonds for
the establ ishment.  of  a hospi ta l .

The First Religious Society owned --he house in L924 and Captain
Claudi ' r ls  Pendi l l  has owned i t  s ince the 1930's.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIT]CANCE (CONTIN(JSD}

This portico and the roof balustrade ae well as the broad Pi4??18 on the
rear ind sides of the house were added by John Spring about 1860'A1so
indicative of the Greek Revival style j.s the trabeated doorway with the
oblong light over the door.

At one time a heavy fence sinj"lar to the roof balustrade stood in
front of the house.
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