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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and

evaluate in terms of other bui ldings within comnunity)

This bui lding is vernacular in style with few architectural
detai ls that  would indicate the date of  construct ion.  The cornice
is c lassical l f  inspired and coupled with the bui ld ing's form would
provide evidence that the bui lding was bui l t  at  mj-d,-nineteenth
centur lz.  The bui ld ing was probably bui l t  as a ut i l i tar ian structure.
I t  was not used as a residence unt i l  the end of the nineteenth
century.  The present doorways are a later addi t ion to the bui ld ing.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE fexplain the role owners played in local or s iate history

and how the building relates to the development of the corununity)

This bui ld ing might have been bui l t  as a shoe factory.  In 1864
the f i rm of John D. Pike and Company probably occupied the bui lding.
This f i rm was one of  the ear l iest  shoe manufacturers in the Ci ty of
Newburyport .  This apparent ly was one of  the ear l iest  shoe factor ies.

Prior to the middle of the nineteenth century shoe manufacture
in the c i ty was an important cot tage industry.  VJorkshops general ]y
accomodated less than for or f ive workers.  In the th i rd quarter of
the nineteenth century the shops began to orsanize.  J.  D. Pike and
Company employed twenty f ive workers in their  factory at what is now
330-332 High Street.

In 1872 Jacob T. Rowe employed about 25 men in the business of
shoe manufacture in this structure. Rowe owned the bui lding unt i l
the 1920's.
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