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DESCRIPTION:

Date c.  1800

Source Merr i l l , ' lNorth,

Style

Architect Unknown

Exterior wa11 fabric ClaPleelgE

Outbui ld ings Garage (1956)

Major al terat ions (wi th dates) extensive

addit ions have been made to this hous

including several addit ions at the r€

ni+'ejt"dows, 
and sevelf D#"rchefin*Sg$fi

Approx. acreage I  4,  ?70 qq f+

Sett ing fn resi  aent i ; i t  -aro

most of  the houses were or ig inal ly bt :

as single fami ly residences in the
Date 7 /28/80



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terrns of other buildings within connunity)

Although this building dates from the turn of the nineteenth
century i t  has been extensively al tered. Because each construct ion phase
has been in the vernacular sty le,  the bui ld ing has few dist inguishing
exter ior  archi tectural  features.  The cornice moulding appears to have
been retained. The porch with s implv turned balusters.

HIST0RICAL SIGNIFICANCE fexplain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the developrnent of the comnrmit l ' )
'  

This house was probably buil t  by Moses Coff in at the turn of the
nineteenth century.  In 1808 the house, then four rooms, was sold to
Moody Heath for  $315.00. In 1811 i t  again changed hands being acquired
by Amos Skeels and James Merri l l .  At that t ime the property was d.ivided
in hal f .  Merr i l l  was a shipbui lder in Newburyport 's  North End. I r i  1Bl7
Skeels bought Merr i l l rs share of  the property and in 1821 the house was
soLd to Captain Wi l l iam Cheney at  a cost  of  $300.00. In 1828 Cheney

,--*- increased his property with the acquisit ion of adjacent land. He made
addit i ,ons to the house and buil-t  a barn at the same time.

Cheney's t i t le suggests that  he was involved with the mercant i le
interests which prospered in Newburyport early in the nineteenth century.
Most of  the people that  l ived on Tyng Street were associated with the
shipbui- lding ind.ustry or al l ied trades.

Captain Cheney died in 1876 but his wi fe cont inued to l ive here
for several  years.
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