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Style

Architect Unknown

Exterior wa11 fabric Shincr les

Outbuildings

Major alterations (with dates) buildinq

has been altered and exl.ended (dates

unknown)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 820 sq. f t .

Setting on the bank of the Merrimack

River in' the primari ly residential

DeveloPment area known as Joppa.
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Date 10-28-80

locati.on in relation to nearest
cross streets and other buildings
or geographical features.
Indicate north.
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Date Early twentieth century
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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within corununity)

This bui ld. ing has l i t t le archi tectural  detai l .  I ts form is s imple
and functional. This form was used on the banks of the r iver by the
men clamming on the Joppa f lats. There was, at one t ime in the late
nineteenth century,  an ent i re row of  s imi lar  one story,  p i tch roofed
structures with one or two windows. At present the Ne-wburyport
Shel l f ish Company bui ld ing is the only bui ld ing on a foundat ion used by
the clamming industry.  This bui ld ing is larger than most of  the ear l ier
clamshacks and appears to date from the early twentieth century.

This bui ld ing was apparent ly or ig inal ly four bays wide and was
extended_ qt  4 la_!er,  date. .  I t  hes a concnef e far lnd3f i6n.

HISTORICAI-StcNlptcANtE--(expiain thd ib-i; o"r^'neit*piayEd'in*'i6Ed1-i'i 'state history
and how the bui. lding relates to the developnent of the cornnunity)

The Nevrburyport Shell f ish Company is one of the very few structures
in existance of those used by the f ishermen of Newburyport who clammed
on the "Joppa F1atts" in the Merr imack River.  Or ig inal l l ' ,  there were
over a dozen such clam shant ies l in ing Water Street.  The Newburyport
Shel l f i -sh was establ ished in 1930. I t  is  gui te possible that  th is
bui ld ing was bui l t  at  that  t ime.

\=+<. Joppa is the distr ict of Nev.rburyport that grew around the f ishing
interests of  the set t lement.  The clam shacks and the ear ly horrnes in
this area, both bui l t  by f ishermen, helped to create the dist inct ive
character of  a f ishlng vi11age.
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