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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in te:ns of other buil.dings within corunrnity)

This two story dwell ing with pitched roof and symmetrical f ive bay
facade was buil t  in the early Federal period and updated during the Greek
Revival period. The overal l  form of the house is t lzpical ly Federal. The
architectural elements are largely Greek in style. They include the heavy
cornerboards, the window l intels and the front entrance. The door is
f lanked by pi lasters support ing a heavy entablature above. The projecting
second story bay over the front entrance was added early in this century.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE [explain the role owners played in loca1 or state history
and how the building relates to the develoFnent of the connr.mity)

George Burroughsra tanner,  who invested heavi ly in land in th is area,
sold this parcel of land to Jacob Whitmore in 1785. I, trhitmore buil t  this
house short ly thereafter. The house is located in the heart of what was
then Newburyrs shipbuilding distr ict and Whitmore was probably employed
in the shipyards.  Whitmore sold th is house to Caleb Brown in 1826.
Brown was a blacksmith who invested i-n several nearbv homes durinq that
per iod.

Later this house was sold to John Currier. The Currier Shipyard was
located on the banks of the Merrimack adjacent to this home. John Currier
bui l t  ships in Newburyportrs North End unt i l  the l880rs.  Between 1831 and
1884 Curr ier  bui l t  n inety-seven ships and barks and one schooner,
one steamer,  and one scow of 200 tons, total  tonnage 801869.

Pr ior  to L872 this house was sold to John Merr i11,  a shipcarpenter.
The house remained in the lr lerr i l l  family unti l  1913 when Mary S. Merri l l
sold the property to Mary C. Sawyer.
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