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325-327 Merrimac Street

oric Nane Morse-Kenlislqn_llause_

Original Residence

Present Residence

rship: [l Private individual
Private organization

Public
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Essex County Registry of
Deeds

Style Federal

Architect Unknown

+rr-e1 Exterior wa11 fabric Clapboards

Outbuildings Garage

a nq-
Major al terat ions (with dates) house

extended on ba1z, porch added, (dates

unknown)

Date

Approx. acreage 2Z,816 sq. f t .

Recorded by Me Sett ing in resident ia l  a lea of

cross streets and other buildings
or geographical features.
Indicate north.
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Merrimack River.

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICAT{CE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in telms of other buildings within comnunity)
This two story house with pitched roof is an excellent exanple of the

Federal styfs .t  interpreted in the vernacular around the turn of the
nineteenth century.  The archi tectural  detai l  is  l imi ted and is focused
in the f ront entrance. The doorway is arched with a semi-c i rcular fanl ight
above. The door is f lanked by pi lasters support ing a pediment above. Other
noteworthy features in this house are the central chj-mney and the apparent
addit ion of an extra bay on the western end of the house.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICAIICE [explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the developrnent of the connrmity)

This house was bui l t  by Humphrelz Morse short ly af ter  1785. Morse
owned the property unt i l  the 1840's when i t  was acquired by Jonathan
Kenniston. Kenniston was a blacksni th.  The xenniJton fami ly was very
prominent in the t rade in the North End's shipbui ld ing industry.

Jonathan Kenniston did the smithwork for  the vessel  " Ida L.  Hul l "
' , ' launched at  the Curr ier  shipyard in 1882 and for the "J.  R. Teel"

-* .* . ,aur lChed 
in 1889. Kenniston also owned an interest  in several  vessels

buil t  in NewburyS:ort.

This house remained in the Kenniston family unti l  the early nineteenth
centurlz. In L925 George A. Weare, who had acquired the house from Mary
Kenniston, sold the property to George Xi las.
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