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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICAIICE (describe inportant architectural. features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within comnunity)

This bui ld ing is qui te typical  of  the vernacular Greek Revival
homes bui l t  in Newbunypont between ] :940 and l -850. The sty le is e ' r ident
in the buildingts fo::m, with the eontinuous co::nice fonming a pediment
in the rooff  s gable.  The wide fascia unden the eaves, the cor^nenboa::dso
and the simple-tneatment of the door. and windows ar.e al l  incieative of
the Gneek Revivai  stv le

ITISTORICAL SIGNIFICAI{CE (explain the role owners played in local o" state history
and how the building relates to the developnent of the comn:nity)

Wi l l iam Fonbes l ived in th{s house in 1851 and i t  is  qui te possible
that he was also the or ig inalowner.  Fonbes l ived in the house fo: : 'over
20 yeans. l ie r :an the Boston Express on State St.  In 1863. i l i l l iarn

'  Fonbes contnibuted $tOO.OO towai.ds the punehase of  the Nat ianiel  Tnacy
house on State Str^eet to be used as the publ ic l ibrary.

A meeting was held in the Fo::bes home on August 31 1844 to diseuss
\ - 

thb establishment of a new neligous society and the seer.rr ing of John E'
' \ /  Emenson as paston. Six weeks l -ater,  the paston was hired and on Nov. 23,

18+9, the Thi::d Congnegational Society was incorporated under the name
of the Whitef ie ld Congnegat ionai  Soeiety.  fhe Society later bui l t  a
chunch on the cor"nen of  State St.  and Prospect St. ,  which has been des-
troyed.

BIBLIOGRAFHY and/or REFERENCES

I{ewbur"ynont l ieral i ,  Aug. 3, 181+9
i.851 Flan of Newbunyport, H. I iclnt ir"e
:-812 Map of  the Ci ty of  Newburyport ,  D. G. Beers 3 Co.
J. . j .  Cunri.er. I l istonv of Newbu::voort - !764-1905 Vcl f ;

and VoI. I ,  reprint, Newburlport L9;7.

2oil{-2l80


