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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe irnportant architectural features and

evaluate in terms of other bui ldings within connnunity)

This house is one of  the ear l iest  on Oakland Street which was
1-rrr i t r  r . r?r for housing for the shipbui lding industry in the mid-nineteenth

e s-Y

cenEury. The house has one center chimney which_probably replaced a
more mlssive eenter chimney. The shal low pi tched roof is fa i r ly  conmon
in Newburyport ' in vernacul l r  houses bui l t  at  the turn cf  the nineteeath
cenrury. i i re detai] of the house j-s extremely sir,r ' .ple. The most notable
feature is the doorway whj-ch was undoubtedly of an earl ier design but
was updated Curing thE Greek Revival period. Toda.y the doorway has
annt i  ed noric pi l isters and wide fascia in the entablature over the doonwav

This is a typical  Gneek Revival  doonway seen throughout Newbur:yport .
11IST0RICAL SIGNIFICANCE [explain the role owners playeC in loca1 or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the connunity)

This house was buil t  by Timothy Osgood at the turn of the nineteenth
century.  He l ived in the house unt i l  1815 when he sold i t  to Sarnuel
Osgood-. I t  is quite possible that the family was involved j-n the
shipping so important to Newburyport 's  econom!'at  the turn of  the nine-
teenth century.

Samuel Osgood eventually sold the prop€rlu! to John Pearson. Pearson
held shares in several  of  the vessels bui l t  in Newburycort '

In 1837, the house was sold to True Choate,  a ship 's carpenter.
Chcate was just one of the many men associated with shi-pbuilding . 'hat

made their i :omes on Oakland Street in the mid-nineteenth century.
The Choate family had an excellent repucation for snip joinery. The
firm of Ezekiel ind True Choate aiso owned an interest in several vessels
bui l t  in the shipyard of  John J.  Cur.r ier ,  Jr-

The house remained in the Choate farai i-y unti l  1893, when the
estate was sold to Mr.  Al-bert  C. Cheney.
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