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)ss 218 High Street

rr ic Name Buck-lr l i th ington-Connol1y
HOUSe

Original Residence

present Residence

ship: Sl Private individual
Private organizat ion
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Original owner Capt.  John Buck
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Date c.  1797
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Style Federal

Architect Unknown

Exter ior  wa11 fabr ic Br ick

Outbui ldings Garage

Maj or al terat ions (with dates) entrance

porch added (ear ly 20th century).

I{oved Date

Approx. acreage 8,  Q50 sq -  f t  -

Sett ing on Newburvnort 's  ma' i  n

thoroughfare noted for i ts excel lent

examples of domest ic archi tecture

dat i-ng from the Colonial  per iod througl
the ear ly 2Oth Century.

Date 8-11-80

(Staple addit i .onal sheets here)



ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe irnportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other bui ldings within con'murr i tyJ

This house is typical  of  the Federal  homes bui l t  by Newburyportrs
wealthy mercant i le c lass at  the turn of  the nineteenth century.  I t  has
the character ist ic three stor ies with hipped roof and smal ler windows
in the th i rd story.  The cornice is mutuled and might have ref lected the
original  Doric order in the eentral  entrance. The present doonvay and
entrance port ico are a later addi t ion.  The port ico is supported by the
more elaborate Cor inthian order.  The sid.e doors are or ig inal .  These
doorways are arched and have simple semi-c i rcular fanl ights over the door.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played rn loca1 or state history
and hou the bui lding relates to the develop:nent of the connunity)

Capt.  John Buck purchased this parcel  of  land from the heirs of
r-rr t t inrr  Rer: t let  in L797. Short ly thereafter he bui l t  th is house atv u e LlrrY

the corner of High Street and what would be named Buck Street.  John
Buck was an ear ly member of  the Phenix Fire Society establ ished in L794.
He was also probably qui te act ive in Newburyport 's  ocean going trade as
were so many High Street residents of  the per iod.

About , r r0 th is house was purchased by Capt.  John Wel ls.  Wel ls
was born in Newburyport  in L784. i le was act ive in comrnercial  af fa j - rs
and was captured by the Br i t ish in 1812 whi le in command cf  the Br ig
Leader.  Later he was the owner of  several  ocean going vessels.  Wel ls
was a member of the }Jewburyport  Marine Society.  He was also elected
r,rcsidenr of  the Merchants Bank when i t  was incorporated in 1831. In
1833 he was elected president of  the Ocean Bank. Wel ls l ived in the
house at  2IB High Street unt i l  h is death in 1875.

This house was used as a double house for a br ief  per iod.  Today
the house is in the Connal ly fami ly as i t  has been for several  decades.
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