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or ic Name Pett ingi l l  House

Original  Residence

present Residence

rship:ff l  Private individual
Private organization

Publ ic

Original  owner Unknown

CRIPTION:

Date Ear lv eiqhteenth c

Source Bui ld ino fabr ic

Style First  Per iod Colonia1

Architect Unknown

Exter ior  wa11 fabr ic Clapboards, shinqles
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Moved Date

Approx. acreage I ,620 sq, f t .

Sett ins in resident ia l  area of
e-

predominantly eighLeenth century

ha + 
^UALC

Development single fami ly dwel l ings adjacent to

the banks of  the Merr imack River.

(Staple addi t ional  sheets here)
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in tenns of other buildings within couununity)

This ear ly house is one of  the most interest ing in the Joppa
distr ict .  f t  is  present ly f ive bays wide but was probably or ig inal ly
bui l t  as a hal f  house with the Northern three bays. Interest ing
archi tectural  features include the stone foundat ion,  the massive central
chimney and the lean-to at the rear of the building. This house was
undoubtedly buil t  before L725 and a port ion of i t  could date from the
seventeenth century.

The difference in treatment of the Northern and Southern parts of
this house should be noted. The Southern two bays are in a state of

(cont,  )
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in 1ocal or state history

and how the building relates to the developrnent of the community)
The ear l iest  owners of  th is house have yet to be documented. In

1851 a map of Newburyport indicates that the property was owned by
B. Pett ingi l l .  I t  is  qui te possible that  the house was or ig inal ly in the
Pett ingi l l  fami ly as Neptune Street was known as Pett ingel l rs Court  unt i l
the mid-nineteenth century.  This house could very wel l  date f rom the
seventeenth century.  I t  is  one of  the ear l iest  houses in .Toppa,
Newburyportrs ear l iest  mari t ime sett lement.

Between 1851 and 1871 this house was purchased by George Thur low.
In the c i ty d. i rectory of  1871 Thur low is l is ted as a f isherman, l iv ing
at 2 Pett ingel l rs Court .  Also in residence was John Thur low.

This property remained in the Thurlow family unti l  the mid-twentieth
century.
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Indicate each item sn inrentory forn which is being csntinued belov'

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: (CONT.)

deterioratign, The NorLhern three bays are well maintained' This is

the result-; i  a practicef cgr. l i te common in Newburypor!- ly.which a house

tit le is divided between't ia deeds. Although rnany in-dividuals own both

sections of a once divided" hr:use, Lhere are many cases in the city where

the properiy-is-d"ivided result i : :g i-m *ases such as this one'

John.Mead Howel ls dates th is house to about 1680'  He also notes

that the cel lars wal1s are constructed of  p lanks.
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