
ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buil.dings within corrununity)

The Immaculate Conception Church was buil t  in the style of the
Far] t r  / rn+rr ig Revj-val- .  Features of  the Church design which are
character ist ic of  the sty le are the pinnacles and window tracerv.  The
tracery is of wood and is of a simple pattern forined b1' twin arches
within the arch of the window. The lancet windowg without traceryo
are English. Most med:-eval pr:ototypes are English during this period..
Burldings of the Early Gothic Revival are often of vrood, but when of
brick they are typicai ly covered with mastic to produce a monochromatic
effect. This was the case in the Immaculate Conception Church, although
the mastic has been renoved. Toda.y the church is painted brick rr"d -

HIST0RICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role or,\rners played in local oy state f,istor] 
' (cont' )

and hou the building relates to ihe developnent of the conrnunetl')

In 1851, John H. Nichols purchased land on Green Street for  the
constructi-on of a Catholic Church. The l-and formerl-y belonged to
Moses E" Hale and John Osgood" The p:operty was then conveyggl to Bishop
Fitzpatrick of Bostcn for the Catholics of Newburyport. The cornerst.one
of the church was la id on Apr i i  27,  1852, by Bishop Fi tzpatr ick.  The
church was ccns+-ructed to the design of  Peter C. Kee1y, at  a cost  of
$20r000.00. I t  was ded. icated on St"  Patr ick 's Da1. 1853, wi thcut belL
deck, bell  or spire. The contractor was Albert Curri .er of Newburyport.
The painter was Peter lvicQuade of Albany.

The spire and bell- deck were constructeC 20 years later. i t  v, ias
also designed by Peter C. Iteel-y of New York, ar:d was buil-t  by lr lr .
Wiqglesworth of  Bosionr. l r {a"ss. ,  at  a cost  of  $5,000,00. The bel l  : - tsei f
was from the foundry of Mcl.ieell, and Company cf West Troy, New york,
I t  was hung l4arch 15, L874, In 1877, the doors on the frcnt  of  the
church were enlarged to provide adequate egress" The architect for the
alteration was James Murphy, ci Providence, R. i" and the cost was
$L,275"00.

The ehapel adjacent to t i :e churcir wa-q buil t  in 1881.

\ In 190-j,  the interior of the church was painted and deccraied b1'
1 Lorafizct Scat-taglia, of Pi: i1ao,elpl, iao A new altar !ra-c irrsLailecl at that
'  t ime. It  was of white rna"rble ar:C replaced on which had been placed in

the churcl i  in L879. The eari ier al-tar was purchasei from Charles E" i lal-1
of  Boston, I tass.
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ARCIiITECTUM^L STGNIFICANCE (CONTTNUED)

The Immaculate Concepti-on Church has been active in education
since 1879 when they buil t  a schooL on the corner of Court and
I' iashington Streets, The church also had infant schools in the
North and South ends. In 1954, the church bui l t  three new bui ld ings
to house a granmar schooi, high school and auditorium.

The architect who designed the Immaculaie Concepti-on Church was
Mr. Peter C. Keely of Brooklyn. He was well known for his church
designs, also having d.esigned the Cathedral of the Holy Cross and the
Church of the I inmaculate Conception, both in Bostonrs South End.
In 1945, the original church spire was destroyed by f j-re and was not
rebui l t .

There are several Early Gothic Revival churches in Newburyport,,
including the Baptist Church at 26 Green Street.
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