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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other bui ldings within corununity)

This house is a good example of the homes bui l t  along High Street
by Newburyport 's  mercant i le c lass in the ear ly years of  the nineteenth
nenrr : r r r -  The house is three stor ies in height wi th a hipped roof and
vv..es!  :  .

smal l  square windows in the th i rd story.  These are al l  character ist ic
of  the Federal  sty le,  as are the del icate modi l l ioned cornice and the
classical ly inspired window l intels.  The main entrance was al tered
dur ing the Greek Revival  per iod.  The doorway is f lanked by s idel ights
and pi lasters and is surmounted by the heavy entablature and oblong
window l ight  character ist ic of  the Greek Revival  sty le.  The house has
a f ine hanging staircase.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in locaI or state history
and how the bui lding relates to the development of the connrmity)

Levi Swain purchased this parcel of  land from Moses Cheney in
1800. Short ly thereafter he bui l t  th is house. Levi  Swain owned the
house for a very short  t ime, sel l ing the property to Jonathan Chase
in 1805. The property was again sold in 1810 to Dr.  John Bond.

In 1817 David Wood
were several  David Woods
was Capt.  David Wood or
clocks,  several  of  which
today.

purchased the house at  238 Hrgh Street.  There
in Newburlzport .  I t  is not known whether Wood

David Wood, maker of  Newburyportrs f inest
are rn the Histor ical-  Society of  Old Newbury.

(

In iB55 Capt.  John Bogardus, a nat ive of  Russia,  purchased this
house. Li t t le is known of  th is man yet he was evident ly a man of  the
sea. Bogardus owned the property unt i l  h is death.  Af terwards. his wi fe
cont inued to l ive at  th is address.  
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