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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICAI{CE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in tems of other buildings within comrunity)

This two story home with gambrel roof and symmetrical, f ive balz
facade is a f ine example of the transit ion between the Georgian and
Federal st lzles at the turn of the nineteenth century. The gambrel
roof is a feature of  the Georgian sty le.  This roof sty le was popular
because of the extra room it afforded in the att ic story. This house has
a f ine Federal front entrance. The door is f lanked by pi lasters support ing
a pedi-ment above. There is also a fanlight within the pediment.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE [explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the develognent of the connl:nity)

This house rvas buil t  by Benjamin Dutton who acquired the land from
Amos Whit temore in L797. Benjamin Dutton probably bui l t  th is house
short ly thereafter.  Dutton was a shipwright.  He owned this property unt i l
1813 but he may have l ived in the house af ter  he sold i t .

-  This property had several  owners between 1813 and 1832. They were

-,oseph 
B. Varnum and David Lowe1l.  In 1832 the house was sold to Abner

- 'Kenniston. Kenniston was a blacksmith involved in the shipbui ld ing industry
in what was then part of l trewbury. Abner Kenniston had a blacksmitf i  shop
on the other side of Merrj-mac Street. Kenniston was quite prominent. He
signed the petit ion to annex Bellevi l le to Newburyport.

Kenniston and his heirs owned this house unt i l  1938 when i t  was sold.
to Charles Baumgartner. The Baumgartners owned the house for the next
thir ty years.
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