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icric Narne I 'razaer-ql:eenleaf House

: 0riginal Resicience

Preser:t Residential, / funeral: parl '

rship: Sl Frivate individual'
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Ori.gina1 owner

SCRIPTION:

Moses Frazier

Date c. L790
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Styie Federal  -  -

Architect Unknovrn

Aluninum sioing
Exter ior waLl fabr ic over clapboards-

Outbui ldings Attached garaqe at  rear

Moved I lqfa

Approx. acreage L2,244 sq. f t .

Major al terat ions (with dates) third f lc

added (date unknown),  several  -

addit ions at rgar (date unknov{n)pqc
added (date unKnown)

.sert . insHouse is set  approximately twe
feet o- lFGreen Street rn an area or
excel lent Geo::gian and Federal  dornes

i
resident ia l  and commercial-  uses.

Dqta 6-30-B0

(Staple addi i ionai  sheets here)
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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terrns of other buildings within comrunity)

The Frazier-Greenleaf House has undergone several  per iods of
al terat ions which have lef t  i t  wi th an unusual  forrn.  The third f loor,
double hip ::oof with dormers, and denti i  molding at the corni-ce were
addecl  af ter  the or ig inal  construct ion date,  The addi t ion of  a fu11 third
stor:y makes the bui ld ing's proport ions unusual  for  Newbi ls lzport .  Near ly
al l_ of the Federal three s+-ory houses in Newburlrpcrt harze decreasing
height. in the upper stories. The entrance to the Frazier*Greenleaf house
also dates f rom a ]ater per ioC, that  of  the Greek Revival .  A porch was
aiso added at  that  t ime. Unfortunately,  the use of  a lumj-num siding on
this building has been at the expense of the detai l  of windcxv l intels and

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners pla,ved in local or state history si l ls.
and how the builcii-ng relates to the develcpment of the conmunity)

This house was bui l t  by Moses Frazier around the turn of  the
nineteenth century.  Frazier vras one of  Newburyportrs ear ly patr iot .s,
act i -ve in the Staters const i tut ional  convent ions.  He advocated the
protect ion of  t radinE interests r ,o the Cont inental  Congress of  7774.
In that  year,  Frazier was chosen as a member of  a comrni t tee of  safety
to consul t  and advise wi th each other and, i i  need be, to communicate to
the town anv measures that may appear to be ccnducive t.o the public
benefit ,  more especial ly to be watchful that no enc:oachrnents are made
on Constitut ional Rights and Libert ies. Frazier sen'ed as tcwn selectman
L7i8-L781 and 1786, as town treasurer L7B2-L783, and was electei  as a
representat ive to the General  Ccurt  in the l iears between L777 and 1781,

John Quincy Adams, studyi-ng law in Newburyport, courted Mary Frazier,
daughter of  l t toses Frazier,  in th is house.

Jonathan Greenleaf later l ived i-n the house. He vras a shipbuilder
with a shipl 'ard at the bottom of what is ncw Federal Street. I ie, in
partrrership wi th Ralph and Stephen Cross, buj- l t  the f r :gatee "Boston",
"Hancock",  and "Protector"  fcr  the State of  i r {assachuseLi .s betweea
I '176-1778. Greenl-eaf also sert 'ed in t i re General  Court ,  and as Senator
17 9CI- i7 9 i ,

In 185i-  and 1872, Stephen W. Marston l - ived in the house. He was
Justice of the Folice Ccurt in l{ewbur-vport, eiected Presiaent of the
l{ewburyport Bank in 1836n and was also President of the Newburyport Stearn
Cottc:r Company, Build.inq converted !;o d funeral horne in twentieth centurv*
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