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AP,CHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terrns of other buildings within cornnunitl')

The Swain-Doyle House was buil t  short ly after the turn of the

nineteenth centurjr.  I t  is one of the f iner examples of the Federal

sty l  s in Newburyport .  I t  is  located on upper Green Street and is

surrounded by oi i ,"r f ine examples of Georgian and Federal cromestic

ar:chj-tecture-. The entrance to tne house was altered durin$ +-i1€

Greek Rer.zival period and bears the side l ight-s and t:ransoni l t  qhts

that are charal ter ist ic of  that  sty le.  The balustrade, hioinq the

airead.,, minimized hip roof, is exceptional as is the elabora. ' :e cornice

of , 'bee hive" molding surmounted by a row of mutules' The form of the
( cont.  )

HISTgRICAL SIGNIFICAI,1CE (explain the role owners nlayed in loca1 or state history'

and how the building relates to the development of the conrnunitl')

According to John Ir iead Howells, this house wa.s buil t  by Levi

Swain, a Newburyport merchant. The house was inhabiied by
Wil l iam C. Bal-c-h-fcr  approximately 25 years in the raiddle of  the

nineteenth century.  In 1851, galch was registered as the ovrner of

the house. At th;t t ime, he was a merchant. He contributed greatly
-to the advarrc€r1r€rl-u of commerce-in Newburyport through his inrrolvement
as an ineorporator of both the Ocean Steam }t i l ls and the Newburyport
Five Cents 

-Savings Bank. At th is t ime.,  wi th a decl ine in t rade'
Newburypcrt 's economy rel ied heavily on the development of nevr
indust i ies such as the nanufacture of  c loth.

Balch made contributions on the civic sphere as
on the Ccmmon Council under the first Mayor
towri of Newburyport became a city in 1851. He also
in l , rewburyport  in 1865 and 1866.

wei l .

served

He served
, when the
as alderman

BIBLIOGitAPHY and/or REFIRENCES
L85i Plan of  Newburypcrt '  Mass" H. Mclnt i re
LB?z l. ' rap of t ire City of NewbuIyport,,  l ia.ss. t).  G. Beers and Co'
l -851 ,  Lt i  2 Ci tY Director j -es
,J. i" i .  Hswells,*the Arcritectural Heritag'q € !!g YFrIrr ' :ggE, New_Ycrk, 1941.

ffiI7cT=iffi , -i,zSffiana rr,,r . ,r - cr::rri er. ffito i'leffii'GE-r6a=ilT5---
::eprint, newEffit-Lffi,

21l,l-2/ E.A


