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Newburyport

—yric Name Little-Potter House

Original Residence

Present Residence

B @ rship: ] Private individual
Private organization

Public
Original owner Jacob Coffin
[RIPTION:
cross streets and other buildings Date c. 1790
or geographical features. i &
Indicate north. Source Bale;"0ld Newburyport Houses
—_— =
% Style Georgian
0
Architect Unknown
‘é Exterior wall fabric Clapboards
EI D D Ny B e Qutbuildings___ Barn
N (), '
HIGH STREET : : : o
Major alterations (with dates) addition
]
( R at rear (1965)
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§ Moved Date

LY,

E? Approx. acreage 21,500 sg. ft.
Recorded by Mary Jane Stirgwolt Setting on Newburyport's main
Organization Office of Community thoroughfare noted for its excellent

Development
Date 8-17-80 examples of domestic architecture

dating from the Colonial period througt
the early 20th century.

(Staple additional sheets here)




ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This house is an excellent example of the fine Georgian mansions
built in Newburyport by the wealthy mercantile class at the end of the
nineteenth century. Although the gambrel roof is often associated with
an earlier date, this form persisted and was popular in Newburyport
through the turn of the nineteenth century. The Little-Potter house
has the fine solid symmetry typical of the Georgian styles. The
cornice moulding and window surrounds are classically inspired yet very
simple in their execution. ‘The most elaborate feature of the building is
the doorway which indicates that the building was built while the Federal

. cont)
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history (

and how the building relates to the development of the community)

In 1780 Jacob Coffin purchased this parcel of land from his father
Benjamin.Coffin owned the property until 1792 and it is assumed that he
built this house. When the land was sold to Jacob Little in 1792, it
included a dwelling as well.

Jacob Little was a prominent shipowner and in 1822 he established
himself as a broker on Wall Street. His business prospered, there as it
had in Newburyport. The Little family owned the house until 1878. At
that time it was sold. The house had several subsequent owners before
being purchased by James Lee Potter.

Mr. and Mrs. James Potter moved into the Jacob Little House on
August 23, 1923. At that time Mr. Potter was an employee of the
Haverhill Gas Company. He later took up employment in the field of

investments in Boston. The Potters still live in the house at 360 High
Street.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

A. Hale, 0ld Newburyport Houses, Boston, 1912.

J. M. Howells, The Architectural Heritage of the Merrimack, New York 1941.
Assessor's Records

Personal interview with Mr. and Mrs. James Potter

20M-2/80



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

rCcummity: Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Newburyport 65

Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name: ;;ttle-Potter Hse.l

< A 2 360 High Street
Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

style was popular. The door is flanked by sidelights and has an
elegant portico. This portico is pedimented and is supported by the

Roman Doric order. This house has some fine interior details which
are also Federal in style.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom




