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Original  Residence

Present Residence
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Original owner
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Approx. acreage 2I,500 sq. f t .

Recorded by MarY Jane St irgwolt satr ino on NewburvPort 's  main

0rganization Off ice of Commyni
Deve.Lopment

thoroughfare noted for i ts ef,sel lstt

examples of domest i-c archi tecture

dating from the Colonial peri-od' througl
the ear ly 20th centurY.

fstaole addit ional sheets here)

Date c.  I  7q0 _

Source Hale,  "Old NewburYPort  Houses"

Style Georgian

Architect Unknown

Exterior wa11 fabric claPboards-

Outbuildings Barn

Maj or al terat ions (with dates) addit ion

at rear (1965)

Moved Date

\5TP-eeT

Date 8-17-80



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant archi.tectural features and

evaluate in terrns of other buildings r+ithin connnunity)

This house is an excellent example of the f ine Georgian mansions
bui1t in Newburyport by the wealthy mercanti le class at the end of the
nineteenth centuiy. although the gambrel roof is often associated with
an earl ier date, this form persisted and was popular in Newburyport
through the turn of the nineteenth century. The Litt le-Potter house
has tf ie f ine solid slrmmetry typical of the Georgian styles. _The
cornice moulding and window surrounds are classical ly inspired y?t very
simple in their execution. The most elaborate feature of the building is
the doorway which indicates that the building was buil t  while the Fecleral

(cont)
HISToRICAL SIGNIFICA}ICE (explai-n the role owners played in 1ocal or state history

and how the building relates to the developrnent of the comnunity)

In 1780 Jacob Coff in purchased this parcel  of  land from his father
Raniamin coff in owned the property unt i l  1792 and i t  is  assumed that he
bui i t  th is house. When the land was sold to Jacob Li t t1e in L792, i t
included a dwel l ing as wel l .

- Jacob Litt1e was a prominent shipowner and Ln 1822 he established
- 

himsel f  as a broker on Wll l  Street.  His business prospered, there as i t
had in Newburyport. The Litt le family owned the house unti l  1878. At
that t ime it  wls so1d. The house had several subsequent owners before
being purchased by James Lee Potter.

Mr. and lrtrs. James Potter moved into the Jacob Litt le House on
August 23, L923. At that  t ime Mr.  Potter was an employee 

" ! . t f rgHaverhi l l  Gas company' He later took up emplolzment in the f ield of
investments in eoi ton.  The Potters st i l l  l ive in the house at  360 High
Street.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

style was popular. The door is fl.anked by sidelights and has an
elegant portico. fhis portico is pedimented and is supported by the
Roman Doric order. This house has some fine interior details which
are also Federal in style.
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